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S THIS ISSUE of Hallowed 
Ground went to press, the 
Trust and the Adams County 
Historical Society revealed 
that researchers using the col-
lection of the New York Pub-

lic Library had chanced upon a remarkable docu-
mentary resource for the Battle of Antietam. The 
S.G. Elliott Burial Map for Antietam reveals the lo-
cations where more than 5,800 soldiers were laid 
to rest in the immediate aftermath of the bloodi-
est day in American history. Not only does this map 
demonstrate the true nature of the term “hallowed 
ground,” it opens up a host of interpretation and 
preservation opportunities. Look for much more 
coverage of this exciting research in the next issue 
of Hallowed Ground, and visit www.battlefields.org/ 
elliottmaps to learn more in the interim.H









HHH THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST is committed to showcasing the Warrior Legacy that  
connects our fighting men and women across generations. This includes redoubling our efforts to honor  
and recognize those Trust donors who are veterans themselves. If you served our nation in uniform, please  
take a moment to help us update your donor record to reflect this important information. You can do so by  
emailing warriorlegacy@battlefields.org. 
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OU MAY BE FAMILIAR with the 
BBB (Better Business Bureau) 
in relation to its standards for 
excellence in business prac-
tices, but the bureau also offers 
oversight and guidance on the 

performance and policies of American nonprofits 
and charities. Accreditation by the Better Business 
Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance requires that an organization meet 20 
exacting Standards for Charity Accountability, ranging from gov-
ernance and transparency of disclosures to the truthfulness of its 
representations. 

At the Trust, we hold ourselves to the highest standards of integ-
rity and accountability in all of our practices. We pride ourselves on 
the honesty of our publications, and our consistency in providing 
access to our recent financial statements and annual reports so that 
our donors, Trustees and the general public are always able to assess 
our performance. We strive to go above and beyond the required 
state, local and federal regulations in order to provide transparency 
in our operations so that you can give with confidence. So it should 
come as no surprise that this spring we were notified of our ongoing 
accreditation through this program.

The Trust has worn the BBB Wise Giving Alliance seal as a badge 
of honor since 2012, a tremendous accomplishment that speaks to 
the steadfast support of our members, as well as our professional staff 
and leadership. It’s your dedication that motivates each of us here at 
the Trust to act as careful, responsible stewards of your generous 
donations, and it’s your faith in the Trust that enables us to achieve 
so much for our vital cause.H

TRUST ACCREDITATION
from Better Business Bureau continues
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