--------
.......

— pamrr

" ®
- =
‘‘‘‘ b T

-

_v;ffnuc £ ISP

E

. = PRES
' ;:E::-

DISABLED

VETERANS

- ARESEARCHING
BATTLEFIELDS
FORCLUESTO
HISTORICAL MYSTERIES.
AND FINDING TRUTHS
ABOUT THEMSELVES.

.
»

UNEARTHING THE PAST

+PLUS THE REVOLUTION'S WATERSHED MOMENT AT SARATOGA



2

Message from
Headquarters

3

Web Exclusives

4

From theTrenches

9

Field Reports

11

Ancestry

12

Success Stories

13

Profiles zn Preservation

14

Veterans for Battlefields

16

“Battle of Saratoga:
When Goliath Blinked”
by Eric Schnitzer

22

“Unearthing Relics of War

HALLOWED GROUND
A quarterly publication
of the American
Battlefield Trust

Winter 2019,

Vol.20 No.4

EDITORIAL DIRECTOR

Mary Koik

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

Jim Campi

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Jeff Griffith

BOARD of TRUSTEES
Thomas H. Lauer
Wellesley, Massachusetts
Chairman
O. James Lighthizer
Rhodesdale, Maryland
President
Robert C. Daum
North Palm Beach, Florida
Vice Chairman
Mary Abroe
Wilmette, Illinois
Travis K. Anderson
Newton, New Jersey
Don Barrett
Lexington, Mississippi
Edwin C. Bearss
Arlington, Virginia
Terry Beaty, Jr.
Bethesda, Maryland
John Culberson
Houston, Texas
Jeff Dahlgren
Huntington Beach, California
Vince Dooley
Athens, Georgia
Jim Elrod
Riverside, Connecticut
William J. Hupp
Glen Ellyn, Illinois
Kate Kelly
Los Angeles, California
Duke R. Ligon
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Jeffrey P. McClanathan
St. Petersburg, Florida
Noah Mehrkam
‘Washington, D.C.
Lt. Gen. Richard Mills, USMC
(Ret.)
Leesburg, Virginia
John L. Nau, ITI*
Houston, Texas
Jeffrey Rodek*
Columbus, Ohio

J. Dennis Sexton

St. Petersburg, Florida
Charles E. Trefzger

Hickory, North Carolina
Robert Uhler

Niwot, Colorado
William W. Vodra

Alexandria, Virginia
Susan Whitaker

Franklin, Tennessee
*Chairman Emeritus

ALUMNI BOARD
Harrison M. Bains
Cricket Bauer

Kirk J. Bradley

Paul Bryant

Walter W. Buckley, Jr.
Childs F. Burden
Carlton B. Crenshaw
Beverly M. DuBose
James S. Gilliland
Bruce Gottwald
Michael Grainger
John D. Haynes
Stephan E. Newhouse
Libby O’Connell
Robert G. O’Donnell
Theodore Sedgwick
Jeff Shaara

L. Dudley Walker

STAFF

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT

Ruth Hudspeth
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

Steve Wyngarden

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Courtney Galuska
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO
THE PRESIDENT

Tanya Roberts
‘WASHINGTON OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Roth
DEputy DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENT
David Duncan
CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Alice Mullis
Deputy DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT
Frank Deluca
SENIOR PHILANTHROPIC ADVISOR
Tom Moore
PRINCIPAL PHILANTHROPIC
ADVISOR
Christopher Hackman
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
Molly N. Warren
SENIOR DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER FOR COLOR BEARERS
Amanda Murray
PRrODUCTION MANAGER
Brigid Leavy
FOUNDATIONS MANAGER
Clarissa Borges
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE
FOR STEWARDSHIP
Meaghan Hogan
DEVELOPMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

DIGITAL OPERATIONS

Lawrence Swiader
CHIEF DI1GITAL OFFICER

Lucy Hochman
SENIOR MANAGER,
DIGITAL MARKETING

‘Wendy Woodford
DEsIGN LEaD

Connor Townsend
ASSOCIATE OF AUDIENCE
DEVELOPMENT

EVENTS
Melissa Sadler
DirecToR OF EVENTS
Bonnie Repasi
PriNcipAL EVENTS COORDINATOR

HISTORY AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Garry Adelman

CHIEF HISTORIAN
Kristopher White

SENIOR EDUCATION MANAGER
Matthew George

LAND STEWARDSHIP MANAGER
Andy Poulton

VIDEO & CONTENT ASSOCIATE

Daniel Davis
EDUCATION ASSOCIATE

MEMBERSHIP
Dawn Wisz
SENIOR ASSOCIATE
FOR DONATIONS
Mary Stephens
SENIOR ASSOCIATE FOR
MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS
Chris Lee
SENIOR ASSOCIATE FOR
MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS
Tracey McIntire
PROGRAM ASSOCIATE AND
HAGERSTOWN OFFICE MANAGER
Jonelle May
SENIOR ASSOCIATE
FOR MEMBERSHIP

POLICY AND COMMUNICATIONS
Jim Campi
CHIer PoLicy AND
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER
Mary Koik
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Mark Coombs
DEputy DIRECTOR OF
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
Paul Coussan
SENIOR FEDERAL RELATIONS
MANAGER
Adam Gillenwater
SENIOR MANAGER, STATE
AND LoCAL RELATIONS.
Kate White
PoLicy AND COMMUNICATIONS
ASSOCIATE

REAL ESTATE
Tom Gilmore
CHIEF REAL ESTATE OFFICER
Kathy Robertson
Deputy DIRECTOR
OF REAL ESTATE
Catherine Noyes
LiBerTY TRAIL
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Jon Mitchell
GIS SpECIALIST
Heather Groves
GRANTS MANAGER
Christina Gomez
LAND PRESERVATION ASSOCIATE

1156 15th Street, NW
Suite 900

Washington, DC 20005
Phone: 800-298-7878

1140 Professional Court
Hagerstown, MD 21740
Phone: 301-665-1400
Fax: 301-665-1416

and Finding Peace”
by Mary Koik .
30 "
[ H TR
Cataloguing and Analysis: i bl 3 [Ty Pt s
Findings from the AVAR Saratog: < i A . . - o P
Mary Koik g rre O Lt e et W
by ry ¥ {j “ J‘_?IF:J H .llk' . - "I i O = :
! 27 o Lo ™ e
e B i ':J A ifr'.'\l"_ ' 7 .L ﬂ - & A
) : ' ~ & -.r_t?_‘:‘--fh‘ xS s -
he Emati . L SRR g N i P T
The Emotional Significance . ._L*___; ] Lz : _*“& = R _-_1:: . el
of Archaeology with Veterans” LR kY i el R o T S P ¥
By Svphon Hureys (05 ) . e e § B
ki, o
: 3 . | . p—— =
Page from the Past
Campof Instruction amed AMERICAN
38 Tl e e e 2P BATTLEFIELD
: - - TRUST
Leading the Charge ﬁ L e - . f
l 5 o 5 - r{/‘ R FRIGTRVE. IBE AT (MEHE
|
. 8
A Parting Shot 1 www.battlefields.org 1-888-606-1400
. AT "
e P The American Battlefield Trust preserves our nation’s hallowed
e e e — i, = battlegrounds and educates the public about what happened there and
IR T, = B 5 i k b —_— - why it matters today. We permanently protect these battlefields as a_
o o el . I, ﬁq._ [ I o ~ lasting and tangible memorial to the brave soldiers who fought in the
'1.-..".‘-..' = W = 0 6 '-I; K M| i American Revolution, the War of 1812, and the Civil War. Thanks to the
ik T T ey - contributions of more than 300,000 members and supporters nationwide,
G . we have preserved more than 50,000 acres at 131 sites in 24 states.
e - -“*EW A For more information, call 1-888-606-1400 or visit our website at
} . e ¥ www.battlefields.org. Hallowed Ground is the membership magazine of the
- TN American Battlefield Trust. It is produced solely for nonprofit educational

L purposes and every reasonable attempt is made to provide accurate and
appropriate attribution for all elements, including those in the public
domain. Contemporary images are reproduced only with permission and

o3 appropriate attribution; uncredited images are courtesy the American

SR o - s attlefield Trust. Feature articles reflect the research and opinion of the
COVER: Veterans in the AVAR program digging for artifacts at Saratoga National Historical Park, Stillwater, NY. -~ THIS PAGE: The Breymann Redoubt at Saratoga National Historical Park. Both Photos hy DOUG MENUEZ - bytned s Ao BTl 1 e
et EL t 'W% a4 Nl S




e
Theﬁl:ghterma(m
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S YOU READ this letter, I will have just cele-
brated my 20th anniversary at the helm of this
organization. Since December 1, 1999, it has
been my distinct honor and privilege to serve
as your president, and I can honestly say that

each and every day has been rewarding, in no small part because

of the many kind, passionate and generous people who care so

much about saving our county’s incomparable his-

tory. As one would expect, as I approached this kind

of milestone, I engaged in a great deal of reflection

and, ultimately, came to an important decision.

Since the first day I stepped into this position

as your president, I knew it would be the greatest

job I would ever hold. And I decided soon thereaf-

ter that it would be the last job I would ever hold.

Now, after careful consideration, I have decided

that the time has come for me to retire from my

position as the day-to-day president and CEO of

the American Battlefield Trust. Know that this is

not a choice I have come to lightly, as I consider

what we have achieved together to be the absolute

pinnacle of my professional career. But I also know that the time

is right; my health is fine, but I will be 74 years old in March

2020, making this a natural transition.

I have absolute faith in this incredible organization that we

4 battlehie

available to help in any way that enhances the mission of this in-
credible organization, hopefully for many years still to come. In
addition to accepting a lifetime position on the Board of Trustees
as President emeritus, I will also be available to help and advise
the new CEO upon request and participate in the Trust's advo-
cacy efforts with lawmakers and in major preservation efforts.
I recognize that my successor will, rightly, want to do some
things differently than I have, and I fully respect that my
role will, of necessity, evolve. But I hope that

my experience will remain of service.

I am confident that the organization I
hand off to a worthy successor is the great-
est heritage land preservation entity this coun-
try has ever seen. I consider one of my greatest
legacies to be the quality of the Board and staff
of the American Battlefield Trust. In my opin-

ion, these people collectively make up — pound

for pound — the best nonprofit in the world.

To a person, they all have depth, experience and

commitment to the mission of saving America’s

hallowed ground and teaching why these places
are important to us today. From the Chairman of the Board to
the newest intern in the office, these are quality, knowledgeable
people who will ensure a smooth transition and solid future for
the organization.

THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE or THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST

ON THE GROUND WITH AVAR

GO BEHIND the scenes of the first-of-its-kind partner-
ship between the National Park Service, the American
Battlefield Trust and American Veterans Archaeological
Recovery at Saratoga National Historical Park with our
new video. You'll learn more about the significance and
emotional resonance of this exceptional project.
www.battlefields.org/AVAR

VETERANS’ VOICES

READ firsthand accounts from participants in
the AVAR dig at Saratoga and learn about how
the innovative idea of rehabilitation archaeology
is helping veterans reacclimate to civilian

society — and overcome their inner demons and
battles with PTSD. You'll also learn how some of
them are parlaying their new skills into careers

in the cultural resource field.
www.battlefields.org/bonusarticle

EXPLORE THE BEST or SARATOGA

EVEN IF you can’t join the AVAR crew at Saratoga for the
next phase of this incredible project, you can plan your own
visit to one of America’s most important battlefields. Be sure
to check out our suggested itinerary, filled with tips and
suggestions from those who know this region best.
www.battlefields.org/itineraries

REFLECTIONS ON 20 YEARS
OF PRESERVATION

THIS MONTH, Jim Lighthizer celebrated 20 years at the helm
of the American Battlefield Trust — and announced that

he is looking toward retirement, with the Board of Trustees
having begun the search for his replacement. Watch

a special video message from Jim marking the occasion

and reflecting on his two-decade legacy of success.
www.battlefields.org/20years

FOLLOW THE

LIBERTY TRAIL

THE TRUST recently joined with officials

in South Carolina to launch our joint

initiative aimed at preserving, interpreting

and promoting sites associated with the
Southern Campaigns of the American Revolution
YOUTUBE.COM/AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST — The Liberty Trail. You can read about that
event on page 3, but be sure to watch our

new video outlining the trail’s longterm vision.
PINTEREST @AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST www.thelibertytrail.org.

have built together, and I know that it will only strengthen and I know I will continue to see many of you on the battlefields
grow in the next phase it enters. And because I believe in this as I walk them, soon as a private citizen with my grandkids in
cause just as fervently as you do, let me assure you that I am not tow. Please say “Hello” — without fail, I'll proudly be wearing my
going away entirely! In fact, you may have noticed that I did not American Battlefield Trust gear.
specify a date for my departure. This is because, although our _ TWITTER @BATTLEFIELDS
Board of Trustees is currently conducting a national executive '
search to find the strongest possible successor, I recognize that
this may be a lengthy process. And I have committed to staying
on for as long as it takes to find the right person for the job.
Moreover, even once a selection is made, I will remain

FACEBOOK.COM/AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST

INSTAGRAM @AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST

JIM LIGHTHIZER
President, American Battlefield Trust

2 HALLOWED GROUND| WINTER 2019 President Portrait by BUDDY SECOR Thomas Wyatt, U.S. Army by DOUG MENUEZ AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST




FROM zhe TRENCHES
BREAKING PRESERVATION NEWS

Event speakers included (standing) Maj. Gen. Julian Burns, state senator
Vincent A. Sheheen, Raleigh West of the South Carolina Conservation Bank,
First Lady Peggy McMaster, Gov: Henry McMaster, Jim Lighthizer, and state

250th commission commission chair Charles Baxley, as well as (sitting)
SCBT's Doug Bostic and NPS official Dan Smith.

ESPITE A STEADY RAIN, more than
200 friends and partners gathered on
the grounds of the Governor’s Mansion
Complex in Columbia, S.C., to join Gov.
Henry McMaster, the American Battlefield
Trust, the National Park Service, the South Carolina Battleground
Preservation Trust (SCBT) and the South Carolina American
Revolution Sestercentennial Commission to announce a heri-
tage tourism and preservation initiative to promote the Palmetto
State’s leading role in the founding of the United States.

“But for the valor exhibited on the battlefields of South
Carolina, this nation’s quest for liberty may have been driven to a
halt,” said Gov. Henry McMaster. “The perseverance and tenacity
exhibited by our forebearers remains alive in
the character of this state’s citizens. Now,
as we prepare to celebrate the 250th
anniversary of American indepen-
dence, it is time to commit to ensur-
ing their stories are told for the entire
country to hear.”

The centerpiece of the initiative is The
Liberty Trail, a statewide program that will tell
the unique story of this campaign that secured
victory in America’s War for Independence. It is
a joint effort of the American Battlefield Trust and
SCBT, assisted by numerous partners at the federal, state
and local levels. Leading the charge among these is the
National Park Service, which, through its American Battlefield
Protection Program, has already contributed more than $2.5
million in matching grants toward land preservation projects
associated with The Liberty Trail. Overall, the effort will create a
new driving tour that functions as a one-of-a-kind educational

4 HALLOWED GROUND| WINTER 2019

THE LIBERTY TRAIL LAUNCHES

Parmership will tell forgotten stories of South Carolina’s decisive role
in the Revolutionary War

and heritage tourism resource through which key battlefields of the
Southern Campaign of the American Revolution will be preserved,
interpreted and promoted.

“The project’s ultimate goal is lofty: linking more than 70 sites
across South Carolina and preserving 2,500 additional acres of battle-
field land in the process,” said Trust President James Lighthizer. “But
even its first phase will yield impressive results. In the near term, the
Trust and SCBT look to open a segment composed of 16 full-fledged
park sites, augmented by numerous additional roadside pull-offs.”

Doug Bostick, SCBT executive director and CEO, empha-
sized that The Liberty Trail is truly a statewide effort, reflecting the
full nature of the Revolutionary War conflicts fought in the state.
“During our nation’s war for independence, critical battles were
fought everywhere from the shores of Charleston Harbor to the
hills and forests of our backcountry. The Liberty Trail will help draw
visitors into more rural com-
munities by highlighting the
top-notch historic resources
centered there. In the Initial
Phase, we are already engag-
ing more than one-quarter of
South Carolina’s 46 counties.”

Among those 16 park
sites included in The Liberty
Trail’s first phase are five
being created nearly whole
cloth through Trust- and SCBT-led land acquisition and interpre-
tation efforts. The groups have already protected nearly 600 acres
at Fort Fair Lawn, Eutaw Springs, Camden, Hanging Rock and
Waxhaws. Further, five existing federal sites, three state parks and

two regional parks will be enhanced with new interpretation,
including state-of-the-art digital capabilities. Fourteen addi-
tional locations will be outfitted as roadside
pull-offs — 10 of these sites receiving their
first-ever on-site historical interpretation.
Finally, the effort will see the creation
of a first digital Gateway Experience
site. on Charleston’s Marion
Square, enticing visitors to the
Holy City to venture farther
afield on their heritage tourism
journey.

For more information
on The Liberty Trail initiative,
including historical background
and a list of those sites that are
part of the Initial Phase of the
project, visit www.thelibertytrail

.orgk

Photos by SARAH NELL BLACKWELL from Wingshot.Design

GRAND REVIEW

brings Color Bearers to Boston

OR THE 2019 Grand Review, Color
Bearers from across the country gathered
in Boston, Mass., for a weekend full of
history, fun and stunning fall foliage.

The event began with a dinner
banquet at the historic Omni Parker House hotel, where
the speaker, noted author (and Trust Color Bearer) Jeff
Shaara addressed a topic near to his heart: “History through
Storytelling: Rise to Rebellion.” In his numerous histori-
cal novels, Shaara has brought the past to life — from the
Revolution through the Korean War — and helped inspire
countless Americans to appreciate our unique history.

Saturday featured full-day tours to places such as
Bunker Hill, Charlestown Navy Yard, Lexington, Concord
and Minute Man National Historical Park. Of special
interest to many attendees was the tour of the Parker’s
Revenge site, land acquired through Trust efforts and stud-
ied with archaeological techniques to better understand the
events of April 19, 1775. Later that evening, guests enjoyed
tours of Boston’s 17th-century burying grounds, and the
King’s Chapel sanctuary and crypt. Sunday featured half-day
tours of the USS Constitution and Peace field (home to four
generations of John Adams’s family), as well as walking and
trolley excursions through the heart of the city.

Color Bearers will next gather in Savannah, Ga.,
February 7-9, 2020. Pre-registration is now open online at
www.battlefilds.org/events. k

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Learning ahout

military life at Minute Man National
Historical Park; Paying respects to

famous patriots at King’s Chapel Burying

Ground; The iconic spire of the Old
North Church, from which Paul Revere
spied two lanterns, indicating a British
movement by sea; Board of Trustees
Chairman Tom Lauer welcomes Color
Bearers and distinguished guests to
the city he calls home; Famous as “0ld
Ironsides” after its seeming invincibility
in the War of 1812, the USS Constitution

is still a commissioned vessel in the U.S.

Navy; The Old North Bridge, where poet
Ralph Waldo Emerson reflected that
minute men fired the “shot heard round
the world.”

PHOTOS BY BUDDY SECOR

www.hattlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST
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FROM zhe TRENCHES

BREAKING PRESERVATION NEWS f—/ VI RTU AI- c IVI |- w AR “We are always striving to bring people closer to historical events in hopes
- that they can better understand or even feelthem” said Garry Adelman, the Trust’s
C lVll War 186 4 pm‘s you chief historian. “The immersive nature of virtual reality can help us approximate

H EG I ST E R N ﬂw s d the personal experience of Civil War soldiers like nothing else has before.”
mn t/}e action To employ this emerging technology, we partnered with our longtime
Fort Picens fb;ﬁ 2020 thl'Oi’ldl ndcbe;/‘ Instz'tute/ N . friends at Wide Awgke Filn.qs, a Kansa.s City, Mo.—jbased creative‘ media group
Gulf Breeze, Fla. I h D h f H XPERIENCE C1v11. War combat like focused on innovative, efficient execution of historical, commercial and corpo-
TERITOLL o i e nto the ept SO IStOI'y never before with the rate films. Our goal was
' A 7 .J American Battlefield to produce shorts that

Trusts new four-part
series Civil War 1864: A
Virtual Reality Experience. This immersive
storytelling approach will put you back in
time as you navigate in 360 degrees how it
may have looked, felt and sounded to be sol-
dier. Viewable in a variety of formats — from
desktop computer to mobile device to virtual
reality headset — these short films take you
inside a Confederate sniper’s lair, into a Union
defensive position, along on a reconnaissance

approximated the every-
day experiences of Civil
War soldiers and civil-
ians. Wide Awake used
professional actors and
created sets, including
trenches, on a Kansas
City—area farm. For
even greater authen-
ticity, we worked with
Robert Cloutier to per-

@W §1 HE TRUST’S National Teacher Institute brings together educators from all over the world for four days of

breakout sessions, workshops, lectures and tours led by experts in the history and education fields. And next
year, the immersive, engaging and fun gathering will be held in Mobile, Ala., July 9-12.

] Once they arrive in the Azalea City, educators will have the opportunity to network with others in the field
:.ZQ-)N: and learn more about the historical topics they cover in their classrooms, while acquiring new and innova-
tive teaching methods. This gathering is about more than just methodology; it’s about training better, more
well-rounded educators. Veterans of past Institutes report leaving with a better understanding of their subject matter, a passion for
history education and lifelong friendships.

Among the sites that we will be visiting are Fort Gaines, Fort Pickens, Historic Mobile, Historic Pensacola Village and the National
Naval Aviation Museum. The Trust education team has reviewed dozens of proposals for breakout sessions on topics ranging from

economics to the evolution of technology to women’s rights, and selected a slate that covers multiple disciplines and eras. patrol and mSK,Ie a Union hospital. for,m .addmf)nal %60
The event will be based at the Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza Hotel, where a group rate Tlie A Battleﬁfeld Trusf s Loy ) submeiion, e Dby

of $129 per night has been secured. The Trust is again pleased to offer scholarships to defray weled FO edu,cate people in a varlety of ways in h.OPeS Eehnonballs . ) . . .
lodging and travel expenses; the application period for scholarships opens on January 15, 2020. MUBILE ALA of opening windows qf undersj[andmg and providing In each video, the action t;.ike§ place 360. surrounding the viewer, but prompt
This event is free, but does require a $100 refundable deposit be placed to reserve your spot. At , . potentially transformative experiences. Through battle- sounds a.lert you to whe.re significant action occurs or pop-up facts appear.
the conclusion of the Institute, educators can apply for continuing education credits, provided by ﬁeld tours. and events, videos, media stories,. on-site T.hose. using a virtual reaht?r headset or car.dboard Ylewer cz.in take adva{ltagc? of
Virginia Tech University. JIJI-Y 9 — |2 2“2” interpretation, 3D photography and standard articles, we directional sqund — meaning that the. audio experience adjl}sts to the direction
To learn more or to register for this y have done Well. But most of thes.e aPproaches lac.k the you are looking — whlle.moblle devices enable users to pinch-and-zoom for

exciting event, visit www.battlefields . ' same potential to put people.back in tlm.e as does virtual closer look at specific .dfetalls. . .
.org/teacherinstitute.x Reglster an. reality (YR). The VR expferlenc.e is a different form of ' Explor.e what Civil War soldiers lived through at www.battlefields.org/
storytelling that puts the viewer in a scene. virtualreality. %
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PARK DAY 2020

Join us to celebrate 24 years

Honored for his of volunteer stewardship

preservation legacy

ARK YOUR CALENDARS and be sure to join us on
April 4, 2020, for the 24th annual Park Day volunteer
event. Sites from Maine to California will participate
in this cooperative program, readying battlefield parks,
museums and other historic venues for the upcoming
tourist season. Last year, an estimated 7,000 volunteers took part, spread across
160 locations nationwide. And we believe that this anniversary year will break
previous records for involvement.

A full list of participating sites will be posted online in February so poten-
tial volunteers can plan their involvement. In the meantime, registration is now
open for site managers, and new sites are always welcome to join the movement.
Visit www.battle fields.org/parkday to enroll your location. %

HAIRMAN emeritus Theodore

Sedgwick (left) and Board member

William Vodra (right) present U.S.
Senator Tim Kaine with the American Battlefield
Trust’s National Leadership Award in recogni-
tion of his tremendous contributions to the
battlefield preservation movement. Kaine has
been a stalwart Trust ally throughout his politi-
cal career, including as governor of Virginia,
when he oversaw creation of the first state-wide
matching grant program specifically designed
for battlefield protection.
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FIELD REPORTS

SYMPOSIUM GOES
“BENEATH THE PAINT"

to uncover the legacy of Civil War
graffiri

Antietam National Battlefield
Sharpsburg, Md.
MATT BRANT

The Trail is made up of six sites — Ben Lomond

Historic Site in Prince William County, the Graffiti House
at Brandy Station, Historic Blenheim in the City of Fairfax,
Liberia in the City of Manassas, Mt. Zion Historic Park in
Aldie and the Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum in
Winchester — where the signatures, notes and sketches
of Civil War soldiers have been uncovered. These build-
ings typically served as hospitals, headquarters or other
at % , ¥ L ] y places where soldiers would spend time, rather than just
Graffit left on the wall by Civil War soldiers 45 S, ' passing through.
Shenandoah Valley Civil War Museum At these locations, hundreds of individuals added
Winchester, Va their personal touch in pencil or charcoal from a fireplace
to the walls. Some artists will forever remain a mystery;
others signed their work with significant detail, including
unit or rank. Still others have been identified by modern
researchers by comparing initials on a drawing to things like medical
records of those who convalesced in a specific hospital.

In November, the Trail hosted a symposium to bring together
those interested in the work that has uncovered and stabilized graf-
fiti, as well as the broader history of the medium. “Beneath the Paint”
brought together students, scholars and scientists to discuss the

EXCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIP

with Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours
launches in 2020

HEN MOST history enthusiasts hear the name
“Stephen Ambrose” they immediately think of his
epic World War II HBO miniseries Band of Brothers,
which was produced by Tom Hanks and Steven
Spielberg and based on his book. Or they look to their bookshelves to find
his New York Times-bestselling work, D-Day: June 6, 1944: The Climactic
Battle of World War II. Since Ambrose’s name is synonymous with the
Second World War, it might surprise some to learn that, as a young histo-
rian, he cut his teeth penning biographies of Civil War personalities Henry

T CAN BE A PROFOUND experience to
stand in a place you know was once occu-
pied by soldiers of the past. But that feeling
is redoubled in those locations where those
in uniform left a permanent mark to attest to
their presence. A handful of such sites in the

s

ol Tl ~

Halleck and Emory Upton. It also may come as a surprise to learn that,
in 1979, the famed historian founded Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours.
Over the last 40 years, that group has conducted hundreds of tours, bring-
ing thousands of heritage tourists to iconic sites in American history.

Today, the American Battlefield Trust is proud to announce that it has
partnered with Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours on an exciting project
we hope will allow our members to explore more new battlefields than
ever before, by offering an exclusive discount on tour packages. “It’s an
exciting opportunity to partner with a renowned tour company, founded
by one of the leading American historians of the 20th century,” said Trust
senior education manager Kristopher White.

In April 2020, the first tour offering will take participants through
the Western Theater of the Civil War — stopping at Shiloh, Vicksburg,
New Orleans — and many places in between. In May, an Eastern Theater
tour will travel to Manassas, Antietam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg and
beyond. Tour guides will include faces familiar to Trust members, includ-
ing retired major general Parker Hills, and Mark Bielski, director of
Stephen Ambrose Historical Tours

“We are looking forward to working with American Battlefield Trust
to bring members and friends of the Trust to these sacred Civil War battle-
fields,” said Bielski. “We feel that in learning and experiencing the history
where it took place, we can help in furthering the goal of preservation of
these hallowed grounds and remembering the sacrifices made there.”

As part of this partnership, Trust members receive a 10 percent
discount when booking tours. For more dates and pricing informa-
tion, or to book your next Civil War vacation call 888-903-3329 or visit
www.stephenambrosehistoricaltours.com/abt. %
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PERMANENT RECOGNITIONS
installed at two Virginia battlefields

ROM TIME TO TIME, the Trust erects
permanent markers on protected
battlefield land to recognize exem-
plary leadership gifts made toward
those projects. This autumn, we dedicated one to
the Volgenau Foundation near the Breakthrough
at Petersburg (ABOVE) and one to members of the
Gottwald Family at Richmond, Va. (BELOW). %

Volgenau photo by JULIE HOGAN, National Parks Conservation Association

Old Dominion have joined together to become the Northern
Virginia Civil War Graffiti Trail, showcasing these fascinating

and very personal historical resources.

technical aspects of conservation and the emotional resonance of
these personal artifacts. Congratulations to our friends and partners
on what we hope will become an annual event.

MOURNING THE LOSS o JAMES 1. ROBERTSON

W\%@ HE CIVIL WAR commu-
nity was saddened to learn
70 of the November 2, 2019,

passing of legendary his-
torian and Virginia Tech professor James I.
“Bud” Robertson, following a long illness.
He was 89.

Atowering figurein the field, Robertson
was beloved by generations of students,
admired by all who read his monumental
works and recognized by millions who had
seen or heard his commentary on numer-
ous radio and television shows or docu-
mentaries. He grew up poor in Danville,
Va., and was encouraged to attend college
before pursuing his desired career in the
railroad industry. But “Dr. Bud” didn’t stop

Robertson photo courtesy Virginia Tech

with a degree in history from Randolph-
Macon College, achieving master’s and
doctorate degrees in the same field from
Emory University. At the request of
President John F. Kennedy, Robertson served
as the executive director of the United States
Civil War Centennial Commission. Ever
diplomatic, Robertson brought together 34
state commissions in a tense period amid
the backdrop of the nascent Civil Rights
Movement. Fifty years later, he served as a
member of the executive committee of the
Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American
Civil War Commission.

Reflecting on the passing of this excep-
tional educator and supporter of battle-
field preservation, Trust President James

Lighthizer said, “Over the course of his
44-year academic career, Bud taught some
25,000 students at Virginia Tech. He wrote
or edited more than 50 books on our sub-
jects — some of them the definitive vol-
umes on a given subject. Truly, he shaped
the way the Civil War will be remembered
and understood for generations to come.” %
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MONG THE BUILDINGS that dot the landscape
of Manassas National Battlefield Park, only
three are known to have witnessed the Civil
War. The newly acquired M.E. Dogan House
will likely make the fourth — period sources
note a handful of homes at the crossroads of Groveton while the
twin battles raged, and the National Park Service (NPS) believes
that a portion of this structure could be one of them.

Located near the positions of the 5th and 10th New York
Infantry as they were decimated during the Battle of Second
Manassas, and next door to the wartime Lucinda Dogan House,
the M.E. Dogan House was, until recently, owned by the private
cemetery adjacent to it. After a long acquisition process, the house
was turned over to the National Park Service late last year.

The Manassas Battlefield Trust (MBT), official philanthropic

HISTORY WITHIN THE WALLS:

Saving Manassas’s M.E. Dogan House

partner of Manassas National Battlefield Park, has pledged to fund
the documentation, stabilization and exterior restoration of the
M.E. Dogan House, recognizing that it is likely the last opportu-
nity to save a wartime building on the battlefield. The MBT has
received a Centennial Challenge Grant from NPS to cover half the
cost of the project and has undertaken a fundraising campaign to
raise the match. A generous donor has given $100,000 toward the
project, but $175,000 more is needed by 2021.

The project is timely, as neglect has taken its toll, with portions
of the structure on the verge of collapse. The first phase — to sta-
bilize the building — was completed by NPS preservationists this
summer. Beginning this winter, experts in archaeology, dendro-
chronology (dating through growth rings in timber), paint analy-
sis and more will investigate and document the secrets hidden in
the building’s architecture. This process will hopefully determine
its age and inform the remaining restoration work and future use
of the building. The final step will be an exterior restoration.

The house, possibly incorporating an older structure, was
built by Mary Jane Dogan, who operated a store from the site.
She was influential in establishing the Groveton Ladies Memorial
Association and nearby Groveton Confederate Cemetery. William
H. and Mary Ellen Dogan inherited the home upon her death.
Mary Ellen had ministered to wounded soldiers as a teen during
the war was later a Dogan family spokesperson when Congress was
considering purchasing battlefield land.

To donate or learn more visit www.savedogan.org or contact
cforman@manassasbattlefield.org. Follow the Manassas Battlefield
Trust on Facebook for project updates!*

VALOROUS TV

offers exclusive discount to American Bartlefield Trust members

N TODAY’S MEDIA landscape, there are plenty
of streaming services. But only one, Valorous TV,
focuses exclusively on sharing stories of uncom-
mon courage via great movies, films, documenta-
ries, news, current events, stories, photo galleries,
interviews and information from all around the world. It’s a home
for not just war stories, but all manner of acts of bravery, struggle
and courage under hardship, including those from law enforce-
ment, emergency responders, medical personnel, firefighters and
ordinary citizens.

In the past year, Valorous TV has begun sharing video con-
tent created by the American Battlefield Trust — including our
“Brothers in Valor” series, which looks at the connection between
historic and modern recipients of the Medal of Honor. But now,
we are deepening our partnership in terms of content and access.

“We are very honored to partner with the American Battlefield
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Trust,” said Valorous TV president and
CEO Earl Benjamin. “We both share the
same mission to continue to preserve our
nation’s history, and we’re proud to show-
case their great work on Valorous TV to
help preserve America’s hallowed battle-
grounds of the Revolutionary War, War of
1812 and Civil War.”

To help Trust members learn more of the inspirational stories we all
enjoy, and that the channel brings so dynamically to life, Valorous TV is
extending a 25 percent discount on an annual subscription to Trust mem-
bers! To take advantage of this exclusive offer, simply enter the code
TRUSTI9 when you subscribe.

Valorous TV is available for view on numerous devices, from Apple TV
to Amazon FireTV stick to Roku. Learn more about the service and how to
connect via your favorite device at www.valoroustv.com.*

AL —

VALOROUSm

SESTRY

HE CIVIL WAR may be
the defining story in our
country’s history, but it
is not just a single story
— it’s more than three million! Each par-
ticipant has their own story, one that
impacted family, community and all the
generations who came after. Stitched
together, these individual stories define
who we became as a nation.

Ancestry® and Fold3® have been
helping people understand their ances-
tors and the individuals who fought for
causes large and small for decades.
Now, Ancestry®, Fold3® and American
Battlefield Trust are joining forces so
that you can find the veterans in your
family’s past and understand their sto-
ries and their impact on the generations
who followed.

The Trust will build upon Ancestry
and Fold3’s focus on the “who” of your
family tree, adding context as to the
“where.” Imagine a user discovering

. 7 ’ .'. [ LF -q
- Brandy Station Battlfield
& % Culpeper County, Va.
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| that an ancestor fought in the Civil War
— which will be our first data set, debut-
ing soon. The information supplied by
~ Ancestry® and Fold3® will make it pos-
~ sible to understand that connection
~ and discover the regiment to which that
_ancestor was assigned. This will then

connect to the Trust’s contributions,

e record from the 8th lilinois Cavalry

-
P

_UHIG CONNECTIONS IN YOUR FAMILY TREE

TRUST JOINS FORCES WITH ANCESTRY.COM™ AND FOLD3®

to contextualize the battlefield experience of millions of Civil War solders

integrating information * W R el try they thoroughly searched,
h 4 R L n -

about the places that indi- T R T YR leaving no nook or corner in
vndua'l fought, where m.odern E ':-ig.r'i i : which the assassin could be
Americans can stand in the : e secreted.”

footsteps of their ances- gl L Later, as Lincoln lay in
tors. Future expansions will & state in the Capitol Rotunda,
offer similar information B members of 8th |lllinois

related to the Revolutionary e
War and War of 1812. Learn
more at www.fold3.com/
projectregiment.

To showcase the story-
telling potential present in
this effort, upcming issues of
Hallowed Ground will share
the story of a member who
has uncovered fascinating
ancestral connections.

HONORING GEORGE

CASPAR HUPP’S LEGACY
THROUGH PRESERVATION
George Caspar Hupp joined
the 8th lllinois Cavalry in September 1861, and
was immediately selected
sergeant of Company K. Once
his initial term was up, he
reenlisted and served out the
war, mustering out as a first
lieutenant in July 1865. He
served on many battlefields,
but a duty after the guns fell
silent at Appomattox was
particularly notable.

The evening of April 14,
1865, a bullet from the assas-
sin John Wilkes Booth ended
President Lincoln’s life, and
the 8th lllinois Cavalry was
pressed into action.

“Monday, April [7th,
General Gamble receive orders to proceed
with his staff, the Eighth lllinois Cavalry and
Sixteenth New York Cavalry to Washington, to
attend the funeral and search for the assas-
sin of President Lincoln,” wrote the unit’s sur-
geon Abner Hard. “The Eighth were at once
sent down the Maryland side of the Potomac,
in the vicinity of Port Tobacco, which coun-
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- Cavalry were among those
who stood guard. Whether
Hupp drew such duty is
unknown, but he would have
been nearby, his heart, no
doubt, heavy.
Prior to the war, Hupp
had lived in LaSalle County,
lll., with his mother, Mary
DeBolt Hupp, and several
siblings. His father, John,
disappears from the histori-
cal record in the late 1850s,
several years after ventur-
ing to Oregon, a journey that
claimed the life of an older
son, Wilson.

The 8th lllinois Cavalry was attached
to the Army of the Potomac for the duration
of the war. George fought at Williamsburg,
Fair Oaks east of Richmond, Antietam,
Fredericksburg and Brandy Station, where he
was wounded. Late in the war, the unit was
stationed in Burke’s Station, Va. Continually
harassed by Confederate Col. John Moshy’s
rangers, they nonetheless held their own,
causing Mosby to later write that the 8th
lllinois was “the best cavalry regiment in the
Army of the Potomac.”

After the war, Hupp returned to lllinois
and married Mary Callagan, the daughter
of Irish immigrants. Together, they had six
children and ran a farm. He passed away at
the age of 70 in Somonauk, lIl.

Subsequent generations of the Hupp
family have not forgotten George’s sacrifice
to preserve our nation. His third great grand-
son, William Hupp, is member of the American
Battlefield Trust’s board and a marker honor-
ing the contributions of both men stands on
Fleetwood Hill at Brandy Station, site of a sig-
nificant preservation victory for the Trust.x
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SUCCESS STORIES

G

 ABPP-SPONSORED STUDIES.

uncover countless historical mysteries

ONGTIME MEMBERS
of the American Battlefield
Trust are undoubtedly famil-
iar with the National Park
Service’s American Battlefield Protection
Program (ABPP) in regards to the matching
funds distributed through its Battlefield Land
Acquisition Grants. But that entity plays a much
broader and deeper role in the protection and
interpretation of America’s military history, not
all of which may be as immediately apparent to
casual Trust supporters. But this Park Service
office, based in Washington, D.C., is among the
greatest resources for military historians and
preservationists.

Created by an act of Congress in 1990,
ABPP has as its mission to offer assistance
“in planning, interpreting, and protecting sites
where historic battles were fought on American
soil during the armed conflicts that shaped the
growth and development of the United States,
in order that present and future generations
may learn and gain inspiration from the ground
where Americans made their ultimate sacrifice.”
Today, the office includes professional archae-
ologists, landscape architects, preservation
planners and historians, as well as grant admin-
istrators and other professionals.

Long before ABPP ever issued a match-
ing grant to purchase battlefield property, it
instituted a Planning Grant program to provide
monies for site identification, documentation,
planning and interpretation. For the first four
years, these grants were limited to Civil War
sites, but the purview expanded to all conflicts
on American soil in 1996.

In all, ABPP has now awarded more than
$22 million in planning grants for some 620
projects in 42 states related to battlefields
stretching from Vermont to Palau in the western
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Archaeologists
fromthe University

of Mississippi have dug
at the Grand Village

of the Natchez Indians.
BENHILLYER /

* The Natchez Democrat

Pacific Ocean, and across time from Spanish
contact with Native American tribes through
World War IlI. Individual grants have ranged
from $5,000 to more than $100,000 and are
issued with no requirement for matching funds
or in-kind services.

Among the projects funded have been inter-
pretive plans for new battlefield parks, research
to create robust nominations for the National
Register of Historic Places and seed money
to create alliances, partnerships and friends
groups. But work of this nature is typically con-
ducted, at least in part, offsite. The most visible
projects to have been cosponsored by ABPP are
those that involve archaeological survey or exca-
vation, of which there have been scores.

In 2019 alone, ABPP is funding several proj-
ects of a noninvasive nature, including LiDAR
work, Phase | cultural resource studies and
even an underwater resource assessment for
submerged areas of the World War Il Kwajalein
Atoll Battlefield in the Republic of the Marshall
Islands. In terms of traditional excavations,
ABPP is contributing to work at the Ruff’s Mill
Civil War Battlefield in Georgia and the Pottery
Mound and Sevilleta sites in New Mexico asso-
ciated with Pueblo-Spanish conflicts of the I6th
and I7th centuries. You can read the full list of
2019 awardees below.

Moreover, ABPP’s commitment to support-
ing the field of conflict archaeology stretches
back virtually to its origins and has made sig-
nificant contributions to American’s interaction
with its military history. For example, a 2002
grant conducted excavations in Monroe, Mich.,
at what has since become River Raisin National
Battlefield Park. ABPP has also helped institute
methodologies that imbue archaeological exca-
vations of hattle sites with the same KOCOA
military terrain analysis applied to surface land-
scapes, resulting in more nuanced findings.*

Recipients of
2019 American Battlefield
Protection Program
Planning Grants
Announced

HIS YEAR, the American
Battlefield Protection
Program distributed a
total of $1.17 million in
funding for projects at 16 battlefields in
10 states. These sites represent events
from the first period of Spanish contact
in the Americas through World War II.

Congratulations to this year’s recipi-
ents: American Battlefield Trust for
friends group best practices, national;
Chester  County for Brandywine
Battlefield (Revolutionary War),
Pennsylvania; East Carolina University
for Kwajalein Atoll Battlefield (WWII),
Republic of the Marshall Islands; Fort
Phil Kearney Bozeman Trail Association
for Fetterman Battle, Crazy Woman Battle
and Cantonment Reno (Red Cloud’s
War), Wyoming; Fort Ticonderoga
Association for the Carillon Battlefield
(French and Indian War), New York; Great
Bridge Battlefield Foundation for Great
Bridge Battlefield (Revolutionary War),
Virginia; LAMAR Institute for Ruff’s Mill
Battlefield (Civil War), Georgia; Maryland
Department of Natural Resources for
Fort Frederick (French and Indian War),
Maryland; New York Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation for
Sackets Harbor Battlefield (War of 1812),
New York; North Carolina Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources for USCT
battlefields (Civil War), North Carolina;
Pueblo of Isleta for the Pottery Mound
and Sevilleta sites (Spanish-Pueblo
conflicts), New Mexico; Preservation
Maryland for Falling Waters Battlefield
(Civil War), Maryland; Research
Foundation for the State University of
New York for Oneida Castle Battlefield
(Revolutionary War), New York; Temple
University for an administrative his-
tory of federal battlefield preservation;
University of South Carolina for Camden
Battlefield (Revolutionary War), South
Carolina; University of Wisconsin for
Battle Hollow (Dakota and Ojibwe con-
flicts), Wisconsin.
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PROFILES 72 PRESERVATION
RECOGNIZING INDIVIDUAL AGHIEVEMENT

DR. STEPHEN HUMPHREYS

AVAR Chief Executive Officer

Bringing a vision for the holistic care of disabled veterans
to life, while advancing our understanding
of historic sites around the world

TEPHEN HUMPHREYS took a circuitous path
to his current position as a tutor in archaeol-
ogy at the United Kingdom’s University of
Durham, where he completed his doctorate
earlier this year, and CEO of American Veteran
Archaeological Relief (AVAR). From his youth in Texas, he
detoured through a deployment to the Middle East as an officer
in the U.S. Air Force and earned a master’s degree in theology
before finding his passion in archaeology and his life’s calling in
using that science to help disabled veterans find purpose after
leaving the military.

He joined the Air Force as a 22-year-old lieutenant, fresh
from undergraduate studies in history at the University of North
Texas. During his six years in uniform, Humphreys served as an
aircraft maintenance officer, leading teams of up to 70 airmen
and, when deployed to Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom, bearing direct responsiblity for
assets valued at up to $2.6 billion. Through his service, he rose
to the rank of captain and became an assistant professor of aero-
space studies at Texas A&M University, teaching courses on the
evolution of American air and space power.

Despite these successes, Humphreys recognized, “I really

Photo by DOUG MENUEZ

wasn’t that interested in jets — I was interested
in taking care of my folks. So after a few years, I
separated from the Air Force so I could become
a chaplain. Then I would go back to the military
in that capacity and really focus on taking care
of those troops, the thing I was most passionate
about.”

Soon, however, fate intervened. While
Humphreys was enrolled at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary’s Divinity Program — a
master’s in that discipline being a military prereq-
uisite for a chaplaincy — he had the opportunity
to volunteer on an archaeological dig in Israel.

“As soon as I started digging, it changed my
life. T immediately went back and changed all
my coursework to pursue a master’s in archae-
ology” With his research interest focused on the
early Christian church and the development of
the idea of charity, and some coursework already
completed, he also completed a second master’s
in theology.

The third major pivot point that bought
Humphreys to found AVAR occurred in 2015,
early in his doctoral program, when he was
sought out to join a phase of an ongoing excava-
tion at Vindolanda, a Roman fort along Hadrian’s Wall.

“The Brits are the ones who came up with the idea of put-
ting disabled vets on digs; they started doing it [with Operation
Nightingale™ and the Defense Archaeology Group] in 2011.
And they found out there was an ex-U.S. military officer doing
research right next to them in Durham and got in contact. So I
went out with them and immediately thought, ‘Wow, this is some-
thing we’ve got to do. This would work as well, if not better, with
American veterans.”

Since founding AVAR the following year, Humphreys has
seen how deeply AVAR’s mission — using archaeology as a tan-
gible way to help veterans connect and foster confidence during
their reintegration into civilian life — resonates with participants
and supporters. Dig opportunities typically fill up months in
advance, and partnerships with outstanding entities take shape
regularly. A 2018 dig at a Shaker settlement in New York State
in partnership with crowdfunding organization DigVentures
received grant funding from National Geographic. During the
2019 season, in addition to a joint effort with the Trust and the
National Park Service at Saratoga, AVAR undertook the excava-
tion of a 1944 American B-24 Liberator crash site alongside the
University of York and a similar British veterans group, Breaking
Ground Heritage. The mission — collect information that could
lead to the identification and recovery of U.S. service members
still unaccounted for — was pursued in official partnership with
the U.S. Department of Defense’s POW/MIA Accounting Office.

Through it all, Humphreys has tried to retain the spark that
drew him to archaeology in the first place: “That sense of discov-
ery really stuck with me — the idea that every flip of the trowel
could turn up something. It’s something that I've carried over
into AVAR, because I think that’s something people want out of
archaeology: the idea that there’s something down there, but we
won’t know what it is until we find it”%
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VETERANS for BATTLEFIELDS
A BROTHERHOOD OF SERVICE

ALL ABOUT AVAR

A veteran-driven nonprofir
promoting psychological healing
through field archaeology

MERICAN Veterans Archaeological Recovery
(AVAR) was founded in 2016, the brain-
child of two veterans who came to believe
in the power of this interactive experience
to empower former servicemen and women,
and aid them in their reintegration into civil-
ian society. While any veteran or active duty personnel, regardless
of branch of service, is eligible to register for AVAR-sponsored
projects, the majority of participants are veterans with a disability
rating for service-related physical and mental health disabilities.

The organization is inspired by Operation Nightingale™
a British program of the Defence Archaeology Group under the
Ministry of Defence (MOD) that partners professional archaeol-
ogists with wounded, injured or sick service personnel to excavate
sites on MOD-owned properties. This is a significant mission, as
MOD owns approximately one percent of the United Kingdom
mainland, including 777 scheduled monuments and portions
of 10 UNESCO World Heritage Sites — including Hadrian’s
Wall and Stonehenge. The Ministry’s work is often supported by
Breaking Ground Heritage, and after being invited to participate
on one of these digs during his doctoral studies in the United
Kington, AVAR CEO Stephen Humphreys knew that a similar
program would also thrive in America.

A typical archaeological project involves many volunteers
who have no prior dig experience. By placing veterans in these
volunteer spots, the corps is instantly imbued with traits that
commonly exist in those who have served in the military in
quantities exceeding the general population — outstanding work
ethic, tolerance for difficult physical conditions, precision in
following intricate directives. Thus, veterans make natural archae-
ologists — in fact, there is a long tradition of famous figures
moving between the two fields.

But AVAR goes further than simply capitalizing on this
natural inclination. Whereas even the most community-based
conventional expedition is primarily focused on how its ama-
teur participants can benefit the professionals and advance the
research, an AVAR project seeks the reverse: It uses the experience
to benefit these volunteers. It’s a concept AVAR calls “rehabilita-
tion archaeology,” which, at its heart, is about capturing what
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archaeology can do for people, not what these people can do for
archaeology.

Most existing veterans therapy programs provide a single
enjoyable experience, which is beneficial in its own way. But
AVAR provides a long-term commitment to send veterans home
from a dig with more than great memories. Participants prog-
ress through three tiers of involvement with the organization as
they acquire real-world skills and expertise applicable in a vari-

!
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ety of vocations. This clear progression is reminiscent of military
ranks, a type of categorization that veterans miss in civilian life.
The tiers aren’t designed to produce professional archaeologists,
but they can provide a great foundation for anyone who decides
to pursue that path. Instead, AVAR focuses on building individu-
als’ confidence and giving them awareness of the significance of
archaeology and historic preservation.

Tier 1 (or Core) projects — like the one detailed in this issue
at Saratoga — are an ideal entry point for new AVAR partici-
pants. No prior experience or working knowledge of archaeo-
logical techniques is necessary. Here, they work as part of a large
team of veterans alongside the full spectrum of AVAR special-
ists, who can assess an individual participant’s physical and psy-
chological needs. Participants receive one-on-one mentoring to
establish their goals for the project and how they can use their
time to build applicable real-world skills they can use long after
leaving the field. These projects are ideal for veterans who are
still becoming accustomed to civilian life, who want to recapture
some spirit of their time in uniform while discovering tangible

ways they can use existing skills to further a cause. Emphasis is
placed on providing a strong foundation in archaeological tech-
niques, including cutting-edge technologies, under the guidance
of recognized technical experts who are present at every stage
of the expedition. All Tier 1 projects have been located in the
United States, but Saratoga was the organization’s first opportu-
nity to dig on an American battlefield; previous sites include the
Shaker settlement at Mount Lebanon, N.Y.
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Some participants may wish to only join Tier 1 projects,
but those who show deep interest in the field of archaeology and
the AVAR mission may move on to Tier 2. These recon excava-
tions place veterans in more exotic locations — often outside
the United States — based on their specific interests and abili-
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ties. AVAR incorporates cultural immersion activities into these
excavations, so that our veterans build friendships with our host
country partners while they act as ambassadors for the United
States military veteran community. Recon excavations prioritize
skills progression, exposure to new cultures and development of
expertise in peer support. After completing the Saratoga proj-
ect in June 2019, the AVAR team went to the United Kingdom
in September to work alongside numerous partners, including

During the Saratoga project, AVAR
participants carefully extracted artifacts that
had been pinpointed during survey work
through noninvasive technigques.

the U.S. Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency,
to excavate the site of a 1944 B-24 aircraft crash. Another team
joined the Beit Lehi Regional Project in Israel, in partnership
with Hebrew University, the Israel Antiquities Authority, and the
Beit Lehi Foundation.

Finally, Tier 3 (Solo) projects more fully integrate expe-
rienced AVAR veterans into the broader archaeological com-
munity by providing competitive scholarships to participate in
projects of their own choosing. Those at this level have shown
themselves capable of functioning without AVAR’s support and
showcase the special skills that veterans bring onto a dig team.
By funding their independent work, AVAR is giving these vet-
erans a significant advantage in their pursuit of archaeology as
a career or hobby, and welcoming them to a new phase in the
AVAR community, where they become mentors to those begin-
ning their journey in rehabilitation archaeology. In 2019, AVAR
sent two accomplished diggers to assist at the Crow Canyon
Archaeological Center in Colorado and another to Tel Abel Beth
Maacah, Israel. %
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Morning light at the

Great Redoubt at Saratoga
National Historical Park

in Stillwater, N.Y.
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WHEN GOLIATH
BLINKED

No British field army in history had ever surrendered.
Trapped on the hills overlooking the Hudson River,
surrounded and running short of supplies, Lieutenant General
John Burgoyne contemplated the impossible.

byERIC SCHNITZER
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HERE WERE HUNDREDS of
battles, skirmishes and sieges fought
during the American War for Indepen-
dence (1775-1783), and the sites of many
are preserved as private, state and national
historic sites, parks or monuments. A more
limited number were decisively signifi-
cant to the American Revolutionary cause
— the opening shots at Lexington and
Concord, the Christmas crossing of the
Delaware and surprise attack at Trenton,
George Washington’s personal charge at
Princeton, the double-envelopment of
British forces at Cowpens, Cornwallis’s
surrender at Yorktown.

And yet, the Battles of Saratoga have
long held special distinction among the
panoply of famed battles — the phrase
“Turning Point of the Revolutionary War”
was coined for Saratoga. But their signifi-
cance stretches even further, into the scope
and breadth of worldwide warfare as well.
How could two battles fought in rural up-
state New York in the fall of 1777 possibly
rate so importantly?

In June 1777, a British army stationed
in Canada commanded by Lieutenant-
General John Burgoyne began an expedi-
tion intent on capturing Albany, N.Y. Once
taken, Albany would serve as a staging
ground from which the British could there-
after threaten New England or the lower
Hudson River Valley, creating a potentially
insurmountable rift between regions of the
new nation. Isolating rebellious New Eng-
land with its higher concentration of Pa-
triots appealed to London, which preferred
a primary theater of war in regions where
Loyalist support could be rallied. Burgoyne
understood that British grand strategy
called for a simultaneous push northward
by a second force from New York City,
meant to rendezvous with his own. But pri-
orities had shifted toward Philadelphia and
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no second prong materialized.

After months of campaigning, featur-
ing relative triumphs for each side — the
virtually bloodless British recapture of
Fort Ticonderoga set against the conclusive
American victory in the Battle of Benning-
ton — the American and British armies fi-
nally met in earnest battle about 40 miles
north of Albany on September 19, 1777.
The Battle of Freeman’s Farm came about
when riflemen under Colonel Daniel Mor-
gan and a contingent of light infantry led a
reconnaissance in force from the American
lines, which the British threatened to flank.
Ultimately, Burgoyne’s troops carried the
field, but at a loss of 600 men — a roughly
10 percent casualty rate that exacerbated
the steady attrition of his forces from de-
sertion and lack of supplies. Receiving
word that British troops were finally head-
ing north from New York to assist him,
Burgoyne chose to dig in and wait. Those
reinforcements never materialized, having
turned back south of Albany.

Two and a half weeks later, the armies

BURGOYNE

DID NOT SIMPLY
SURRENDER

A BRITISH ARMY —
HE SURRENDERED
THE FIRST BRITISH
ARMY IN WORLD

H'STORY,
|

clashed again in the October 7 Battle of
Bemus Heights (alternately rendered as
Bemis Heights). Buoyed by militia units
from across the region and 2,000 Conti-
nentals under General Benjamin Lincoln
recalled from an excursion against Ticon-
deroga, the American ranks had swollen
during the interim. The British, meanwhile,
had been surviving on half-rations for a
fortnight.

Amidst a British reconnaissance in
force, the Americans counterattacked
across the Barber Wheatfield, clashing
at the Balcarres Redoubt and the Brey-
mann Redoubt. American Major General
Benedict Arnold, although stripped of his
command following a personal dispute
with General Horatio Gates, was famously
wounded while leading victorious Ameri-
cans against the latter.

In truth, the Battles of Saratoga them-
selves — the collective designation for the
Battle of Freeman’s Farm and the Battle of
Bemus Heights — were not war winning.
The first was a strategic win but a tactical
loss for the cause of independence. And,
while the second was a decisive victory, oth-
ers, including Bennington, Vt., and Kings
Mountain, S.C., were even more so. But be-
cause military victories are often measured
by their political consequences — warfare
is, after all, usually a manifestation of polit-
ical designs — the Battles of Saratoga were
second to none.

Having lost the Battle of Bemus
Heights, Burgoyne retreated north about
eight miles to a hamlet then called Saratoga
— now known as the Village of Schuyler-
ville — and hunkered down in strangely
apathetic fashion. This nonchalance al-
lowed the American army to pursue, sur-
round and besiege Burgoyne, forcing him
to send a flag of truce and enter into nego-
tiations with the Americans who, by then,
outnumbered him nearly three-to-one. Af-
ter days of negotiations, Burgoyne surren-
dered his army of nearly 7,000 to Gates on
October 17, 1777.

The ramifications were immediate and
far-reaching. Burgoyne did not simply sur-
render a British army — he surrendered
the first British army in world history.
The removal of this army simultaneously
quashed British plans to conquer upstate
New York and freed up thousands of Con-
tinental troops so they could be redeployed
to join Washington’s forces near Philadel-
phia, placing most in winter quarters at
Valley Forge. After a string of demoralizing
defeats in 1776 and 1777, this victory in-
spired, encouraged and motivated Ameri-
ca’s depressed and despondent forces. The
resounding battlefield defeat of a British
army was, in fact, possible.

Just as significant, the impact stretched
well beyond American shores. Gates’s victo-
ry over Burgoyne was the primary impetus
King Louis XVI needed to recognize the in-
dependence of the United States of Ameri-
ca, making France the first world power to
do so. Further, the ancien régime joined the
United States in a formal military and com-
mercial alliance. French aid, in the form of
arms, camp equipage, ammunition, money
and clothing, as well as French army and
naval support, were essential for U.S. vic-
tory in the war. This was particularly mani-
fested at Yorktown, Va. The French Navy
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For FREE, larger downloadable maps — including an additional one of the September 19, 1777,
fighting at Freeman's Farm, go to www.battlefields.org/maps
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= John Trumball’s famous painting
W Surrender of Burgoyne at Saratoga
= _resides in the U.S. Capitol.

closed Chesapeake Bay as a route of resup-
ply and relief, allowing French engineers
and artillerists to orchestrate an impressive
allied siege and bombardment. Ultimately,
the world turned upside down, and the
second British army in world history was
“Burgoyned” as Cornwallis surrendered his
entire field command on October 19, 1781.

As if this were not enough, Great Brit-
ain could no longer afford to focus on the
conflict in America alone, since French en-
try into the war resulted in fighting over co-
lonial possessions on a global scale. French-
allied Spain declared war on Britain in 1779

and the Netherlands went to
war with Britain in 1780.
Battles on land and sea were
fought in places as far-flung
as modern-day Florida, the Mississippi
River Basin, the Caribbean, the Bahamas,
Nicaragua, Guyana, the Channel Islands,
Gibraltar, Senegal, Ghana, the Gambia and
Sri Lanka. The French-allied Kingdom of
Mysore (in modern India) declared war
against the British too, resulting in major
fighting throughout India’s southern inte-
rior in 1780-1784.

Great Britain was overwhelmed with
enemies the world over. The diffusion of
its forces to protect and strike at colonial
possessions was too great a strain to sus-
tain. Needing to extricate itself from the

GATES’S VICTORY

OVER BURGOYNE WAS
THE PRIMARY IMPETUS
KING LOUIS XVI NEEDED
TO RECOGNIZE THE
INDEPENDENCE OF

THE UNITED STATES

OF AMERICA.

scenario of no-win global
warfare, Great Britain agreed
to make peace with the newly
recognized United States in
1783. American victory over
the British was made possible
by the French alliance — and
Saratoga had made that alli-
ance possible.

The success of the Amer-
ican war for independence in turn inspired
colonial uprisings around the globe and
enshrined representative democracy as the
dominant political philosophy of the en-
tire Western Hemisphere. For this reason,
R. W. Apple, chief correspondent for the
New York Times Magazine’s “Best of” Mil-
lennium Edition in 1999, deemed Saratoga
“the most important battle ever fought in
the world within the last 1,000 years.” %

Eric Schnitzer has been an interpreter and
historian at Saratoga National Historical
Park for more than 20 years. Earlier this
year, he collaborated with the celebrated
military history artist to publish the richly
illustrated Don Troiani’s Campaign to
Saratoga —1777.

A cannon at Saratoga National
Historical Park marks the British
position at Balcarres Redoubt.
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HEN LIGHTS BEGIN TO APPEAR

in the windows of the rented home in upstate New York, dawn has yet to penetrate
the forested landscape. Those inside may not all share blood, but they are tied to-
gether by a different sort of unbreakable bond. And, though they met as strangers,
when their time here ends, they will consider each other family.

For four weeks in May and June 2019, this place is home base for a crew of
some 30 veterans from the conflicts in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan — many
of them disabled physically or psychologically — brought together by American
Veterans Archaeological Recovery (AVAR), a nonprofit dedicated to promoting the
well-being of disabled veterans transitioning to civilian life through field archaeol-
ogy. They have come to assist the National Park Service (NPS) in its investigation of
a key site associated with the Revolutionary War Battle of Saratoga, serving in two
different teams to gain exposure to all aspects of the archaeological process — from
high-tech surveys, to physical excavation, to the careful recordation of data.

While AVAR has previously been able to bring participants to archaeological
sites in America and military sites overseas, this is the organization’s first opportu-
nity to explore hallowed ground in its home nation.

“To dig in an actual historic American battlefield ... warrants that sense of
‘more’ that you get from being in the military,” acknowledges participant Zeth
Lujan, an Army combat veteran. “You think about how millions of people have
worn that uniform. And that millions are going to come after us, after our service
is done.”

A combat veteran standing on a historic battlefield has a vastly different expe-
rience than someone who has never come under fire. Not only do they instinctively
connect with that landscape in terms of military science — scanning for defensible
positions, mapping out avenues of approach — they can imprint their own field
experience unto soldiers of the past. To a veteran, the thousands of soldiers who
waited for an order to charge aren’t statistics in a history book, they are fully real-
ized individuals. The soldiers they envision wear the faces of real-life comrades,
friends they lost on the fields of Iraq or the mountains of Afghanistan, even if they

-
< carrya musket and powder horn.

¥ “When I first set foot on the Saragota Battlefield, it took me back,” says Gun-

nery Sgt. Oscar Fuentes, who is still an active
duty Marine, although his wife has completed
her service and they participate in AVAR to-
gether. “I could imagine those soldiers getting
ready for that battle. I remember what I would
do the night before going forwards, how I felt
when we were at base camp. I know that feel-
ing: thinking that tomorrow is uncertain. The
weaponry does not compare to what we have
now, and the tactics are way different. But that
feeling is overwhelming. I can imagine myself
on that battlefield.”

Bringing veterans to such a place is a
powerful goal in itself, but by letting them
physically delve into the past, AVAR is a means
for today’s warriors to reach out and touch the
soldiers who came before them. To tell their
stories through these tangible artifacts left be-
hind. And in doing so to discover something
new about themselves.

“To dig up a button or something that
an American militiaman actually wore on his
uniform, it blows my mind,” says retired Air
Force Captain Karen Reed of Sandia Park,
N.M.,an AVAR rookie on her first dig. “As a war
veteran, that’s my heritage, because we trace
our military lineage back to those militias.
So to be able to sit under a tree where a first
American — not a British colonial, but an
American — sat, and most likely died, in that
fight for us is a very, very sobering feeling.”

F THERE are certain points in
time upon which history hinges,
one of them undoubtedly oc-
curred in the autumn of 1777, on
bluffs over the Hudson River, near
the modern village of Schuyler-
ville, N.Y. Following two engagements fought
here at Freeman’s Farm and Bemus Heights,
British General John Burgoyne surrendered
his command to the Continentals under
General Horatio Gates on October 17. It was
the first time an entire British field army had
ever capitulated, and the unprecedented event
caught the attention of King Louis XV, result-
ing in the formal allegiance of France to the
American cause. This international support,
which later came to also include the Spanish
and Dutch, was instrumental in securing the
American victory.

Despite the broad sweep of the battle be-
ing well understood, many specifics have been
lost to time, a typical situation with engage-
ments from this period. Thanks to a conflu-
ence of factors, Revolutionary War battles are
relatively undocumented, compared to those
of later eras. No robust system of after-action

reports by officers at all levels had yet been im-
plemented in either army. Lower literacy rates
among enlisted soldiers during the 18th cen-
tury means fewer letters and diaries to draw
from. Lack of technologies like photography
— to capture landscapes and landmarks —
or lithographic printing — to mass-produce
what sketches and maps were recorded in the
aftermath — also play a role. Then there is the

simple passage of time: two-and-a-half centu-
ries is ample time for what documentary evi-
dence was created to have been lost.

One of those missing moments is the
fight for the Barber Wheatfield, the opening
clash of the Second Battle of Saratoga on Oc-
tober 7, 1777. Some things are certain: British
and German troops advanced into the field to
gather food. They were met by an aggressive
advance, as American troops pushed out from
their fortified position and drove the British
back to their lines. The fighting was fierce: In
less than an hour, the British lost 90 dead, 180

A COMBAT VETERAN
STANDING ON

HAS A VASTLY
DIFFERENT
EXPERIENCE

THAN SOMEONE WHO
HAS NEVER COME
UNDER FIRE.

wounded and 180 captured, while the Ameri-
cans suffered 150 total casualties.
Beyond that? Plenty of mystery.

NTER ARCHAEOLOGY,
a scientific process that
can turn the battlefield
itself into a powerful pri-
mary source. Surveying a
battlefield may uncover
both revelatory individual
artifacts and distribution
patterns that imply specific scenarios. A heavy,

¥y
. . [ )
linear concentration of un- a-
impacted musket balls Lh
could indicate where troops were
positioned, as many soldiers accidentally
dropped ammunition while they sought to
reload. The scatter pattern of artillery frag-
ments can be analyzed to triangulate where
a battery was placed.

And while analysis has been conducted

William Markum, U.S. Marine Corps and
AVAR chief finaneial officer

for some portions of the battlefield, and sig-
nificant findings have been recorded, experts
agree that much work remains to be done. It’s
simply a matter of finding the means — the
time, the team, the funding — to pursue it.
“We have the historical sources that
indicate how the battle unfolded,” said Bill
Griswold, who led the Saratoga project
on behalf of the Park Service’s North-
east Region Archeology Program.
“If's just that we’ve never been ._.=.
able to really ground proof T
with features on the landscape. g

-
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It’s not so much debunking as it is adding
additional information to the narrative.”

The opportunity to perform archaeologi-
cal research on core battlefield land inside a na-
tional park is exceedingly rare. Anyone found
to be metal detecting or excavating without
permit faces jail time and harsh fines, and the
National Park Service has a far longer list of
potential projects than manpower and funding
can accomplish in any given season. With near-
ly 100 parks and historic sites in the Northeast
Region alone, NPS has had to develop a com-
petitive application process to prioritize ac-
tivities. There can also be hesitancy to disturb

_ the hallowed ground of a battlefield without a
“#s_ compelling case for the research.

“For many years, we have wanted to
tackle large landscape surveys of the
% battlefields to better understand the

’ history and to potentially confirm
-
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troop locations and the sites of historic
homes,” said Saratoga National Histori-

cal Park superintendent Amy Bracewell.
“When the American Battlefield Trust
reached out to me with the interest to
partner with AVAR, I knew this was our
moment. This survey is embarking on

a completely innovative approach to
archaeology, and what better partner

than the American Battlefield Trust?

The Trust has supported innovative research
and land protection approaches since its in-
ception. With AVAR on board, we are able to
expand our abilities in battlefield archaeology
with veterans who understand intimately the
nature of war.”

The work done at Saratoga is a far
cry from the stereotypes made popular by
Indiana Jones, and involves methodologies
made possible by 21st-century technology.

Every finding — each beep
emmitted by high-tech equipment —
is dutifully recorded.

Because AVAR takes a holistic approach to veteran
wellness, participants also engage in stretching and
physical therapy. = ke M 2

".

i L gt
AVAR participants remain iniler SRS S5
the watchful eye aftrained specialists: ="~

“WHEN YOU GET

A GROUP OF
VETERANS TOGETHER
WHO HAVE
DONE THE HARD
GRUNT WORK,

ALL OF A SUDDEN,
EVERYTHING

IS GETTING DONE
WITHOUT EVEN
BEING ASKED.”

The process begins with an aerial survey of
the site, in which specially permitted un-
manned aircraft systems utilize light detection
and ranging (LiDAR) equipment to generate
a detailed 3D model of the landscape and cap-
ture oblique aerial photography. This process
helps identify historical features of the land-
scape not visible from the ground, including
road traces and building foundations.

Next comes a ground survey, conducted

by specialists from NPS’s Midwest Archeol-
ogy Center, in which an all-terrain vehicle
tows a specially designed magnetometer with
multiple sensors across the landscape. Be-
yond ground-penetrating radar, this process
also captures magnetic gradient, conductiv-
ity and multispectral imaging. Then it is time
for boots on the ground, as AVAR participants
receive training in state-of-the-art equipment
with volunteer instructors from Advanced
Metal Detecting for the Archaeologist and
begin to systematically survey the field.

Only once all of these data are compiled
and layered together does anyone lift a shovel,
ensuring minimal disturbance of these his-
toric landscapes. Traditional archaeological
methods, including the digging of test plots,
serve to confirm the initial investigations and
carefully extract pre-identified anomalies
to determine their nature and significance.
Details about each excavated item are care-
fully logged, ultimately creating the most ro-
bust view of the battlefield possible. Further
analysis in the lab will aid in verifying — or
refuting — troop locations as they are
proposed on historical maps.

No one plays Reveille to rouse the AVAR
crew, but years spent in uniform make wak-
ing with the sun, if not before, feel natural.
By 6:00 a.m., the pair on current rotation to
prepare breakfast is hard at work. The meal
is a communal affair and includes a briefing
on expected weather for the day, not to deter-
mine whether their efforts could be curtailed,
only to assess what gear might be needed to
muscle through. Then everyone piles into ve-
hicles for the hour-plus journey — driving is
another duty that rotates through the ranks
— to the dig site.

At Saratoga, conscious of the physical
limitations of some disabled veterans, AVAR
staff begins the day with a team stretching ses-
sion. Fieldwork typically occurs in two-hour
blocks, with scheduled breaks for food or rest.
Lunch is a longer pause, sometimes with a
presentation on how to build a résumé suited
for pursuing a career in archaeology, or the
benefits of another veteran-focused program
that a participant has enjoyed. AVAR pays for
participant meals through private donations,
but lunches are sometimes donated by local
groups; sandwiches may be delivered by a Girl
Scout troop, for example.

Conditions, as described by Reed, are
all that you would expect for a job that puts
you in the thick of the summertime elements,
digging in the dirt of an open field: “It’s hot,
and there’s ticks, and there’s mosquitoes and,

there’s sunburn. And ‘Oh my v
God, 'm sweating. It’s grueling

on your knees; you're up, youre down.

A lot of people out here have bad-news bad
joints, so everything hurts.”

Despite the remarkable assistance ren-
dered by modern technologies, the labor re-
quired once even limited excavation begins is
grueling. “People are surprised at how physi-
cally demanding excavations are. It varies a
little from one site to the next. But, in general,
about 80 percent of a dig is moving dirt with
a pickax, a shovel and a bunch of buckets or
wheelbarrows; the other 20 percent is fine-
detail work,” says AVAR CEO Stephen Hum-
phreys, himself a former Air Force captain
and veteran. “When you find something, it’s
because you've earned it. That difficulty is key
for therapeutic impact ... a lot of our partici-
pants struggle with insomnia, but we find that
eight hours of digging will usually cure that”

AVAR puts into practice the concept of
rehabilitation archaeology, which posits that
being involved in this veteran-focused group
setting can be beneficial to those seeking to
reintegrate into civilian life after a military
career. By uncovering the stories hidden for
more than two centuries, the veterans are
playing a role in protecting the battlefield.
But, as Humphreys says, “The research that
were doing also indicates that that battlefield
is saving our veterans.”

And America’s veterans need saving.
According to a survey by the RAND Center
for Military Health Policy Research, almost
one-third of those who have returned from
deployments in the 21st century suffer from
the invisible wounds of mental illness or trau-
matic brain injury directly tied to their ser-
vice. Worse still, only half of those who suffer
from these conditions seek medical help for
them — and only half of those receive fully
adequate care. Even those whose experienc-
es have not resulted in diagnosable mental
health conditions face an uphill battle to rein-
tegrate into civilian life.

In quantitative terms, AVAR utilizes the
Department of Defense’s Pain Assessment
Screening Tool and Outcomes Registry survey
to measure the program’s physical and mental
impact. But AVAR management emphasizes
that qualitative measures specific to individu-
als are far more important to them. “We’re
vets t00, so our participants are like family
to us. If one of our participants who was
previously isolated and spending
most of their time on a couch starts .3,
a degree program after going on h

e
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Occupational therapy students
e from Sacred Heart University took
part in the project.in.order to gain
hands-on experience providing
therapeutic services for military

a dig — even if that degree isn’t in
archaeology — we call that a win,”
says Humphreys. “If a vet who felt
lost and alone, and was contemplat-
ing becoming one of those 22 who take
their own life every day, comes out of a dig
with a new group of people who have their
back, that’s a huge win.”
Participants inherently recognize that
community is the very heart of the AVAR

first-time digger to AVAR’s chief operating of-
ficer. “For two years, I was floundering around.
When you get out of the military, you kind
of lose yourself a little bit. I missed being in a
group, being in a unit. But through AVAR, I've
learned that 'm strong. And I can still give 110
percent even though I'm a disabled veteran
myself.”

While most AVAR participants would
classify themselves as armchair historians —

ployment with the 10th Mountain Division in
Afghanistan in 2011-2014. So historic was the
area in which they were stationed that his unit
had standard operating procedures in place for
dealing with cultural resources. veterans with emotional and
“I remember reading once that just one physical challenges.

percent of U.S. citizens go into the military. -

That statistic also applies to people as they
transition back,” says Lujan. “There’s this dis-
connect, almost a stigma, when you get out of
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Virtually all AVAR participant:
report feelings of camaraderi
and teamwork that remind them

of their time in uniform, a ty|
of interpersonal connecti
they feared |

“l DON'T KNOW

IF THERE'S A SPIRIT
TO THE OBJECT
OR WHAT,

BUT YOU PULL IT OUT
OF THE GROUND,

AND YOU HAVE

experience, far more so than any scientific
study. “I've learned a lot of history, yes,” says
retired Army sergeant Tom Wyatt. “But I've
also learned that I have not lost my ability
to connect with other soldiers — the cama-
raderie is not gone. A lot of times, when you
get out of the service you get into your own
rhythm, and you start doing other things
with your life. When you look back, you think
there’s an esprit de corps that is lost. And if
you come into a situation like this where
youre surrounded with soldiers again, it’s
. powerful because you realize that aspect of
ks your life is not gone.”
= The experience resonated power-
E # . fully with Nichol Fuentes, who went
% from being a Marine sergeant to a
+ _ medically separated veteran to a

the military, especially if youre going to col-
lege. Some people thinking how you could
have done something different but instead
you chose that. And with AVAR, you're sur-
rounded by like-minded people that have that
same approach to work — the same motiva-
tion and focus — that you do. You know you
all signed the dotted line, embraced the suck,
and now you can come here and do this.”

For nearly all participants, “this” — that
transformative moment that Lujan speaks of
with awe — is when an artifact emerges from
the ground, seen and touched for the first
time in centuries.

“Finding artifacts is absolutely amazing
in a way that I truly did not expect. I thought his decades,of experience
we'd be digging around in the ground, and with the AVAR crew. occurs afterfours and off the field. =
pull up some metal and, sure it'd be cool, for ’ {a Yo

TO THAT OBJECT.”

after leaving the field, if not before their arrival
in the program — a handful are actively in-
terested in archaeology as a long-term career,
Zeth Lujan among them. He is pursuing an un-
dergraduate degree in archaeology, technology
and historical structures from the University of
Rochester, and traces his love of the field to de-

= Some ;JfAVAR’s mosﬂmpprtantwork -

NPS's Griswold'shares

a moment. But the reality
is so different and spectacu-
lar,” says Wyatt. “I don’t know if
there’s a spirit to the object or what, but

you pull it out of the ground, and you have
an instant connection to that object. It’s tell-
ing you a story; it’s now part of all our stories
as Americans. I've heard people cheering—a
whole transect area cheering — because they
just found something.”

What AVAR gives to its participants is
obvious. But what does it contribute to the
broader field of archaeology? Simply put, an
unparalleled work ethic that drastically in-
creases an expedition’s efficiency and output.

“I don’t know how to say it without
sounding derogatory towards civilians, and I
don’t want to do that,” says Reed. “But when
you get a group of veterans together who have
done the hard grunt work — 5 o’clock in the
morning until 4 o’clock the next morning —
thrown together, all of a sudden, everything is
getting done without even being asked.”

Beyond the perseverance and tenac-
ity created by serving in uniform, participant
Greg Ashcroft, a medically separated Army
specialist from Utah, muses that the military
connection to soldiers of the past is also a
driving force. “We feel a responsibility to put
our best effort toward what we’re doing. So
that we can accomplish the mission and find
all the artifacts. Then the story can be told ac-
curately and we have it for posterity.”

Regardless of why, the results are evident.
“This was just a great partnership,” says NPS
archaeologist Griswold. “Working with AVAR
really allows us to extend our available dollars
and undertake a much bigger project than we
had originally planned. We’re getting far more
information out here then we would have
been able to if we would have had to contract
out the project, or just handle it locally... So
it’s a win-win-win-win all around.”

Not only did the participation of the
AVAR team mean more ground was covered
in 2019 than had been anticipated, but the
resounding success has paved the way for fu-
ture partnerships. NPS almost immediately
expressed interest in a second phase at Sara-
toga, potentially in 2020, as well as other future
efforts. The American Battlefield Trust stands
ready to continue its commitment to facilitat-
ing this important work.

Mary Koik is director of communications , %,
for the American Battlefield Trust. . '= o
She has spent the past dozen years as® 'J:

the editor of Hallowed Ground.
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THE POPULAR IMAGINATION, archaeological
work is centered in the field, physically digging
in the dirt. Such a picture, however, is both inac-
curate and incomplete. Modern techniques have
eliminated excessive disturbance of historic land-
scapes, instead gathering data through noninva-
sive means and limiting excavation and artifact
retrieval to highly targeted areas. Moreover, the
work of the archaeologist hardly ceases at the con-
clusion of the dig, as cleaning and cataloguing of
recovered items and data analysis may extend for
many months.

AVAR strives to ensure participants get expo-
sure to the curation and lab work of archaeology,
as well as the excavation and survey components
of the process, with teams rotating between them.
At Saratoga, AVAR volunteers worked alongside
NPS archaeologists and curators to process, clean
and document the artifacts uncovered during ear-
lier phases of the project.

“The first part of the process is identification,
which includes describing material, weight and
measurements,” said Park Service archaeologist
Joel Dukes, who is working on the analysis from
his office based at the Boott Cotton Mills Museum
in Lowell, Mass. “From this, we separate items that
are battle-related — musket ball, case shot, uni-
® . _ form buttons — from those that represent the
-f"' multiple domestic occupations of the site, like
g .. nails and utensils.
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FINDINGS FROM THE AVAR SARATOGA DIG

When the equipment is cleared and the landscape restored,

a new phase of the archaeological process begins.
This lab work provides insight and context for
the items recovered from the field
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Overlooking the Chatfield
Farm at the Saratoga
National Historical Park

Each artifact type receives different types of analysis. Take musket
balls, which are classified as either dropped — which can indicate troop
positions — or fired. Researchers identify musket-ball caliber to help
associate them with specific weapons carried by the different forces on the
field. External impact marks and dents can identify what a musket ball
struck after it was fired. Impacted balls will also be catalogued against the
degree of deformation using a Lead Bullet Deformation Index developed
based on experiments with colonial firearms, which has proven a correla-
tion between muzzle velocity and degree of bullet deformation, providing
insight into the distance traveled by recovered bullets.

“We want to answer the question: Do recoverable artifact patterns
survive that reflect the actions and specific events that produced them on
the field of battle? Using geographic information systems, we will combine
the artifact data with the GPS points that we collected during recovery and
overlay them on the aerial views ... to provide a visual representation of
artifact distribution across the landscape,” said Dukes. “The distribution of
case shot across the site already looks promising for helping us triangulate
back to the potential placement of the German 12-pound guns.”

Final reporting on the Saratoga project will not be available for some
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time, but to mark Independence Day, NPS’s
Northeast Region Archeology Program offered a sneak
peak of the findings on its Facebook page:

“October 7th, 1777 British and Allied German
forces led a scouting mission to determine if they
should attack nearby Continental troops. They ad-
vanced to a structure in a wheat field on the Barber
Farm. American troops noticed their approach and
preceded to attack, soon overwhelming the British
and German troops and gaining a decisive victory.

“According to written reports, such as the one
by General George Pausch of the German artillery,
there were both 12 and 6 pound cannons in the field
and near the structure. The General had to abandon
these cannons when he was pushed back by Conti-
nental troops.

“Although Saratoga National Historical Site
has long known the general location of the Barber

Examples of the case shot recovered this summer
from Saratoga National Historical Park

Wheatfield, until recently, there was no way to know
the exact location of the forces, the structure, and the
cannons.

“This summer’s survey aimed to change that.
Ome of the goals was to learn more about movements
on the field and the lay out of the battle — includ-
ing the location of the cannons. During the survey at
Saratoga, dozens of case shot (small iron balls placed
in a canister) were recovered. The location of a recov-
ered shot was determined using a GPS, and the spot
was recorded on a map.

“After the field was completely surveyed, arche-
ologists noticed two overlapping patterns fanned out
in an almost baseball diamond shape. One pattern
was for the 12 pounder case shot and one pattern
was for the smaller 6 pounder case shot. Follow-
ing the patterns to the points (near home plate),
archeologists calculated the location of those '=_
cannons that tried unsuccessfully to stop the '-"'3," .
Continental troops!” %
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THE EMOTIONAL SIGNIFICANGE or ARCHAEOLOGY WITH VETERANS

byDR.STEPHEN HUMPHREYS, AVAR FOUNDER

RCHAEOLOGY BONDS VETERANS because it is a lot
like military service. In a sense, it’s like the military
without the shooting. We have a shared mission that
requires us to pull together under the guidance of a technical
specialist. We work outside, with our hands and on a tight
schedule. We stand alongside other veterans with shared
values. Plus, there’s that sense of adventure, which — aside
from the fact that they are patriotic individuals — is a major
reason people join the military.

Veterans need transitional programs like AVAR be-
cause civilian and military culture are very different. Our
program puts former military personnel in a new kind
of trench, together with civilians, in pursuit of a common cause. The veterans receive training
to pursue a civilian job for which they are predisposed to be well-
equipped, already possessing a solid working knowledge of maps,
which is a core skill in archaeology. Thus, they see that skills gained
in the military are still relevant, even if they are unlikely to be called
upon to fire a machine gun again. With archaeology, they see a
tangible example of their skills being useful and relevant. Veterans
need this because it shows them they can still accomplish incredible
things even though they’re no longer wearing the uniform.

But this is more than a work training program. We don’t
gauge success by whether or not participants become archae-
ologists; we gauge success on whether or not they become more
productive, more able to reach their goals. We want them to be
happier and less isolated when they leave. AVAR offers veterans a
way to interact and form incredible bonds working and sweating in
the field together. In the evenings, they relax and they start opening
up. A lot of these folks may be on disability, not working very much.
Civilians don’t understand them, and they’re keeping everything
inside. But by working together, living together, they engage
in what we call peer-to-peer support therapy.

Many veterans need some type of therapy when they
come back because they see horrendous things when they
go off to war in Iraq or Afghanistan. Things that people back
home don’t understand. Veteran culture itself keeps them from
talking, but many have conditions that compound this tenden-
cy. Post traumatic stress disorder is one that you hear about a
fair amount, but traumatic brain injury is also common among
our participants. Someone who doesn’t have these conditions
really doesn’t understand what they feel like — how they iso-
late you and impact your life and your family. These people
have gone from being incredibly capable, tip-of-the-spear
individuals, to being labeled as disabled individuals. Together,
we show they can do incredible things despite having a dis-
ability rating, or despite having these labels. We prove to them
that other people have these same conditions and experienc-
es: “I deal with that, too. My spouse hates how I wake up in
the middle of the night. My kids feel distant from me since
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I've come home.” They have a new fight, in a sense — against the
conditions that plague them after service, and it’s much easier for
them to fight as a group.

We absolutely strive to create a safe environment in all AVAR
programs. We have a mental health adviser, a licensed master of
social work and clinical dependency councilor, who assesses all
the applications and is on-site the first week of a project, making
sure everything is going to work for the veterans.

AVAR is committed to putting veterans on the battlefield
because that is home turf for them, a place onto which they
can project their own experiences. We are very intentional and
respectful in how we proceed, striving to gather data without
digging up and destroying the battlefield. In a real sense, these
veterans are still protecting a battlefield at home, just like they
would in the Middle East.

There is no way to put into words the experience of
watching another veteran find something for the first time,
because you see that flicker come back on in their eyes again.
For a lot of these guys, going on an archaeology dig is the

Clockwise from Top Left: Gregory Ashcroft, U.S. Army; Karen Reed, U.S. Air Force and Nichol Fuentes, U.S. Marine Corps; Thomas Wyatt, U.S. Army; hands of Dr. Stephen Humphreys, U.S. Air Force

experience of a lifetime. They’ve watched Indiana Jones and
television documentaries, but this is something they never
thought they could do. They go from sitting on a couch for too
long or having a job they don’t particularly enjoy — nothing
compared to the adrenaline and stress of what they were doing
when they were in uniform — to holding something in their
hands that nobody has touched for 250 years, when it was in some
way important to a different soldier.

I've learned that it’s really difficult to help people. There’s
no formula that tells you how to go about taking someone from
point A to point B. Instead, it all comes down to compassion. We
try to integrate compassion into every aspect of what we do. We
put the best interests of each individual above process and proce-
dure. We only want each person to have an enjoyable experience.
More than that, it’s about that one person moving forward and
being able to do something different and better with their life
when they leave. If you care about your brother the way you
did when you were in uniform, everything else falls into
place. *



PAGE from the PAST
TANGIBLE LINKS TO HISTORY

LLUSTRATIONS of an inherent
connection or natural intersec-
tion between the military and
archaeology run far deeper than
the recent resonance and success
of AVAR. In fact, many of the most
famous archaeologists in history have had military
backgrounds themselves, placing AVAR teams in a
grand tradition.

Roque Joaquin de Alcubierre was a military en-
gineer and, ultimately, a field marshall in the Span-
ish army, who spent part of his career in Italy.
There, while digging the foundation for a new
palace on the estate of the King of Naples (lat-
er, King Charles III of Spain), he uncovered
remains of the Roman city of Herculaneum
in 1738. Working under the monarch’s eager
patronage, Alcubierre went on to uncover
Pompeii itself.

Augustus Henry Lane-Fox (who later
adopted the surname Pitt Rivers, after inheriting vast estates from
a relative, the sixth Baron Rivers) served more than three de-
cades in the British Army, principally the Grenadier Guards, and
showed notable bravery on the front lines of the Battle of Alma
during the Crimean War. He ultimately retired with the honorary
rank of lieutenant general in recognition of his role in adopting
widespread use of the smoothbore musket and refining its prac-
tice. He had become interested in archaeology during military
postings overseas and his inherited wealth allowed him to pursue
the passion with vigor becoming noted for his specialized knowl-
edge of the development of weaponry. While still serving in the
military he amassed a collection so vast that its donation to Ox-
ford — some 20,000 artifacts — necessitated the creation of the
Pitt Rivers Museum, still a treasure of the university. After leav-
ing the army, and recognizing that his own property was likely to
hold a wealth of Roman and Saxon materials,
he spent 17 seasons excavating his own lands,
instituting the most methodical standards for
recordation to date, insisting that all artifacts
and not just the beautiful or rare ones be cata-
logued, leading to far deeper understanding of
everyday life in past periods.

Meanwhile on the continent, Eduard von
Kallee rose through the ranks to become a
major general in the army of the Kingdom of
Wiirttemberg, prior to the unification of the
German states, comrnanding troops in several
battles of the Austro-Prussian War. After 1869,
he used skills honed in the military to assess
the potential strategic significance of loca-
tions and deem whether they would be worthy
of excavation. As a result, he explored a series
of Roman limes, the frontier forts that marked
the farthest reaches of that vast empire,
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Now heasting more than 500,000 objects, the
Pitt-Rivers Museum at the University of Oxford began
with.the extraordinary gift of a'military officer-turned

archaeologist. The collections are organized atypically:
by theiruse and type rather than age or point of origin.

ARCHAEOLOGY & THE MILITARY.

Those who have worn a uniform have been excavaring

historic sites for centuries

Jane Dieulafg, dréssed as'a man, on.
the stairs oﬂtl_?ﬁalace

which are now recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Charles Warren, a lieutenant general of the British Royal Engi-
neers, was an early archaeologist of the Holy Land, particularly Tem-
ple Mount and the site of the biblical city of Jericho. He commanded
troops in South Africa during the Transkei War (1877-1878) and the
Second Boer War (1899-1902), spending stints in the interim as chief
instructor in surveying at the Royal School of Military Engineering,
commander of the garrison in Singapore and commissioner of police
of the metropolis in London during the Jack the Ripper investiga-
tion. In retirement, he was instrumental in the foundation of the Boy
Scouts.

When the Franco-Prussian War broke out in 1870, the same year
that she married her husband Marcel, Jane Dieulafoy chose to disguise
herself as a man and accompany him to the front lines. When the war
ended, the Dieulafoys began to travel abroad on archaeological quests
to Egypt, Morocco and Persia; ultimately, two
rooms at the Louvre would be devoted to artifacts
uncovered by the pair. She died in 1916, after con-
tracting amoebic dysentery while in Morocco on
behalf of the French government during World War
I, having actively campaigned for greater women’s
involvement in the war effort.

T.E. Lawrence found fascination with archae-
ology as a teenager, monitoring local building sites
and turning over any artifacts to the Ashmolean
Museum at Oxford, which made note of its youth-
ful contributor in its annual report. After graduat-
ing Jesus College, Oxford, with First Class Honors,
that museum’s director secured Lawrence a place
on a British Museum expedition in Lebanon and
Syria, where he met Leonard Woolley. The two

ik LT | f

4 o y il
French archaeologist and'explorer. == .
’ o men were used on several occasions as archaeolog-

of Darius (1881)¢ ical smokescreens for British intelligence opera-
e e tions, surreptitiously mapping strategic areas and

observing infrastructure construction. Upon enlisting in the British
army at the outset of World War I, they were assigned to the Arab Bu-
reau intelligence unit in Cairo. It was from this station that Lawrence
became the legendary figure of the Great Arab Revolt against the Ot-
toman Empire in 1916-1917, “Lawrence of Arabia.” Woolley, however,
was captured by Turkish forces while on a naval intelligence mission
and spent two years as a POW. After the war, he returned to excavating,
later publishing a theory that the biblical flood of Noah was a histori-
cal event centered around the Sumerian city-state of Ur, having found
a flood stratum 400 miles long and 100 miles wide. Decades later, he
returned to military service as a lieutenant colonel in the Allied Monu-
ments, Fine Arts, and Archives program during World War II.

Even before OSG Crawford saw action on the western front with
the London Scottish Regiment, he had been on expeditions to digs in
Egypt and Sudan. After recovering from influenza and malaria con-
tracted in the trenches, he was commissioned a maps officer in the
Royal Berkshire Regiment before his successful application to the
Royal Flying Corps, drawing maps and taking pictures while air born.
He was wounded on his maiden flight and later shot down, spending
the final eight months of the war at a German prison camp. After the
Armistice, he began a long career mapping for the Ordinance Survey
and, thanks to his wartime work, became an advocate for the new field
of aerial archaeology.

If William Campbell had not been
exposed to mustard gas in Europe just
two days before the 1918 Armistice, it
is unlikely that he and wife Elizabeth
Warder Crozer Campbell would have
sought out the dry desert air of Califor-
nia, but their work in that location made
the first use of environmental archaeol-
ogy, positing that the geologic features
associated with artifacts could be used in
dating the period of significance. Anato-
mist and anthropologist Raymond Ar-
thur Dart served medic in the Australian Army, but is best known for
his involvement in the 1924 discovery of Australopithecus africanus
which represented a “missing link” in human evolution. Ovid Sellers
served as a chaplain in the American Expeditionary Forces decades be-
fore, as an Old Testament languages expert, he was a central figure in
the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Mortimer Wheeler rose through the ranks of the Royal Field Ar-
tillery to become a major, even receiving the Military Cross for his
heroics. Between the wars, he rose to prominence in the field of ar-
chaeology, with positions at the National Museum of Wales, London
Museum and the Institute of Archaeology. Unlike many of his fellow
academics, who served in various intelligence capacities during World
War II, Wheeler volunteered for active duty in the artillery, serving in
the North African Campaign and helping plan the invasion of Italy. In
several instances, he successfully lobbied that military plans be adapt-
ed to protect antiquities.

Dorothy Garrod, meanwhile, earned a degree in history from
Newnham College, Cambridge, at a time when few women attend-
ed university. From 1938 to 1952, she was the Disney Professor of
Archaeology at the University of Cambridge and the first woman to
hold an Oxbridge chair, although she took a leave of absence from
1941 to 1947 to serve in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, working in
photographic intelligence.

“Monuments Men”

historic and cultural

treasures as WWII
drew to a close.

Lawrence Colorization by MADS MADSEN @Colorized-History.CH

Some 400 strong, the

worked to safeguard

Colonel T.E. Lawrence, more commonly
known as Lawrence of Arabia, after the
hook and movie based on his exploits.

In fact, the Royal Air Force (RAF) base at Medmenham
had an entire group specializing in aerial reconnaissance, popu-
lated with exceptional archaeologists, whose meticulous skill in
picking out minute details from a broader picture made them
perfect for the job. Other members included: Grahame Clark, who,
despite the paper rationing and the inability of members of the
Prehistoric Society to conduct field research, kept the group’s
journal in publication; Glyn Daniel, who later became a pub-
lic face for archaeology, popularizing the field as a television
presenter; and Stuart Piggott, who, when assigned to re-create
Medmenham’s success at a station in Delhi, developed expertise in
archaeology on the subcontinent in his spare time.

After meeting during service in the Royal Air Force and upon dis-
covering a mutual interest in archaeology, Ernest Greenfield and Philip
Rahtz became fast friends. They encouraged each other to pursue the
field professionally and went on to successful careers excavating impor-
tant sites around Britain, including the Great Whitcomb Roman Villa,
Glastonbury Tor and Old Sarum, the first settlement at Salisbury. Philip
Barker, another RAF veteran, also found archaeology after the war. He
went on to write the comprehensive guide to field technique and exca-
vation methodology, and founded the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

Another unit that drew academic heavyweights from around the
globe was the Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives program under the
Civil Affairs and Military Government Sections of the Allied armies
— more commonly known today as the “Monuments Men.” Some
400 strong, this group of art historians, architects, museum curators,
archaeologists and others with specialized knowledge s worked to safe-
guard historic and cultural treasures and, as the war drew to a close,
recover and repatriate items that had been stolen or hidden. For ex-
ample, when the Allies prepared to take Florence, which served as Nazi
distribution center, MFAA personnel annotated aerial photographs so
that cultural treasures would be avoided. %

www.battlsfields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST ~ 35



—
!

CAMP of INSTRUCTION
STUDENTS OF PRESERVATION

ARCHAEOLOGY 101

Fancy Indiana Jones taught you everything you
need 1o know about archaeology? Think again.

ODERN MACHINES have revolutionized
the field and made it a truly 21st- cen-
tury science. Where once, huge grids were
systematically excavated in the hopes of
finding a single artifact, today’s technol-
ogy allows professionals to peak beneath the surface and know
they’ve found a target-rich environment before ever lifting
a trowel.

Here are some key things to know:

ARCHAEOLOGISTS AREN'T SPECIALIST HISTORIANS
“Archaeology and history can be very different things,” says
AVAR CEO Stephen Humphreys, who holds a doctorate in the
former field. “An archaeologist is a professional digger, in a sense,
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Before taking the field at Saratoga, u
AVAR participants received
specialized instruction from partner

group Advanced Metal Detecting
for the Archaeologist.
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and can, conceivably,
go to a site anywhere
on the planet and, with
a little indoctrination,
set to work. It abso-
lutely does incorporate
history in a contex-
tual sense, but for us,
it’s much more tactile.
Our goal is finding the
things that they didn’t
write about in the his-
tory books, which can
be colored by bias that
crept into the textual
records. Archaeologists come in and ground what we know in
the site itself.”

So while an archaeologist might be able to identify an arti-
fact on sight the instant it gets the dirt brushed off, even if they
have significant experience in that era, they need to work with
historians to fully contextualize the items they uncover.

ARTIFACT VERSUS FEATURE

An artifact is any discreet item made, modified or used by people
that can be removed from its archaeological context. A feature is
a physical structure or element — such as a wall, post hole, pit
or floor — that is made or altered by humans but is not portable
and cannot be removed from a site.

Only after extensive remote survey work E,
is it time to get dirty. -

CONSERVATION AND CULTURAL

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Conservation is the branch of archaeology that occurs in the
lab after field work is completed. It involves stabilization, pres-
ervation, repair or reconstruction of artifacts. Layers of rust,
for example, might need to be removed before an artifact is
clearly visible. Or ceramic fragments pieced together to de-
termine what kind of vessel they originally formed. Cultural
resource management (CRM) is the broader profession that
focuses on the management and preservation of cultural re-
sources, including both archaeological sites and artifacts.

DATA VERSUS DATUM

A tremendous amount of information, or data, is systematical-
ly recorded for each artifact removed from a site, among which
is the position in which it was found relative to a fixed refer-
ence point, called the datum. To aid in organization and analysis,
each artifact is given a unique identification number that con-
veys where it was found on the site.

DIG, SURVEY, EXCAVATION

Until fairly recently, the key characteristic of archaeological
work was digging in the dirt across the entirety of a pre-iden-
tified area. These days, there is significantly less time spent with
trowels in hand, but the field work process is still almost univer-
sally called a “dig” — it’s a descriptive and evocative term that
seems unlikely to be lost, even as the process continues to evolve.
More properly, all of initial investigative work done on a site is
called the survey, and the systematic removal of soil
in search of objects in areas identified by the survey
is the excavation. To be scientifically worthwhile, the
excavation process must also record the provenience,
context and three-dimensional location of finds.

THE DIRT ON DIRT

Technically speaking, any substance in which artifacts
are found suspended — although it’s typically soil
— is called the matrix. As excavation proceeds down-
ward, layers, or strata, are revealed. The profile is the
exposed cross section showing these layers in relation
to each other. When a wall of dirt is left between two
excavated areas, partly to keep a record of these layers,
it is called a balk. Before large-scale excavations begin,
a test pit may be dug solely to determine the depth
and character of these strata.

HAND TOOLS OF THE TRADE

Even in the 21st century, archaeologists do excavate
by hand using fairly ordinary tools — shovels, trowels
and the like. Having been buried for centuries, arti-
facts rarely emerge pristine; paintbrushes or tooth-
brushes are helpful in dislodging dirt so that an item’s
identity can emerge. Soil is also passed through mesh
screens to separate any small artifacts, often trans-
ported to the screening area in wheelbarrows.

PROVENANCE AND PROVENIENCE
Despite remarkably similar pronunciations, these
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terms have distinct meanings. Provenance is the chain of own-
ership, including origin, of an archaeological or historical
object. Provenience is the three-dimensional context (including
geographical location) of an archaeological find.

REMOTE SENSING METHODS

Technology has created a variety of nonintrusive survey

methods used to find archaeological sites and identify potential

artifact locations. These include:
LiDAR: Originally a portmanteau of “light” and “radar,”
LiDAR is now used as an acronym for light detection and
ranging. It uses precise streams of light to measure distanc-
es to the earth, producing incredibly detailed 3D maps and
images of that surface — an aircraft equipped with LIDAR
can detect a single likely gravesite.

Ground Penetrating Radar: Often abbreviated GPR,
ground penetrating radar lets archaeologists see what’s
underground before digging in. High-frequency electro-
magnetic pulses are directed down into the soil and, if they
strike an object, bounce back. The time elapsed provides
information on depth, and the angle of the return can in-
dicate shape, material composition and other details to a
specialist operator.

Electrical Resistivity: Similar to radar techniques, archae-
ologists can also measure changes in the flow of electrical or
radio waves as a means of identifying anomalies that may
indicate buried artifacts or features.

Magnetometry: Mapping any variation in a site’s mag-
netic field can also pinpoint potential artifacts. The utility
of such surveys is helping even handheld metal detectors,
once considered the domain of amateur relic hunters out
for personal treasures or looters in search of profit, undergo
a rehabilitation in the eyes of professional archaeologists.

SLICING A SITE

Before excavation begins, the identified site is sectioned off
into a grid, with each subsection called a square. A transect is a
linear area of land that is sampled to determine the pres-
ence of artifacts. Trench is a slightly more flexible denota-
tion for a single excavation area, having come into use before
archaeology was as scientifically rigorous, and is used
particularly when excavation units are rectangular.
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LEADING zhe CHARGE

SUPPORT THE TRUST'S MISSION

and discover new ways to give

T THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST, we work hard to be a respon-
sible steward of your donation dollars, earning coveted four-star ratings
from the nonprofit watchdog group Charity Navigator in each of the last
10 years for our efforts.

As 2019 draws to a close and you contemplate year-end giving,
remember that there are many ways you can contribute to the American Battlefield Trust

and meet your personal philanthropic goals. A tax-deductible gift of cash made by check = | ' e i
or credit card — whether to a particular acquisition effort or education program — is just o . s earer Weekend-
the beginning! Learn more at www.battlefields.org/give. % o — o UDD'—SEOF‘; o

Perryville Battlefield State Historic Site

Perryville, Ky., BUDDY SEGGR AM AZO N s M I L E
YOU MAY already be planning to use Amazon.com
for some of your holiday shopping, and thanks to the
Amazon Smile program, those purchases can also
help preserve battlefields! Support the American
Battlefield Trust every time you shop at Amazon.com
through Amazon Smile. Just visit smile.amazon.com
and enter the American Battlefield Trust and start
shopping. Amazon will donate .5% of the price of
eligible purchases

to the Trust. am a znn

Stocks &

Securities

WOULD YOU like to receive superior
tax benefits by making a gift of as-
sets? A charitable gift of stocks and
publicly traded securities can offer
great tax advantages. First, by giv-
ing the stock directly to the Trust,
you avoid capital gains tax. Second,
your income tax deduction is based
on any increased value of the stock
at the time of transfer, instead of your
cost basis. When your broker trans- ‘ IVIN‘ IN HON()R
fers stocks, bonds or securities di-

irr?grl%éoc;r;‘:a-zzl?z?of:::tsiﬁnb\?vifﬁ :/eo::?' LOOKING FOR A GIFT that will outlast even the firmest New Year’s resolution? Helping

transmission. Not only does this allow protect battlefield land in the name of someone on your list is a creative way of providing
the Trust to acknowledge your gen- loved ones a meaningful gift that is uniquely tangible and symbolic of their interests. Likewise,
erosity, but it’s necessary for us to
provide appropriate documentation
for your tax records! Electronically

a gift in memory of a departed loved one can be a powerful tribute to a passion for American
history and contribute to a legacy of learning that will last for generations to come. In both

transferred stocks or securities are cases, you can customize the amount of your gift and craft a personalized message for the
dated from the day they enter Trust recipient, or their family. To make a gift in memory or honor of aloved one, call (888) 606-1400,
accounts.

or visit www.battlefields.org/honorgift.

OUR BROKERIS:

Morgan Stanley DTC #0015
ACCOUNT NAME:

American Battlefield Trust
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 067-022635-10I

Team Freiman

1747 Pennsylvania Ave NW,

Ste 900

Washington, DC 20006
DIRECT LINE: 202-778-1579
FAX: 202- 905-2986

For more information, contact Clarissa Borges
at (202) 367-186l, ext. 7235
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38 HALLOWED GROUND| WINTER 2019

IRA CHARITABLE
WANT TO INTRODUCE a budding historian to the importance R O L LOV E R

of preservation or to empower an individual to take action IF YOU ARE over 70 %, you can donate directly to the
on betlalf of the places whe-re the A.merlcan Trust through the IRA Charitable Rollover without
experience unfolded? Consider a gift mem- . c .
. . ) paying taxes on your distribution. And, your gift goes
bership to the American Battlefield Trust! . . NI
toward all or part of your minimum distribution re-

Your recipient will receive all standard . . ..
membership benefits, including a subscrip- quirement. You benefit even if you do not itemize your

tion to Hallowed Ground, commensurate with
the donation level you select, including

Color Bearer status. Visit www.battlefields
.org/giftmembership to give the gift of history
with a one-year American Battlefield Trust
membership or membership extension.

MONTHLY GIVING

RATHER THAN making a single large membership
donation each year, many Trust supporters now

tax deductions. This program has been permanently

extended and allows for distributions of up to $100,000
total per year. Gifts may be made from Roth or tradi-
tional IRAs. www.battlefields.org/irarollover.

DID YOU KNOW?

IF YOU ARE a federal employee, you can donate to the Trust
directly from your paycheck through the Combined Federal
Campaign. Many individual states have similar programs.
www.battlefields.org/cfc

choose to make monthly gifts via recurring credit
card charges. Pick whatever level of giving you are
comfortable with — starting at just $5 per month —
and see what a difference it makes! Monthly gifts of
$10 make you eligible to attend our Pop-Up Tours, a
new membership benefit for those at the $100 level
or more! Monthly giving is a particularly popular
option for those who would like to increase their giv-
ing to receive the additional benefits of our major
donor society, but would prefer not to give a single
$1,000 gift — Regimental Color Bearer status can
be achieved through monthly gifts of $84. Visit www
.battlefields.org/ givemonthly to learn more.

DID YOU KNOW? &= Fer—- "o, - .
Your used car, truck or RV m_ - a3 - _ s
can benefit battlefield q b > ; o . ; Minufe lan National Historical Park ¥

. : S e
preservation. - - = ’ o - RN, iR, “Concord, Mass.
L Ty

_—

www.battlefields.org/ ' ' k. ol . ROB SHENK
vehicledonation = ; - vy . -

DID YOU KNOW?

Many employers, particularly larger companies, have formalized
programs that will match charitable gifts made by their employ-
ees to eligible nonprofits. www.battlefields.org/matchinggifts

 — CHARITY
(<

NAYIGATOR
W W N

Fongel Sra Chainy

THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST’S
exceptional commitment to fiscal responsibility means
you can give with confidence and pride.

This information is not intended as legal advice. For legal advice, please consult
your attorney or financial planner. References to estate and income tax include
federal taxes only; individual state taxes vary and may have further impact on

& J results.
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE

JUNE 4-7, 2020

IN CHANTILLY, VIRGINIA

Manassas National Battlefield Park
Manassas, Va,
BUDDY SECOR

“The “Wars that Forged America”

Visit sites such as MANASSAS » ANTIETAM » HARPERS FERRY * FREDERICKSBURG *
* ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY » MOUNT VERNON

» SPECIAL EARLY BIRD RATES AVAILABLE IF YOU REGISTER BY DECEMBER 5! «
TOUR OPTIONS WILL BE ANNOUNCED THIS WINTER.

CONFIRMED HISTORIANS INCLUDE: Garry Adelman, Dan Davis, Hank Elliott, Will Greene,
Phillip S. Greenwalt, Chris Kolakowski, Chris Mackowski, James Morgan, Rob Orrison,
Kevin Pawlak, Kristopher White

s AMERICAN

BATTLEFIELD
f TRUST * * *
PRESERVE. EDUCATE. IMSPIRE.

www.battlefields.org/annualconference

Full event details, lodging information
and registration forms will be
available online this summer.

B
ﬁ%’HALLOWED GROUND | WINTER 2019

A NEW LOOK AT AMERICA'S GREATEST CONFLICT:

THE CIVIL WAR

MONITOR

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR
MEMEERS OF THE

AMERICAN
BATTLEFIELD TRUST

SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR 1 YEAR (4 ISS5UES)
FOR JUST $515—A 37% SAVINGS!

HEHE (ATT) 344-T4@8 ald |
II|I"|'|J|rP-|IH|ILI'I.J!-I L18 Ifll..E SE SURE TO USE CODE ABT1)

vk i' >
,‘ 1 l [ "-..
A " EASTERN THEATRE
HALLOWED GROUND

‘Walk this Hallowed Ground at Manassas/Bull Run,
Gettysburg and Appomattox to experience
the beginning and end of the Civil War.

MAY 9-17
SEPTEMBER 12-20

wadey

Price: $3,350—includes hotels, meals, admissions & more

trusT MemBErs Recelve A109% DISCOUNT

For more dates, pricing, or to book your next
Civil War vacation call 888-903-3329
or go to the ABT/SAHT website link at
www.stephenambrosehistoricaltours.com/abt

IL WAR URS .
UNPARALLE EDIN THEIR
\HISTORICALACCURACY! ' t‘(

Epecial introductory affer
MilitarylmagesMagazine.com/special-offer

: ?{ ;

' WESTERN THEATRE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER CAMPAIGN

Visit Memphis, Shiloh, Vicksburg and New Orleans
on the Mississippi River Campaign Tour,
to study “the key to the Confederacy.”

APRIL 18-26
NOVEMBER 7-15

M?Tf Toa

<TEPHEN AMBROg;

ESTR 197y

HISTORICAL TOURS

T H HISTORIC THRAWEL
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SMITHSONIANS &
GREAT BATTLES )
OF THE CIVIL WAR

ON THRER DVD 1861

A =)
Rt .#j},’.""

=

To order call 800-876-0091, ext. 166

Or visit Mastervision.com
O mnaal check or money onder o
Mistervisin. | 1_'|1I WL, PO Box 45, Howell, 511 45543008
Ml 55 ah|.|'-|:-'.||:_' P\ 3 I1:||||I|||1g |'-\._-rur.i-¢r

“Imypessive, informative asd mevieg,” Lo Amgedes Tiwurs
Vcamed vt enleriameng . A historical ackheevement,” FPiedadelphio fnguiver
A trcasure rove of Brdoncal mfonmation and great veamls.” —Huffalo News
“TMlfers & wide range of histoncal insgzhis and brngs the war and it ke gendary
beancders b lile.” FEmterdzinmenr Toaight
“Liisks &l the mabtary, political and socal hstory of the 2, with posserdul
bank:hold scenes. Chicage Trbune
"Copuotzsly imed reenactments complement quickly - paced batte desonplaons
~Ciwil W Times [Wantratnd

SMITHEMNIANS GREAT BATTLES OF THE CVILWAR &= o visually smning, provocative
I"nd-u':- umlike E cidher Civil Wa Program }-lu-'-.' cuer sec. This q.1i|:h..|.'][.
scchamed ielevision and video senes from the National Museun of Amen-
i Histony 15 w sweeping and compelling hook ai the war's mallilary, poltical
and sl hix‘.\.:{} Iach |,'|:|u-;k' Featuress drmaiic reenacimenis -:-I'i|1'.|'n|1 Al
CHTEagns; [arsl-hand scooumts of Eyrwilnesse: and pariicipants il '1:.
|,!'|~I'n|:'||'~.lp,kl sl |J-|,'r|-.-|:. i!-lh lﬂ.ll_'r.||I|I\._ paintings arkl arslndis IRkmgumng
exper challenges o tnediemal histoneal thinking; ongmal conbempommy
dlustration; computer-crthanced maps: and music of the time. The srategies
and meativatsons thal creabed thes devastating and herowe period come alive
m this comyrcdiensave reforenes, The DVDs asd a bpgop lopether cin be a
bk hispoey tour durimng vour baldeficld mavels,

Gireal Balthes D) D 1861-1862 Tont Sumber « Pt Manassgs  Wikson s Creck = Fon
Domchsom * Por Kowal = Momitor and Vg * Shikoeh = The Bamkes lor New Oylcans
] e Ml sagpe River Moo Valkey o |'q.'|:|r~.|.:_||:'.|.""|.||&|:-+:'.'\.i_r LY TR T ETH]
o Sovrgi] Mlanesas © Artketam * Fooadkers, L'-lh:L' = 439005 Thix hrs

Greal Baiths IVED 11 1862-1863 Fiea Dimve on Vickaharp @ Stone s Haver @ [4n
Wiagner * Clancellorsvilke * Brandy $anon @ Cetfyiburg + Swoges of Vicksbung and
Charleston # Knoxville * Chickamaugas Chatlanooga and Lookoal Mosstan #

$29.95 Thirve hirs,

Gireal Baltbes DV ITD 1864= 1865 Ofestoe » Mew Market » The Wikbemess and Spot
sylvania * Codd Flarbor & Resaca * Kienmesaw Mountain * Peerdung * Baile of the
Craier = Mobike Bay = Batthes for Alasts = Destructon of O35 Alahanma * Cedar Crock
* Frantim » Madnalle » Forl Fisher = Seege ol Poterndurg » Bononyille © Saboes Creek
* Apponmation & 2935 Throe lrs.

Set of Three DVD 1861-1865 Nine Hours $69.95

2 percentof each sale goes to CWT & batibefield preservation.
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Locarions in Richmond and Appomarrox, Virginia.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

Confederacy % Lnion & Fre
ACWMORG

With each new membsrihip, The Amenican Cial WWar Museum
vation. Join online
ol "TRLIST.

("‘1 THE NATIONAL

_IVIL WAR

)
s E U M

www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org

APARTT%SHOT
““-.

SARATOGA NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

Breymann Redoubt. Inset: View from Great Redoubt
overlooking the Hudson River. Both by DOUG MENUEZ

T FIRST GLANCE,
the tranquil fields of
Saratoga ~ National
Historical Park hardly
convey their role as a
major turning point
in American history. It was here that General
Sir John Burgoyne became the first British
field commander to surrender his army, an
action that drew French involvement and

transformed what had been seen as a colonial uprising into

a global conflict.

Located in the scenic upper Hudson Valley, the battlefield
is surrounded by quaint towns and pristine countryside.
Views of the river from bluffs within the park — whether

surrounded by summer wildflowers or
autumn foliage — are among the loveliest on
any battlefield. A 10-stop driving tour allows
visitors to explore the sites of both critical
engagements fought in the vicinity, as well as
the Surrender Field.

The park visitor center features an
orientation film describing the complex
machinations of the Northern Campaign
of 1777 that led to an unsupported and
undersupplied British force laying down its arms to what its
commanders considered an inferior enemy. Young visitors in
particular will enjoy donning re-creations of the uniforms
worn by the forces engaged at Saratoga — Continentals,
British and their Hessian allies. %

SARATOGA NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, 648 ROUTE 32, STILLWATER, NY 12170

WWW. NPS. GOV/sard
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Give the gift of
=y PRESERVATION
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Gen. Robert E. Lée’s Headquarters, Gettysburg, Pa. b /) /)
PATRICIARICH & a l I , , / /
M 1 ! () O
- : — S
- —_— — L | 1 1
-- : + b = r-j






