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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

WM,

THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD THUST

_I;I;l_)rl\lfllgglléll_DSGE HEAD-TILTING
HISTORY
GREAT TASKS,

GREAT CRUSADES

Inspired by a Hallowed Ground article
to go visit a battlefield in person?

Enjoy reading stories that didn't make it
into the history books? If so, subscribe

i Starting with this issue, those sites to our Head-Tilting History monthly email

b [’ pit i el L covered in feature articles will also HiStOI‘Ian JarEd FrEdEI’ICk on the series. You'll learn about the unusual and

" LR B L . i il Lo = ;,a-.‘t:}"iﬂ' AR, iy i receive an onlina ftinerary, with long shadows that the Civil War often forgotten stories of America’s first
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: o "",. e ol fo | et e et 1E iy B s b 3 {_Culpeper County,Va, %7 while you explore the baftlefield. : the Peninsula Campaign, the epic snowball

ks ; 4 LR bl ek P RIATHEWMINDN L 2 www.battlefields.org/itineraries Gen. Eisenhower as he plotted the fights among Confederate units and the

innovative naval technology of the
Revolutionary War. Subscribe today at
www.battlefields.org/headtilt

D-Day invasion of Normandy —
which marks its 75th anniversary

visit. The historians we work with to craft these feature articles this summer.

have typically spent incredible amounts of time at these sites —

as, often, have our staff — and we’re excited to pass a different
sort of their expertise on to you.

Also beginning in this issue, you'll find a new recur-

ring department, Nature of History, where we

ENJOY WRITING THIS LETTER in each
issue of Hallowed Ground because it gives me
the opportunity to call your attention to some
of the exciting developments taking place
across the organization. Well, in this
instance, most of the tidbits I have to share are
actually about this magazine — new ways that showcase the many ways in which battlefields are
we’re making this membership publication even more than cultural resources, they’re also natural
more relevant to our supporters. resources.

If you haven’t visited the online home for Finally, if you turn back a page, I'd like to call
Hallowed Ground in a while, I'd encourage you to your attention to a part of this magazine that you
do so — we’ve been making big improvements. probably often overlook. Technically termed “the
In addition to finding the history content that masthead,” it’s the list of trustees and staff who
origi-nates in these pages integrated into our are the beating heart of the organization. Well, if
broader website, you'll find related feature-length you look closely, you'll notice a new category: the
con-tent available only online. We preview these Alumni Board.
articles, videos, galleries and more on page 3, It's no secret that our all-volunteer Board
and I hope that whets your appetite to seek them of Trustees is among the finest in the nonprofit

www.battlefields.org/bonusarticle

out digitally.

In response to popular demand, you’ll also now find PDF
editions of recent issues available to peruse. If you have friends
who love history, I hope you’ll tell them to check these out. It

sector. We have found, time and again, that when our bylaws
require a trustee’s term in our leadership to end, they are still
eager to play a role in the organization. The Alumni Board is
made up of the most committed and dynamic past trustees of

this organization who wish to continue to lend their experi-

ful and informative publication, without having to surrender ence and institutional knowledge to me, the staff and the current

your own copy! Find all this and more at www.battlefields.org/ board as the Trust continues to grow and thrive. I have enjoyed

hallowedground. working with these men and women for many years and I am
Over the years, we have heard from many people that so glad we have found a means to formalize their ongoing role

articles in Hallowed Ground make great background reading within the organization.*

when they’re planning a trip to visit a battlefield. Starting with 1

this issue, we are taking this natural connection further: When

you read a feature article about a particular battle, you can look

online to find our suggested itinerary for making a trip there,

including recommendations on places to stay, eat, shop and

lets you introduce them to the organization via this beauti-

"o

EXCLUSIVE VIDEOS ON YOUTUB“; g

Our YouTube channel features exclusive history videos that are not fnund on our
website! These include a playlist of “Civil War Stories,” in which experts delve into
topics to dispel myths and uncover lessons learned in battle. In addition, keep on
the lookout for our new “Battlefield U” videos that give simple answers to commonly
asked questions! Explore more at YouTube.com/AmericanBattlefield Trust

n FACEBOOK.COM/AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST

a TWITTER @BATTLEFIELDS

—t . Q YOUTUBE.COM/AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST

JIM LIGHTHIZER
President, American Battlefield Trust

@ INSTAGRAM @AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST

@ PINTEREST @AMERICANBATTLEFIELDTRUST
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TSR CAPITOLHILL GATHERS
P - o b for “Brothers in Valor” Premiere
LEGISLATIVE TRIUMPH

Jor battlefield preservation

N MARCH 5, the Trust held a reception at the Rayburn
House Office Building to debut the Brothers in Valor

& series of videos and accompanying issue of Hallowed
L g _1 " Ground. The venue was filled nearly to capacity, with
: : ; o S | il lawmakers, staffers, preservation advocates and part-
it N MARCH 12, President Trump signed into law the John D. Dingell, Jr., e ’ » P p )
3 Conservation, Management angReflr'leation et - ¥ bi:)artisan bill fl‘l;llltr.}fas ners eager to hear WWII Medal of Honor recipient Woody Williams speak i f::::i:;;:ﬁz 'E'ee"“,g befwee
_ : — _ g . . s . 0rps lieutena
sweeping and lasting benefits for battlefield preservation. F" about the ties that bind America’s soldiers past and present. Other speakers genergls — Rep, Jagk Berg

Perhaps most significantly, the act includes permanent reauthorization
of the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCEF), the funding source for the American
Battlefield Protection Program’s Battlefield Land Acquisition Grants Program. The matching
grants from this program are those most frequently employed by the Trust to create public-
private partnerships for land preservation. LWCEF is a much broader conservation initiative
that has been employed in nearly every county in the country since 1964, all without costing
taxpayers, as the monies are paid as royalties from offshore oil and gas leases.

The actalso formalizes the creation of Camp Nelson National Monument and Mill Springs
Battlefield National Monument, both in Kentucky — two sites the Trust has long champi-
oned. Likewise, the Trust has been a perpetual advocate of efforts to expand the boundaries
of Shiloh National Military Park and Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park, both of
which came to fruition in this bill. Lastly, the act changes the name of Fort Sumter National
Monument to Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Historical Park. x

included Trust President Jim Lighthizer and co-chairs of the Congressional : (MI-1)8hd Trustee Richar Vi
!

Battlefield Caucus, Reps. Ron Kind (D-WI) and Elise Stefanik (R-NY). %

yields record congressional

support for bartlefields

HE HALLS of Congress caught a
glimpse of just how passionate
the historic preservation commu-
g nity is about the protection of this
LEFT 1o RIGHT: Lighthizet nation’s hallowed ground in early March. During
1 \illiams and his grandson the American Battlefield Trust’s annual Lobby Day
Q*ﬁiaham, and Trustee Boh Daum. event, trustees, donors and staff attended 130 indi-
ﬁ b vidual meetings with legislators and key staff over
the course of two days.

Not only is that a record for the organiza-
tion, it represents meeting with almost 20 percent
of Congress, urging Members to support funding
for the American Battlefield Protection Program’s
Battlefield Land Acquisition Grants, the mechanism
for matching private contributions that has made so
much success in the field possible. These meetings
are already bearing fruit: The program has its great-
est-ever level of bipartisan support as it moves into

STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS

bring flurry of activiry

HE OPENING MONTHS of 2019 were busy ones in the state
capitals of Virginia and Kentucky as legislators gathered for
short General Assembly sessions. In Richmond and Frankfort,
the Trust worked with legislative allies to raise awareness of
battlefield preservation opportunities and advance key measures in support
of our cause.

In Virginia, a bipartisan group of legislators — including Sens. Rosalyn
Dance, Frank Ruff and Jill Vogel, as well as Delegate Barry Knight — champi-
oned budget amendments that would have boosted the appropriation for the
Virginia Battlefield Preservation Fund (VBPF). Ultimately funded at $I million
in Fiscal Year 2019, VBPF is a matching-grant program that has helped pre-
serve more than 8,500 acres of battlefield land across the Old Dominion.

Five hundred miles to the west, the Trust cohosted a legislative recep-
tion in February with the Kentucky Civil War Sites Association at the Kentucky
History Center in Frankfort to unveil the results of the Kentucky Battlefields
Study, a report on the economic impact of Kentucky’s battlefields and associ-
ated historic sites. The reception was attended by key government officials
and battlefield preservation organizations from across the Commonwealth.x

the appropriations cycle, the annual process that
determines its final standing in the federal budget.

Since Lobby Day, the Trust’s main legislative
priority, the Preserving America’s Battlefields Act
(H.R.307 and S.225), has garnered 60 bipartisan
cosponsors in the House and nine in the Senate —
numbers that are expected to continue to rise as
the bill moves toward passage in both chambers.
With the House and Senate both signaling their
continued support for the grant program, this
year’s effort on Capitol Hill was a runaway success.
In addition to these Hill meetings, several Color
Bearers and trustees have continued their adovacy
work by meeting with Members of Congress and
Senators in their district offices, building on the
goodwill of the visits in Washington. If you would
like to join the fight, please reach out to us at the
Trust for more information. %

www.battlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELDTRUST 5



FROM rhe TRENCHES
BREAKING PRESERVATION NEWS

MONUMENT HONORING BEARSS

dedicated ar Champion Hill, Miss.

unveiling of the marker.

“Ed’s contributions to the study of Civil War history and the
protection of tangible links to that past —
of battlefield landscapes or the raising of the USS Cairo — is noth-
ing short of monumental,” said Trust President James Lighthizer.

URING the 2018 Annual Conference, the American
Battlefield Trust rededicated its lifetime achieve-
.ﬂN—) ment award in the name of legendary historian and
preservationist Edwin Cole Bearss, further announc-
ing that a monument would be erected in his honor on Bearss’s
beloved Champion Hill Battlefield in Mississippi. That pledge came
to fruition on Friday, May 3, as a crowd gathered for a ceremonial

whether the preservation

“The erection of this permanent tribute to his life’s work is a fitting history.

way to honor his unceasing commitment to the cause of historic

preservation.”

Badly wounded by Japanese machine-gun fire in the Pacific
during World War Il, Ed Bears spent 26 months recovering in military
hospitals, where he devoted countless hours to reading history. A
Montana native educated in a one-room schoolhouse, Bearss began
his long and storied National Park Service career in 1955 at Vicks-
burg National Military Park. From 1981 to 1994, he served as the chief

historian of the National Park Service.

In the nearly IS years since his retirement, Bearss — who turns
96 in June — has continued his passionate pursuit of history educa-

Lighthizer and Bearss examine
the new marker at Champion Hill.

tion. He travels the globe to lecture and give battlefield tours,
remaining among the most sought after guides in military

The Battle of Champion Hill was the largest and bloodi-
est action of Union Maj. Gen. Ulysses Grant’s Vicksburg Cam-
paign. On May 16, 1863, following the Union capture of Jack-
son, Miss., Grant’s 32,000 advancing soldiers met 22,000
Confederates under Maj. Gen. Jon C. Pemberton in a fierce
struggle for a vital crossroads roughly halfway between the
state capital and Vicksburg, a key location on the Mississippi
River. The decisive Union victories at Champion Hill and Big
Black River Bridge, fought the next day, were instrumental in
forcing the Confederates out in the open and into a doomed
position inside the fortifications of Vicksburg. *x

INMEMORIAM

away on May (9.

“Ruff was not only a longtime personal
friend of mine,” said Trust President James
Lighthizer, “but as the last chairman of the
original Civil War Trust, he was instrumen-
tal in the merger that ultimately created the
American Battlefield Trust. He was a found-
ing Board member of our organization,
a generous benefactor and a significant
contributor to policy and governance in our
organization over our history. Our thoughts
are with Ruff’s wife, Susan, and son, Henry,

during this difficult time.”

HE TRUST mourns the loss
of chairman emeritus, Lester
G. “Ruff” Fant, lll, who passed

LATEST ROUND OF STATEWIDE GRANTS €5

will grow four Tennessee battlefield parks

LMOST $2.5 million
has been awarded to the
American Battlefield
Trust via the Tennes-
see Civil War Sites Preservation Fund
(TCWSPF) to protect 190 acres on five
battlefields.

The largest tract, 120 acres at Jack-
son, protects 25 percent of the core
battlefield in a single transaction. While
the most expensive — $1.8 million to-
ward the purchase of 42 acres at Stones

River — represents perhaps the most
sig-nificant preservation effort since the
designation of the national battlefield
in 1960. Additional projects include 1.5
acres at Franklin, eight acres at Shiloh and
nine acres at the Wauhatchie Battlefield
in Chattanooga.

TCWSPF was created in 2013 to pro-
tect sites associated with the Civil War and
the Underground Railroad and is the only
permanently funded state-level program
for battlefield protection in the nation.%
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PRRI DAY sirs peconn ron
*D =1 ) PARTICIPATING SITES

OR 23 YEARS, Park Day has been a springtime rite of passage, with history lovers
across the nation gathering at historic sites to volunteer their time on behalf of those
important places. And Park Day 2019 was our most successful to date!

All told, 160 sites participated, representing 32 states — from Maine to Califor-
nia — and the District of Columbia. Ultimately, nearly 7,000 volunteers donated more than 25,000
hours of labor performing maintenance and upkeep work at parks, museums and cemeteries. In
addition to Trust members, volunteers included local residents, school groups, local Boy and Girl
Scout troops, JROTC units and other community groups.

At Antietam National Battlefield in Maryland, about 40 volunteers helped with vegetation
removal and raking in the national cemetery and mulching in the youth group campground. The
park also provided a tour of the Sherrick House, which is not typically open to the public.

At Buford Massacre Battlefield in Lancaster, S.C., JROTC students from Buford High School
and 15 additional volunteers helped clear the park of leaves and debris, including about 600 feet of
overgrowth vegetation.

Fort Clinch State Park in Florida had 17 volunteers who put in 102 hours of work leveling
walkways around the fort and stuffing the mattresses that will be used during this year’s living
history weekends. The volunteers came from a variety of groups that help the park, from living
historians and their friends and family, to the local community.

Princeton Battlefield State Park in New Jersey drew about 100 volunteers to clear brush and
maintain trails before enjoying historical interpretation of the Battle of Princeton.*

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: Park Day 2020 has been scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2020!
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INDUSTRY
CONFERENCES

showcase Trust
successes

N RECENT MONTHS,
Trust  staff  have
shared the organiza-
tion’s  considerable
expertise with colleagues in the
land conservation and historic
preservation fields through pre-
sentations at several important
conferences.

Members of our policy
and real estate teams spoke to
Virginia’s United Land Trusts at
their annual Land Conservation
and Greenway’s Conference in
April, presenting a session that
celebrated the 20th anniver-
sary of the Virginia land pres-
ervation tax credit program.
Trust staff were also on hand to
share our successes during the
Advocacy Week organized by the
National Council of State Historic
Preservation Officers and to pres-
ent at the Nature Conservancy’s
Conference, Balancing Nature &
Commerce. %

IN MEMORIAM

HE TRUST joins the
entire Civil War com-
munity in mourning the
passing of historian Dr.
Richard Sommers. In his
more than 40 years at the
US. Army Military History
Institute/U.S. Army Heritage
and Education Center, Dick
was an indispensable part of
the research projects of en-
tire generations of historians.
A beloved fixture of Trust
Annual Conferences, he will
be missed for his unparalleled
expertise, his ready wit and
his gentle demeanor.x

www.battlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELDTRUST 7



VETERANS for BATTLEFIELDS
A BROTHERHOOD OF SERVICE

ORE THAN two dozen special volun-
teers made a lasting impact at Monocacy
National Battlefield during Park Day 2019,
as the American Battlefield Trust teamed
up with the Wounded Warrior Project
(WWP) and The Mission Continues to bring today’s combat
veterans to one of the Civil War’s most significant battlefields.

“We’ve been at war for almost 18 years now, and the bat-
tlefields where our brave men and women fought are in far-off
places around the globe,” said René Bardorf, WWP senior vice
president of government and community relations. “However,
right here in America are hallowed grounds, where we can stop to
reflect on the battles we have fought, and the lives that were sac-
rificed, in the building of this great nation. We’re proud to work
alongside the team and volunteers at the American Battlefield
Trust to help preserve this critical part of our American history.”

Upon arriving at the site on Saturday morning, the veter-
ans from across the Washington metropolitan area set to work
removing a historically inaccurate fence line from around the
parK’s headquarters. Although it dated to the period before the
national park took ownership of the property, the fence was in
stable condition and removing it was a strenuous job, one well-
suited to these skilled volunteers.

Coleman Brooks, the Mid-Atlantic regional alumni director
for the Wounded Warrior Project and a veteran himself, noted
that the idea of protecting and caring for historic battlefields is a
natural fit for those who have worn the uniform of our military
more recently.

“Unlike Vietnam, Korea, Europe and the Pacific, this gen-
eration of veterans is not going to be going back and visiting the
battlefields that we fought on, at least not for another 50 to 100
years,” he said. “Not being able to go back to those battlefields
and have a catharsis ... so taking control of hallowed ground here
instead of places where we may have lost buddies is a different,
unique way of being able to do that”

Michael Carrasquillo, a U.S. Army veteran of two combat
tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, calls Frederick County home,
which made participating at Monocacy especially meaningful.

“As warriors, as veterans, we served this country;,” he said.
“What better way to continue serving after service than serving
here at home? I just think it’s a perfect blend of opportunities
for warriors to continue being part of something bigger than
themselves.”

That sentiment is at the very heart of The Mission Continues,
according to the group’s Washington 3rd Platoon leader David
DuBois.

“Veterans set the standards when it comes to service,” he
said. “Allowing others to see veterans involved with community
service projects allows them to appreciate and actually want to
join in with those veterans to give back to their communities.”

Although this was the first joint effort between the three
organizations, it was an immense success and will be built upon
to create lasting partnerships.x

HALLOWED GROUND |SUMMER 2019

I
il
WOUNDED WARRIORS HELP OUT

on Park Day at Monocacy in Maryland

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATT BRANT

www.hattlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST
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FIELD REPORTS
LOCAL PARTNERS AND ALLIES

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM

New, state-of-the-art facility opens in Richmond

BRANDY STATION AND CEDAR MOUNTAIN
STATE PARK ALLIANCE

presses for creation of turnkey state park in Virginia'’s Piedmont

Efgia
BV

EADERS from Civil War round tables across the nation will gather
in St. Louis, Mo., September 20-22, 2019, for the annual CWRT
Congress. Attendees will learn strategies for recruitment and reten-
tion, governance, fundraising, marketing and effective advocacy.
Tours will also be available of the Missouri Civil War Museum, Jefferson Barracks
and Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site.

This year’s event is sponsored by the Civil War Round Table of St. Louis and
the Missouri Civil War Museum. Featured speakers include Dr. John Bamberl of
the Scottsdale CWRT, Matt Borowick of Civil War News, Jay Jorgensen of the R.E.
Lee CWRT, Dr. Chris Mackowski of Emerging Civil War and Mike Movius of
the Puget Sound CWRT. More information and registration details are available
online at www.cwrtcongress.org.k

10 HALLOWED GROUND| SUMMER 2019

HE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR Museum in Richmond opened
the doors to its facility adjacent to the Historic Tredegar
Iron Works on May 4, 2019, with daylong festivities. The
28,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility aims to meld
an unsurpassed collection of artifacts with a historic landscape and even
integrate science, technology, engineering and mathematics education.
The Trust celebrates with our friends and partners as this ex-
citing new era in Civil War interpretation begins. Richmond, and
Virginia more broadly, has gained another exceptional draw to
bring visitors to this historic community. %

ican Civil War Museum
~ Richmond,Va.
~ KRISTI A.GORDON

ONGRATULATIONS to our
partners at the Germanna
Foundation on the grand
opening of the new Hitt
Archaeology Center! This
new 3,000-square-foot facility in eastern Orange
County, Va., will help educate locals and tour-
ists alike about the early 18th—century German
immigrants who settled in this area under
the direction of colonial Lt. Gov. Alexander
Spotswood.

Excavations on Foundation property have
already unearthed important details, but further
discoveries about Fort Germanna, governor
Spotswood’s Enchanted Castle and other sites
await. Learn more at www.germanna.org.k

ULPEPER COUNTY, Va,,
is home to two of the
Civil War’s most sig-
nificant battlefields, and
the Brandy Station and
Cedar Mountain State Park Alliance is
working diligently to see the pair of sites
transformed into the Commonwealth’s
next state park.

Even among Virginia’s many premier
Civil War battlefields, Brandy Station and
Cedar Mountain stand out. The Battle of
Brandy Station — the first engagement of
the legendary 1863 Gettysburg Campaign
— was the largest cavalry battle ever
fought in any war waged on this conti-
nent. In 1864, the Federal Army of the
Potomac also made Brandy Station the
site of its largest-ever winter encamp-
ment. Two years prior, the Battle of Cedar
Mountain marked the first major Civil War
battle in Culpeper County — and, with an
estimated 2,707 casualties, was also its
bloodiest.

To date, the preservation commu-
nity has permanently set aside more than
1,000 acres of land across the two battle-
fields. This acreage, nestled between the
Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers, is not
just historic — it is incredibly picturesque.
A state park would increase tourism
among those seeking to explore history
and those in search of outdoor recreation,
all in a region currently underserved by
the Virginia state park system. Moreover,
the fundamental building blocks for a new
park are already in place: existing visitor
facilities, a series of interpretive trails with
accompanying signage, parking areas
and an active support network rooted in
the Brandy Station Foundation and the
Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield.

These two groups are at the heart of
the Brandy Station and Cedar Mountain
State Park Alliance, alongside other
local and regional organizations, includ-
ing the Culpeper Department of Tourism,
the Germanna Foundation, the Journey

Brandy Station Battlefield
Culpeper County, Via,
BUDDY SECOR

Through Hallowed Ground Partnership, the Museum of Culpeper History,
the Piedmont Environmental Council, Preservation Virginia, the Remington
Community Partnership and the Virginia Association for Parks, as well as
the American Battlefield Trust.

With the steadfast support of Culpeper County, the Town of Culpeper
and the greater Culpeper community secured, the Alliance has been work-
ing to educate members of the Commonwealth’s General Assembly about
the opportunities presented by this turnkey park proposal. In 2015, the
Alliance partnered with a consulting team helmed by STACH plic to produce
a professional feasibility study assessing the opportunities and economic
advantages of establishing the envisioned state park. The compelling case
set forward in that report recruited many new supporters to the cause and
brought increased attention to the proposal.

In both 2018 and 2019, the state Senate has advanced budget lan-
guage championed by Sens. Emmett Hanger and Bryce Reeves to direct
the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation to formally review
and make recommendations pertaining to the park’s creation. Such a
measure would position the proposed parklands for a smooth and well-
ordered transition from the Trust and our partners in Culpeper to the
Commonwealth.

The Alliance is continuing to consolidate support for the park proposal
in the House of Delegates, where Del. Michael Webert has taken the lead in
championing relevant legislative efforts to date.*
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HIS SPRING, several
battlefield sites within
the National Park System
underwent prescribed
burns, a critical landscape management
technique used to maintain historic land-
scapes, manage wildlife habitat, combat
invasive species and reduce any hazardous
fuel accumulations on the field that could
lead to wildfires. These efforts are care-
fully planned and supported, with safety as
a top priority; for the burn on the Gambrill
Farm at Monocracy National Battlefield in
early April, NPS wildland firefighters from
five national parks and the National Capital
Regional office assisted with the operation.

At Gettysburg National Military Park,
roughly 90 acres on the southern end of the
battlefield, including land on the Bushman
and Slyder Farms, underwent this treat-
ment. Antietam National Battlefield applied
a prescribed burn to 13 acres on the Otto
and Sherrick Farms. &

All pictures shown here from Gettyshurg National Military Park, Pa.

T DAWN'S first light
on August 16, 1780,
Patriot Major General
Horatio Gates and British
Lieutenant General Lord
Charles Cornwallis commenced an artil-
lery duel under the high canopy of a virgin
longleaf pine forest. Battle-hardened veteran
British troops were matched against inexpe-
rienced North Carolina and Virginia militia,
sending the Patriot left into a panicked head-
long flight. The British, although outnum-
bered two to one, had won a complete victory
and Cornwallis was inspired to optimistically
leave South Carolina for North Carolina and,
ultimately, defeat at Yorktown, Va.

Today, the longleaf forests of the
Southeast are suffering the same fate as the
Patriot army in Camden — they have been
all but vanquished. A mere 3 percent of the
90 million acres of the once-vast longleaf eco-
system remains. Although a colossal Patriot
defeat, the Battle of Camden was a criti-
cal battle of the Southern Campaigns of the
American Revolution, but for years it was lost
to public interest. Similarly, the battlefield
terrain was again obscured and lost from
view by thick woods, the result of decades of
commercial timber operations. In April 2016,
the Historic Camden Foundation became
steward of the 476-acre battlefield core, with
the mission of reigniting public awareness of
this significant Revolutionary War battlefield.

Rather than embarking on a tradi-
tional battlefield restoration and interpreta-
tion program, Historic Camden included
two additional elements: natural resources
and recreation. The Camden Battlefield and
Longleaf Pine Preserve was created.

A multigenerational plan now exists
to reforest 420 acres to longleaf pine. In the
meantime, 200 acres of thinned mixed pine
forest create the appearance of a 1780 long-
leaf savannah — albeit with younger trees —
that visitors can enjoy immediately. Staging
the removal of non-longleaf pines drives rev-
enue that will be reinvested into the planting
of longleaf. Reserving the majority of timber
profits for 15 years of anticipated expenses —
for both natural resources and historical inter-
pretation — allows planted longleaf to mature
to produce sustainable income from pine straw
and forest products to provide future self-
generated revenue. By adding a recreational
dimension, forest firebreaks/interpretive his-
tory paths become walking paths for easy pub-
lic access. Designated acreage for a permanent

- TAMDENSTARTS

i the'woods

yestoration

primitive Scout camp adds more recreational
value and has produced dividends of troop
and Eagle Scout service projects. Naturalist
enthusiasts of all stripes have a new recre-
ational venue unlike any tract of
land in the area.

Today’s supporters of the
battlefield preserve include his-
tory, mnatural resources and
recreational fans and, criti-
cally, financial donors. With the
diversity of parallel interests, the
battlefield preserve has devel-
oped a multitude of partners
interested in collaborative efforts.
The preserve now has a strong relation-
ship with Clemson University — includ-
ing undergraduate and graduate class/
field trip participation — and the Longleaf
Alliance, as well as other natural resources
organizations. Scouting activities are a
direct outreach to young people and their
parents. Historic Camden’s longstanding

Camden, S.C.
BRIAN KEELEY PHOTOGRAPHY

bond with Revolutionary War reenactors
has achieved a new high, with planned
reenactments on the actual battleground.
Providing an additional eight miles of rec-
reational trails in a county that
cherishes such access is mutu-
ally beneficial. Because of the
forward movement in Historic
Camden’s efforts, the American
Battlefield Trust just acquired an
additional 294.4 acres of adja-
cent battlefield land that will be
transferred to the preserve in
due course. This timbered prop-
erty will allow replication of our
winning approach of combining history,
natural resources and recreation.

Perhaps most significantly, with the
implementation of this plan, the terrain
is again visible. Visitors actually see the
battlefield as it was then, when they visit
now for a deeper understanding of this
hallowed ground. %

www battlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST 13



SUCCESS STORIES
LAND SAVED FOREVER

OR MORE THAN I5 YEARS, the
Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield
and the American Battlefield Trust
have worked hand in hand to restore
this important site to more closely re-
semble its wartime appearance and
to improve the experience of visitors.
Many of these efforts have been volun-
teer-driven, the product of successful
Park Day activities. Projects have been
both large and small, but they combine
to create an impressive tapestry of land
stewardship achievement.

BATTLEFIELD LANDMARKS

In 2006 — 2007, more than 2,000 trees
were planted on a 6.5-acre parcel, re-
creating a wooded area present at the
time of the battle. Other areas known
to have been cleared during the fight-
ing have had scrub, brambles and in-
vasive vegetation removed.

A portion of the Orange-Cul-
pepper Road has been restored, giv-
ing visitors a better understanding of
period transportation networks and
their importance as logistical lifelines
and military targets. A split-rail fence
alongside the restored road brings the
field even further toward how it ap-
peared at the time.

In 2018, local Eagle Scout Zach
Wright targeted Cedar Mountain for
his culminating project, which in-
volved both construction and the re-
placement of invasive plant species
with native vegetation. With assistance
from friends and family, he built an

14 HALLOWED GROUND| SUMMER 2019

RESTORING CEDAR MOUNTAIN

Partnership creates an ever-improving visitor experience

e

Throckmorton Farm Barn

The Crittenden Gate was the site of heavy fighting
August 9, 1862. BSA Troop 225 completed a fifth
Eagle Scout project on Cedar Mountain Battle-
field. Scout Zach Wright (center) coordinated the
latest effort, alongside his father Dale (leff) and
fellow scout Travis Badger (right), in coordination
with Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield board
member and scout liaison Sam Pruitt.

exacting re-creation of the Critten-
den Gate, which stood at the center of
the Confederate battle line. His work
replaced an earlier gate that did not have a
period-appropriate appearance.

INTERPRETATION

AND VISITOR EXPERIENCE

Since 2014, the Trust’s property has been
home to a half-mile interpretive trail de-
signed to help orient visitors to the fast,
intense fighting that occurred at Cedar
Mountain.

Several additional Eagle Scout
projects have greatly enhanced the ex-
perience of visitors to Cedar Mountain.
These include constructing a bridge that
provides access to a scenic pond from the
main interpretive trail, building a trail so
visitors can access an early cemetery on
the field, developing a picnic area and
placing benches along the walking trails.

The Friends of Cedar Mountain
maintain a visitor contact station at a
modern home at a non-obtrusive loca-
tion on the field. The building also serves
as headquarters for this exceptional local
steward and friends group.

Cedar Mountain is also home to
two period-appropriate 10 Ibs. Parrott
rifles in the position held by Capt. Wil-
liam Pogue’s section of the 1st Rock-
bridge Artillery. The guns had conveyed
with the sale of a Trust-protected prop-
erty in Gettysburg but were not inter-
pretively appropriate at that location.
In other locations on the properties,
the Trust has installed silhouette can-
non to visually represent major artillery
emplacements.

www battlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST 15



PAGE from the PAST
TANGIBLE LINKS TO HISTORY

A THE ARROWS extending from the deta11 of the photo on the left indicate the
specific parts of trees and hedge corresponding with the photo on the right.

A The Baitle of Cedar Mountain, also referred to as
Slaughter’s Mountain, by Edwin Forbes, 1862.

N AUGUST 1862, photogra- b
pher Timothy O’Sullivan, an i

associate of the renowned L s

Mathew Brady, traveled to E: i

. "-L - iy & 'i "1"1...-'& .-
Northern Virginia to capture A BI-USER VIEw ﬂF BEDAR MUUNTAIN RS E b Bl 3
images in the aftermath of the Battle of :

Cedar Mountain. Analysis of period photographs reveals hidden

That engagement, fought on August

I

9 1862, was part of the Northem Virginia details to help us better understand the barilefield S
Campaign. Union Maj. Gen. John Pope was A
advancing through Virginia in hopes of cap- [ T °Z_
turing the railroad at nearby Gordonsville, o
when his troops ran into Lt. Gen. Thomas u..m,.-..-...m ,a" et %
“Stonewall” Jackson’s 14,000 Confederates Y T A A poich g
Confederate troops set up their artil- &%"—f “rf" ,,,,E 't“ I. tas -
lery along the intersection of the Orange- e el - -~
Culpeper Road and Crittenden Lane, a spot A THE CIRCLE in the photo on the left indicates the damaged fence line and
that became known as “the Gate.” Although disturbed ground from recent burials that appear in the photo on the right.

Confederate guns fired from this position
for nearly two hours, deadly return fire
from Union cannon slowed the advance of
Confederate infantry through this area. The
American Battlefield Trust preserved 152
acres here in 1998.

The fascinating pairs of period photos
at right show a fresh battlefield in the con-
dition experienced by soldiers who fought
there. Careful analysis by Garry Adelman,
the Trust’s director of history and education
and vice president of the Center for Civil
War Photography, has demonstrated that
the images show the same portion of the
battlefield — land preserved by the Trust
— from opposite directions. The two trees
circled in the left image are in the fore-
ground of the one on the right. The area
circled in red on the right approximates the
spot where the men in the left photo are
standing beside fresh Union graves.x

<« THESE SIDE-BY-SIDE PHOTOS
show a portion of the Crittenden
Lane then and now. The circled wood
line in the August 1862 photo, left,
still maintains the same contour
today, as seen in the modern photo at
right. The American Battlefield Trust
land is to the right of the road and in
the distant wood line.

BUDDY SECOR
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Huzz4!
Long l1ve
the king
of France!”

THE CHEER WENT UP from 14,000 Continental soldiers at Val-
ley Forge on May 6, 1778, celebrating the Treaty of Alliance that
openly brought France into the war, after clandestinely aiding the
American cause for a year.

Twenty miles away, and just shy of two weeks later, the British
army in Philadelphia had its own gala celebration to bid farewell
to commander-in-chief Sir William Howe. Into his place stepped
Sir Henry Clinton, the mastermind behind the flanking maneuver
that nearly doomed the Continental Army at the Battle of Long Is-
land in August 1776. Clinton favored more aggressive measures to
bring the Americans to heel, but any notions of grand offensives
under his command were short-lived.

In early May, secret instructions from London drastically
changed the British grand strategy. With France now in the war,
it was the “Will and Pleasure” of the king that Clinton “evacu-
ate Philadelphia, and having embarked all the Troops, as also the
Ordnance, Stores, Provisions, & every thing belonging to Us, or
necessary for Our Troops,” he was to “proceed with the whole to
New York.” While maintaining a sizable presence in that city, the
primary military focus would now be on bringing the southern
colonies back into the fold and defending British possessions in
the West Indies against French attack.

With too few ships available for a total seaborne evacuation,
the Royal Navy would furnish transportation for the heavy guns,
ordnance and quartermaster stores and the sick and wounded, as
well as Loyalist refugees fleeing Philadelphia. Clinton would have
to lead the army by land across New Jersey.

Back at Valley Forge, with the British evacuation well under-
way, Washington convened a Council of War on June 17. There
was little consensus except to avoid a general engagement at all
costs. By the next day, the window for deliberation had closed

GENERAL SIR HENRY CLINTON
was newly appointed to the post
of British commander-in-chief
in North American, but his
aggressive tendencies were
hampered by the “will and
pleasure” of the king.

20 HALLOWED GROUND| SUMMER 2019

The Crown forces, approximately
20,000 strong, including the women and
children attached to the army, had crossed
the Delaware River and were moving
north. Washington had to act.

Three Continental brigades — those
of Generals Jedediah Huntington, Enoch
Poor and James Varnum — were ordered
to march at 3:00 p.m. on the 18th, under
the command of General Charles Lee, who
had only recently returned to the army
after his capture in December 1776. Two
hours later, General Anthony Wayne was
dispatched with three additional brigades
of Pennsylvania troops. Together, Lee and
Wayne crossed the Delaware and estab-
lish a camp in New Jersey. The rest of the
army followed the next day — they had a
“dangerous glorious race to run” to catch
Clinton.

Luckily for Washington, Brigadier
General William Maxwell’s New Jersey
Brigade was advantageously stationed to
slow Clinton. Portions of the brigade had
already been posted in southern Jersey
since March to guard against any British
foraging incursions. Now, bolstered by
new nine-month levies, along with be-
tween 1,300 and 2,000 of their comrades
in the Jersey militia, the Jerseymen set to
making the British advance as difficult as
possible by felling trees and skirmishing
at every opportunity. Sizable engagements
were fought on June 23 between the mili-
tia and British troops at Bordentown and
Crosswicks.

June 24 was a day of decision for
both armies. For Clinton, Allentown was
a literal crossroads. The shortest route to
New York was north to New Brunswick
and across the wide Raritan River, then
east along the Post Road. However, this
not only would take the army through a
largely Whig area of the state with an active
and veteran corps of militiamen ready to
pounce, it also presented a major logisti-
cal challenge. The British baggage train
consisted of approximately 1,500 wagons,
but only two bridges spanned the river at
Brunswick and Raritan Landing.

Instead, Clinton opted for the lon-
ger, though safer, eastward route through
Monmouth County to Sandy Hook, a
peninsula that jutted into New York Har-
bor. Making for Sandy Hook would extend
Clinton’s march by several miles and in-
volve a more intensive transport role by the
Royal Navy to bring the army to New York,
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WAsHINGTON WAS DISAPPOINTED. 10 allow the British
to cross into New Jersey unopposed would be seen as both
a political and military disaster.

but it would be through more-friendly territory.
Meanwhile, 25 miles away at Hopewell, N.J.,
Washington convened a second Council of War. All
in attendance again agreed that there should be no
general action, and Lee even went so far as to insist
that they allow Clinton to march unopposed across
New Jersey. A future allied Anglo-French operation
would surely be more successful than a small dem-
onstration now. Nevertheless, a detachment of 1,500
Continentals under General Charles Scott would be
dispatched to aid Maxwell in harassing the British
march, while the main body would keep its course
and “act as circumstances may require.”
Washington was disappointed. To allow the
British to cross into New Jersey unopposed would be
seen as both a political and military disaster. A dem-
onstration of some sort had to be made, not only for
the reputation of the army, but, perhaps most im-
portantly, for the reputation of Washington as com-
mander in chief. Doubts over Washington’s fitness

After wintering at Valley Forge
and securing the Treaty of
Alliance that brought France
into the War, GENERAL GEORGE
WASHINGTON was ready to
seize the initiative.

Larger versions of all hattle maps can be downloaded FREE at www.battlefields.org/maps

for command had swirled since the string of defeats
in New York in the summer and fall of 1776, and
they came to a head after the loss of Philadelphia,
with a small cabal of officers clamoring to replace
Washington the victor of Saratoga, General Horatio
Gates.

Shortly after the council adjourned, several offi-
cers, including the Marquis de Lafayette, Wayne and
Nathanael Greene, reconsidered their conservative
approach. “People expects [sic] something from us
& our strength demands it,” Greene wrote. “I am by
no means for rash measures, but we must preserve
our reputation.” Buoyed by this support, Washing-
ton called for another detachment of 1,000 men to
be sent forward under Wayne.

General Charles Lee was offered command but
turned it down, and it was instead tendered to the
Marquis de Lafayette. However, in his zeal to close
quickly with the enemy, Lafayette drove his men to
near exhaustion beyond the reach of the main body

www battlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST 21
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to support them before they had made
contact with Clinton. The eager subordi-
nate needed to be reined in, and Lee was
sent forward with two additional brigades
to rendezvous with Lafayette at English-
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town, where Lee would then take overall
command. This Continental vanguard
now numbered approximately 4,500 men,
nearly a third of the army, and it was within
striking distance of the Crown forces.

Sunday, June 28, 1778, dawned swelter-
ing, the humidity worsened by heavy thun-
derstorms the night before. Lee began his
advance by 5:00 a.m., though he hadn’t yet
formulated a plan of attack, and the intel-
ligence he was receiving was piecemeal. His
final orders from Washington were to “an-
noy the enemy as much as in [your] power,
but at the same time proceed with caution
and take care the Enemy don’t draw [you]
into a scrape.”

British troops and baggage were mov-
ing out of the village of Monmouth Court-
house, also known as Freehold, toward
Middletown. As Lee’s vanguard drew near-
er to Monmouth Courthouse, the tactical
situation became clearer. He now wanted
| to cut off the British rear guard, which he

- . IT estimated to be about 500 light infantry
Washingtan Rallying the Tragps a#Mannﬁuthby and dragoons, in a neat little action. How-
German-American painter EmanuelCeutze. He also ever, shortly after contact was made at ap-
painted Washington Crossing the Delaware. proximately 9:30 a.m., Clinton began to

“ DOE MEMBRIAL LIBRARY counterattack in force, recalling his best

. troops to the fray, including the Guards and
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Grenadiers.

Lee’s attention was focused on the
right wing of his vanguard, deployed in the
open, rolling plains just west of Monmouth
Courthouse, where the British counterat-
tack led by General Charles Cornwallis was
bearing down. In the dark as to Lee’s plans
and under the building pressure of the
British force to its front, the left wing began
to withdraw to safer ground to the west. On

As he was overtaken by the enemy, Parsons
was also bayonetted, clubbed and, to add
insult to injury, had his watch, canteen of
rum and wallet stolen, before he was left for
dead in the scorching 96-degree heat.

As the brief fight at the Point of Woods
was underway, Washington looked to Lee
to organize further delaying positions
while he supervised the deployment of the
main American position. Lee positioned

1T was vow r:00 PM,
Washington had 15 minutes to stabilize the situation.

the right, Lafayette also started to pull back.

Communication was breaking down,
and Lee was losing control of the situation.
With Cornwallis bearing down on him, he
had no choice but to order a retreat.

By this time, the main body of the
Continental Army was passing the white
clapboard Tennent Presbyterian Meeting
House, about four miles west of Monmouth
Courthouse. Washington rode ahead to
assess the situation, and was surprised to
be met with confused men and officers
streaming back toward Englishtown. It was
now obvious that Lee’s attack had failed,
and Washington needed to know why. He
rode forward and, as one Continental later
remembered, Washington called out to
Lee, “What is this you have been about to
day?” Lee, stammering at first, replied that
he had no choice but to retreat. Washing-
ton was having none of it.

It was now about 1:00 p.m., and with
Clinton bearing down on the disorganized
Continentals, Washington had 15 minutes
to stabilize the situation. He ordered Colo-
nel Walter Stewart and Colonel Nathan-
iel Ramsey’s battalions of picked men, as
well as a consolidated Virginia regiment
forward into a “Point of Woods” to delay
the British advance. One of these picked
men was 21-year-old Solomon Parsons,
drawn from Colonel Timothy Bigelow’s
15th Massachusetts. He managed to fire
three shots before he was forced to flee. “I
wheeled to the left,” Parsons recalled, “and
observed that the enemy had flanked our
men, which were out of the woods. I got
ten rods, and the enemy... fired a platoon
upon me. One ball struck my heel, which
much disabled me. The next platoon on
the left fired on me, and broke my thigh.”

Varnum’s brigade and a battalion under
Henry Livingston along a hedgerow and
fence line about a half mile to the west of
the Point of Woods that guarded the ap-
proach to a bridge over the West Morass,
across which the main American position
was coming onto line on high ground
called Perrine Ridge. Survivors of the Point
of Woods filtered through the hedgerow, as
the Guards and 1st and 2nd Battalions of
Grenadiers “pushed on briskly with their
Bayonets, which ... they did with true
British spirit.” They were spurred along by
General Clinton himself, who was “gallop-
ing like a Newmarket jockey at the head of

Amodern orchard near

the Point of Woods.

The historical Sutphin orchard,
where the 42nd Royal Highland
Regiment was pinned down,

is now an open field.
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a wing of Grenadiers” shouting, “Charge
Grenadiers! Never heed forming!” Varnum
and Livingston opened the fiercest firefight
of the battle, supported by two pieces of ar-
tillery firing grapeshot through the breach-
es in the wooden fence.

The action at the hedgerow was sharp
and quick, lasting only a few volleys before
the Americans disengaged and made a
quick but orderly retreat across the bridge
at the West Morass to the safety of the
American line. Grenadiers pursued the re-
treating Americans across the bridge, but
as they crested a small rise approximately a
few hundred yards later, they were swept by
canister and musketry from Perrine Ridge.

It was now time for General Henry
Knox and the Continental artillery to take
center stage, with a counter-battery ex-
change involving approximately 16 guns ar-
rayed along Perrine Ridge firing solid shot.
The British returned fire with both solid
shot and timed exploding rounds from
two howitzers that joined the 14 pieces of
the Royal Artillery deployed on a height
just west of the hedgerow. British gunners,
however, were cutting their fuses just a little

Perrine Ridge looking
towards Sutphin house.

too long, causing the shells
not to burst overhead as in-
tended, but instead on the
ground and among the rail
fences just below the artil-
lery line where the Conti-
nentals were taking cover,
wounding several from fly-
ing wooden splinters.

For most of the af-

artilleryman in the 4th Con-
tinental Artillery Regiment,
and who went by the nick-
name “Molly Pitcher” from
her role as a water carrier
for the parched men of the
battery.

As the Continentals
hugged the ground waiting
out the cannonade, Wash-

e e =,

t , th d ingt de “t d f

ternoon, the guns roare MOLLY PITCHER  gton rode “to and fro

in what Colonel Henry along the line, sometimes
aka Mary Hays

Dearborn thought was the
“finest music” he had ever
heard, “yet the agreeableness of the mu-
sick was very often Lessen’d by the balls
Coming too near.” Also taking cover with
the infantry was Connecticut soldier Jo-
seph Plumb Martin, who turned to watch
the guns in action behind him and saw “a
woman whose husband belonged to the
artillery and who was then attached to a
piece in the engagement, attend[ing] with
her husband at the piece the entire time”
bringing forward ammunition to the gun-
ners. Tradition holds that this woman was
Mary Hays, the wife of William Hays, an

at full speed, looking nobly,
excited, and calling loudly to
the troops by the appellation of brave boys.”
The surprise arrival of an American brigade
under General Nathanael Greene with four
guns commanded by French Brevet Lieu-
tenant Colonel Thomas Antoine, Chevalier
de Mauduit du Plessis on Comb’s Hill, a
prominent height less than a half mile from
the British left flank, opened the hedgerow
line to enfilade artillery fire, causing Clin-
ton to withdraw.

As the British artillery fire eased,
Washington’s attention was directed on
Colonel Thomas Proctor’s battery, whose

“Mally Pitcher” Currier & Ives lithograph, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS.

Perrine Ridge looking
in the direction of the advancing
left flank of the Jersey Brigade.

By Now; CLINTON REALIZED that the American position — an addona 59

was too strong and hed be unable to deliver a knockout punch.

men were throwing canister into an apple
orchard approximately 500 yards to their
front. Earlier in the morning, as the Amer-
ican vanguard was falling back from Free-
hold, the British 3rd Brigade under Major
General Charles Grey, including the 42nd
Royal Highland Regiment, gave chase to
General Charles Scott’s detachment across
the farm of John Craig just to the north of
the Point of Woods. The timely arrival of
Knox’s artillery coming onto line on Per-
rine Ridge stopped the advance of the 3rd
Brigade, and its men were forced to take
cover in a swale behind a cider orchard
on Derick Sutphin’s farm, with the 42nd
in the forward position among the apple
trees.

By now, nearly eight hours after mak-
ing first contact, Clinton realized that the
American position was too strong and he’d
be unable to deliver a knockout punch
to Washington in a general engagement.
Back on Perrine Ridge, Washington could
see that the British were beginning to pull
away and ordered Wayne to probe whatev-

er enemy troops were still near the hedge-
row. Cornwallis drove Wayne back into the
farmhouse and barnyard complex of the
Tennent Parsonage. Du Plessis sprang his
guns on Comb’s Hill back into action, once
again delivering enfilading canister shot
into the British left flank and forcing them
to retreat back toward Freehold.

Near dusk, American pickets advanced
east toward the Point of Woods. On the
rising ground beyond the Kerr Farm lane,
they found Solomon Parsons, who, after
more than seven hours of lying out on the
field, had not yet succumbed to his wounds.
He was brought back to the field hospital
established at the Tennent Meeting House.

That night, the American troops
bivouacked on their arms on the battle-
field, expecting the action to renew in the
morning. Clinton, however, took a page
from Washington’s playbook and, come
morning, the British army was gone. By
Clinton’s official report, the “engagement
at the Heights of Freehold” cost him 65
killed, 140 wounded and 64 missing, with

dead “with fatigue,”
though Washington
reported finding 249
officers and rank and
file dead on the field.

The price for the Americans at Mon-
mouth was 69 dead, 161 wounded and 140
missing. For the first time since Princeton,
the Continental Army could credit itself
with a successful battlefield performance.
For many, Monmouth would be a day they
would never forget, either because of the
brutal heat or because of the wounds they
were left with. Solomon Parsons survived
until 1831, “suffering,” according to his
monument, “53 years from a wound re-
ceived at Monmouth Battle, where he bled
for his Country. Reader, pause, recollect
what it cost to gain your liberty” %

Jason R. Wickersty, who holds a B.A. in
history from Montclair State University, is
a park ranger and media specialist at the
National Park Service’s Gateway National
Recreation Area. His research focuses on
New Jersey during the American Revolu-
tion, particularly the impact the war had
on the landscape and civilian population.
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NE YEAR into the conflict known as the War of 1812, both
American and British forces were keen to exert control
over Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. Doing so
would provide a major strategic advantage in the Great
Lakes, one of the most hotly contested theaters of war.
American forces on Lake Ontario tried to break the stalemate
in the spring of 1813 by attacking the British at York (present-day
Toronto), then the capital of Upper Canada. On April 27, 2,700
Americans stormed Fort York, defeating the 750 British and
Ojibwa Indians stationed there and forcing their retreat to the
military stronghold at Kingston. But the victory came at a high
xR cost and with little strategic benefit, as the Americans were unable
: to capitalize on their gains.

In retaliation, the British and Canadians embarked on a raid
against the American shipbuilding infrastructure at Sackets Har-
bor, which lay within easy striking distance of the British at Kings-
ton. When the shipyard was left vulnerable — American troops
being engaged at the opposite end of the lake in the Niagara region
— the British moved to strike.

The attack came in the rainy pre-dawn hours of May 29. Briga-
dier General Jacob Brown of the New York militia, the senior Amer-
ican officer present, looked to the horizon and realized the “[f]leet
approaching was an Enemy, and with a glass we could distinctly
see that they had a very liberal supply of Boats — I then no longer

- do bted but that they were resolved to land with a chosen body of
~troop nd storm our worl
ps, personally led by General Sir George Prevost,
2, made landfall about a mile west of
nd oppos1te the island on the main-
n the island waded across to the
l rocky causeway. The advancing
ew Yo rk militiamen, who were
pidly withdrew.
 of the battle is that of
r the engagement:

.U.'l-"'

ing the Battle beg T 'had
wass Only One hundred and_ i JfVoI‘unteer we
Of the Iand and formd for battle and in a few n
Cam up to us and we fought them with grate Sﬂ"'

When the fight resumed on the mainland, the assault was met
with considerable resistance by the U.S. Regular Troops stationed
 there. After a three-hour engagement, the invaders retreated head-
ing west to the shore and causeway, and again crossing over Horse
S q;g N‘Y“ Island en route back to their ships. :
L ET HAD NO fD EAHOW The Battle of Sackets Harbor had major multinational im-

< HV* ﬂH '4 8 RICANS WOULD s " plications. The Americans successfully defended a strategic ship-

e Ly | ; building facility and military operations headquarters on Lake
a2 v iy Bt ' Ontario. For the British, their failure to seize the command site was
| Birdseye view of Horse Island - L r d
"";l- Tty .. on Lake Ontario where the ﬂY {;GNSTAN[:E BABUNE 1 i a major lost opportunity. Among First Nations and Native Ameri-
# jii . Battle of Sackets Harhor * J_PHUTUGBAPHY BY [;HASE GUTTMAN ' can peoples, the engagement demonstrated the complex forces that
:u 'ﬁ' gﬂg*:"f'"ILSP Th; Amenc:n" ot drove allegiances — two groups are documented as having fought
- né/ = el Tucthes saigd e S e i . . with the British-Canadians, whereas another volunteered to serve
- w 24acresufth|5|sland F R L e i g
il b, b UL . with U.S. troops.
b o R ‘. e il . ) Today, the battlefield at Sackets Harbor retains remarkable
et U T TS W integrity, for which it was recognized in the 2007 National Park
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Sackets Harhor Battlefield State Historic Site
Sackets Harhor, N-Y.
Horse Island is in the upper right corer.

Service Revolutionary War and War of 1812 Historic Pres-
ervation Study. Consequently, the New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation — more
commonly known as NY State Parks — purchased 40
battleground acres that same year, expanding the Sackets
Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site holdings to 71 acres.

In early 2019, NY State Parks announced it had ac-
cepted the transfer of historically significant Horse Island,

The Centennial Monument dedicated on
May 28, 1913 by Assistant Secretary of the.
Navy Franklin D-Roosevelt-“for the officers
andmen who served” during the battle.
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located just offshore from the village, from the American Battlefield Trust
— a project that marked the organization’s first foray into land associated
with the War of 1812. Soon, a mainland waterfront plot opposite the island
will also become protected through the cooperative efforts of the Trust and
NY State Parks. That island’s natural environment remains relatively undis-
turbed, with little public access during private ownership for the past 62 years.

During that time period, significant advances in understanding of the
battlefield were made. Starting in 1967, NY State Parks’s Bureau of Historic

Sites laid the basis for professional archaeological studies  Baile of Sacketts Harbor
on-site through seasonal work conducted by Charles Flo- By Hiram Peabody Flagg
rance, Paul Huey and William Hershey. In time, underwater ~ Flower Memorial Library

archaeologists Art Cohn and Kevin Crisman compiled criti- Watertown, N..

cal knowledge of the community’s role in the war. In recent

years, Ben Ford attempted to locate War of 1812 shipwrecks in the bay while
exploring Lake Ontario’s maritime cultural landscape. The National Park
Service American Battlefield Protection Program funded a 2009 archaeology
study of the mainland battlegrounds, conducted by Hartgen Archeological

AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST
WAH OF 1512 BATTLE (OF
SACKETS HARBOR, NY
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Associates, which provided a wealth of information and helped define the
battle’s boundaries.

Such research continues to drive interpretive programming at the state
historic site through exhibitions, publications and public programs. Results
from any future cultural resources study on Horse Island will merge with
information gained by previous explorations, resulting in a much more com-
plete picture of the role the attackers and defenders played during the battle.
Furthermore, studying Horse Island may very well yield archaeological de-
posits related to the earliest human occupation of the eastern Great Lakes
Region, adding to the many already documented sites.

Multinational recognition of the battle’s significance came during the
War of 1812 Bicentennial, when American, Canadian and British military
personnel and civilians annually gathered in three consecutive years to
commemorate the engagement. In 2013, the Crown Forces monument me-
morializing 42 of the opposing force’s soldiers killed during the battle and
buried by the Americans was dedicated, and thanks to the combined efforts
of American, Canadian and British researchers, more is known about these
men. Military staff rides of Sackets Harbor originate from nearby U.S. Army
Fort Drum reservation and the Canadian Royal Military College, located just
across the lake in Kingston, Ontario.

What is known of the battle comes from historical documentation,
plus archaeology conducted on the mainland. Fortunately, there exists many
primary historical documents recounting the battle in the form of diaries,

Larger versions of all battle maps can be downloaded FREE at www.battlefields.org/maps
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notebooks, military logs and published recollections.
Archaeologists and historians regularly contribute to
the wealth of information gathered on Sackets Har-
bor’s role in the War of 1812.

Documenting those who passed through this mil-
itary center during the war years is an ongoing effort.
To date, more than 10,000 names are stored in the site’s
computer database. These names represent Ameri-
can-born men and immigrants who served at Sackets
Harbor, even if only briefly. Recently, members of the
Oneida Indian Nation who volunteered with U.S. forc-
es, such as Moses Abram, were documented and added
to the 40 already recorded Mohawk and Mississauga of
the British-Canadian landing force.

As the participants’ stories emerge from the his-
torical record, these individuals will foster an inspira-
tion for increased appreciation of the Sackets Harbor
Battleground, a unique North Country treasure, and
hopefully advance stewardship of the whole region’s
cultural and natural heritage legacy.

Constance Barone is the site manager of Sackets
Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site in New York.
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WHAT WOULD IT TAKE TO MOVE STONEWALL JACKSON, WHO NEVER
. SHIED AWAY FROM A FIGHT; TO DRAW HIS;SWORD IN ACTION FOR

' THE FIRST TIME? HAND-TO-HAND FIGHTING AT CEDAR MOUNTAIN
IN WEATHER SO STIFLING IT GAVE NEW MEANING TO THE PHRASE
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was excessive, more than flesh and blood could stand, and the
troops had not marched a mile before men began to wilt and
be overcome with it, and to fall out of the ranks in considerable
numbers.” So described Edwin E. Marvin, regimental historian of
the 5th Connecticut. “The march had to be slow,” Marvin con-
tinued, “consequently, with halts and frequently where shade was
found, to let the stragglers come up. Many were really sunstruck
on that march and lay by the roadside in an almost dying condi-
tion, as far as appearances could indicate, and it was a wonder that
so few of them were really seriously affected.”

Thus was the experience of men from the Nutmeg State on their
August 8, 1862, seven-mile march to Cedar Mountain. A soldier
in the 21st North Carolina, a part of Brig. Gen. Isaac Trimble’s
Brigade reported that “[t]he weather was oppressively hot, so that
it was almost impossible to get along. Men would faint and drop,
apparently dead, in the road. It was impossible for commanders
to keep their regiments together, as the men would scatter and
straggle in every direction, hunting for shade and water. We
were halted 2 or 3 hours in the middle of the day, and
got considerably cooked oft”

Getting to a fight was just as dangerous as
the actual battle.

By July 1862, Confederate Gen. Rob-
ert E. Lee had successfully removed the
threat of the Army of the Potomac from
the gates of Richmond, restricting it to
an enclave at Harrison’s Landing. Lee
then became aware of a threat grow-
ing northwest of Richmond. Maj.
Gen. John Pope was organizing his
Federal Army of Virginia across the
Northern Virginia Piedmont. Pope’s
presence required a response, for the
key railroad junction of Gordonsville
was now threatened. If lost, Richmond
would be without its primary logistics
line, and Pope’s 40,000-man army would
be squarely at Richmond’s back door.

Lee dispatched Maj. Gen. Stonewall
Jackson to Louisa Courthouse with his Army
of the Shenandoah on July 13. Maj. Gen. A. P.
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Hill’s “Light Division” marched to join Jackson a few days later,

bringing his command up to 22,000 soldiers. Outnumbered

nearly two to one, Jackson was tasked to protect Gordonsville
and, if practicable, strike a blow against Pope.

While Pope’s in-

fantry assembled be-

tween Warrenton and

Sperryville, he dis-
patched Brig. Gen.
Samuel W. Crawford’s
infantry brigade, from
Maj. Gen. Nathanial
Banks’s II Corps, to
Culpeper, securing the

town for Pope’s ad-

vance. Additionally,

Pope had his cavalry
active in Madison and Orange Counties, scouting and gathering
intelligence, with varying degrees of success. Brig. Gen. George
Bayard’s cavalry brigade stymied every Confederate attempt
to monitor Pope’s activity, culminating in a small, but violent
action in Orange Court House on August 2. Bayard’s troopers
brought Pope accurate and actionable intelligence of Jackson’s
activity. Brig. Gen. John Hatch’s brigade, on the other hand, was
ineffective in two attempted raids. Pope transferred Hatch to the
infantry and replaced him with Brig. Gen. John Buford, giving
the Kentuckian his first field command of the war.

By August 7, Jackson was able to discern that Pope was mov-
ing south and, knowing he needed to strike soon, set his army in
motion to attack Crawford’s exposed brigade in Culpeper before
Pope could concentrate.

Jackson, in his typical fashion, kept details of the march to
himself. The order of march would be the divisions of Maj.. Gen.
Richard Ewell, camped west of town, then Hill’s division fol-

lowed by Brig. Gen. Charles Winder’s division, both camped
south of Orange Court House. After dispatching the
orders, Jackson recognized that Ewell could march
by a more direct route, bypassing the town,
and so he ordered him to do so. Stonewall
neglected to inform Hill, however. Before
dawn, the Light Division was lined up,
prepared to follow Ewell, when its com-
mander realized that Winder’s men,
not Ewell’s, were marching past.
At this point, Jackson rode up
and found Hill’s men standing along
the roadside. As related by James I.
Robertson, biographer of both men,
in his Stonewall Jackson: The Man,
The Soldier, the Legend, “Spying Hill
and giving him a dark look, Jackson
demanded to know why Hill’s bri-
gades were not moving. Hill snapped
back as few words as his own seething
anger would allow. Jackson galloped away
in obvious fury. Jackson would never for-
give the commander of the Light Division.”
August 8 was, without a doubt, the worst

The woods directly behind “The Point,”
where Crawford’s Federals brutality clashed
with Garnett's Confederates. The bayonet
and clubbed musket were used frely.

day of marching in Jackson’s River, north of Culpeper Court
storied history. That night, as ’ House. Between them, at Cedar
recorded in tlZ’e Official Iiecords, wlN D ER S D IVISI()N Mountain, was Crawford’s four-
regiment brigade, two batteries
of artillery and Bayard’s cavalry
screening Jackson. These men
suffered throughout the morning
and afternoon waiting in the heat.

Frederic Denison, chaplain
and historian for the 1st Rhode
Island Cavalry of Bayard’s bri-

he wrote to Lee, “I am not mak-
ing much progress. The enemy’s
cavalry yesterday and last night
also threatened my train ... Hill,
... making only 2 miles yesterday.

EV\.Iell’s .division, Which is near A S lT S M E N M ()VE D
this point (12 miles from Cul- INT() P() S lTl ()N.

peper Court-House) and in front,
marched about 8 miles. Yesterday gade, made note of the heat in his
was oppressively hot; several men memoir. “Unable to leave our po-
had sun-stroke.... I fear that the expedition will, in consequence I sition, our men suffered for the lack of water and regular rations.
of my tardy movements, be productive but of little good.” I recollect having filled my canteen with water, from the run
With Bayard’s cavalry contesting the advance and and from wells, fifteen times during the day, taking in all
a signal station on Throughfare Mountain, Jackson’s twenty-one quarts, a part of which I gave to field and
advance was tracked from the start. Pope ordered staff officers and to particular sufferers.”
Banks’s II Corps forward to contest the advance. By 1:00 p.m., Ewell’s lead brigade, under Brig.
The armies would meet below Cedar Mountain. Gen. Jubal Early, advanced into the fields to con-
Banks’s 16-mile march to the battlefield began in front Bayard’s men. Along the slope of Cedar
the early hours of that fateful Saturday. Mountain, Ewell sent Trimble’s brigade and artil-
August 9 dawned warm, and it was clear the lery under 19-year-old Capt. Joseph Latimer to
day would grow to be just as hot as the previous control the heights and dominate the field. Pro-
few. Jackson was six miles short of Cedar Mountain, tected by infantry, Latimer’s gunners would hold an
Banks’s 8,000-man command was along the Hazel artillerist’s dream position, dominating nearly every
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part of the field.

Early cleared out the Yankee horse soldiers then came under
fire from Federal artillery on the eastern end of the field. As Early
cleared the cavalry, the remainder of Banks’s corps arrived and
moved into position.

Jackson’s force utilized a single road, which came under in-
creasingly heavy artillery fire. Winder’s division was forced off the
road into the trees by this fire as its men moved into position.
Winder, while placing his men, was also working with artillery
positioned near the Crittenden Gate. While assisting the gunners,
Winder was mortally wounded by a shell, becoming the highest-
ranking Confederate to die in Culpeper County during the war.
The intense Federal artillery fire forced the Confederates to aban-

-

A. F. HILL

Cedar Mountain in 863. Latimer positioned his guns on the cleared ground to the
leftof the Rev. Slaughter house, seen midway up the mountain at the tree line.
The Crittenden farm in visible below Cedar Mountain.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

don the road and move through
the woods.
Banks’s two divisions, under

s oo st e Ay ONG THE SLOPE OF
on a ridge above Cedar Run. CEDAR MOUNTAIN.“

Pope’s intention was to fight a

defensive battle, but verbal or)— L AT l M E R, S G U N N E R S
ders between Pope and Banks’s W() U L D H ()LD AN

aides were miscommunicated,

agd szmks,l obse}rlvin.g {acksoc? ART l L L E Rl S T, S D RE AM
found in s mind tre apporee- . POSITION, DOMINATING
nity to avenge the losses in the WA RLY EVERY PART

valley. At 5:00 p.m., with tem-

peratures in the 90s, he ordered OF THE FIELD.
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his men forward.

The attack was uncoordi-
nated. Beginning on the Union
left, Augur’s brigades of Brig.
Gens. Henry Prince and John
Geary stepped off into corn at
different times. To their front,
two brigades of infantry opened
on Auger’s brigades, who also
came under fire from Latimer’s
guns on Cedar Mountain, while
Geary also took flank fire from
Brig. Gen. Richard Garnett’s Vir-
ginians posted along the fence-

Cedar Mountain today.

JACKSON

Finmnia Trimble
EWELL
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lined road bordering the corn.
Between 15 and 30 minutes after

Augur’s advance, Williams’s division

stepped off, with three of Crawford’s

ered hill into a recently shocked
wheat field. One regiment was held
by Banks as his reserve. Crawford’s
5th Connecticut advanced toward
a fence manned by Garnett’s men,
while the 28th New York Infantry and

46th Pennsylvania advanced beyond W H E R E ’ S MY

the Confederate left flank and into

woods behind the Rebel lines. Strik- ST‘ON EWA l y l y

E DREW HIS
ORD..THENTOOK
regiments surging from a tree-cov- HlS BATTLEFL AG,

Replica artillery stand near where Confederates
placed two guns. The positionwas temporarily
abandoned when Federals overran the guns.

was near the Crittenden Gate, mar-
shalling Hill’s arriving division, wit-
nessed Jackson’s arrival at the critical
juncture of the battle. Blackford re-
called, “Jackson, with one or two of
his staff, came dashing across the road
from our right in great haste and ex-
citement. As he got amongst the dis-
ordered troops he drew his sword [it
was rusted in its scabbard, so Jackson
unclipped it and raised both sword
and scabbard], then reached over and
took his battleflag ... and dropping
the reins, waved it over his head and

ing the Rebels in the flank and rear, BRIG ADE? F O RW ARD, at the same time cried out in a loud

the fighting became brutal and per-

sonal. The bayonet was freely used. MEN . FO RWARD!”

The advancing Yankees forced por-
tions of Garnett’s men into the open
to retreat toward the Crittenden Lane. Garnett’s exposed bri-
gade suffered 301 casualties.
At this point Jackson, who was on the right of the line, was
heard to say, “There is some hard work being done over there.”
Jackson raced toward his collapsing left, leaping fences and
losing his hat. As he neared the Crittenden Gate, ever the artiller-
ist, he ordered the guns still in the battery to the rear.
Capt. Charles Blackford, Stonewall’s aide-de-camp, who
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voice, ‘Rally, men! Remember Winder!
Where’s my Stonewall Brigade? For-
ward, men, Forward!””

Others present recalled different
phasing, but all agree the effect was electric. The tide of battle
was turned.

The arrival of A. P. Hill’s division couldn’t have been better
timed. Brig. Gen. Edward L. Thomas’s Georgians were dispatched
to anchor Jackson’s right. The next brigade up was Brig. Gen.
Lawrence O’Bryan Branch’s North Carolinians. They had formed
and were ready to advance when Jackson rallied the broken men.
Branch moved through the stifling woods and swept up the ex-

hausted  Federals,
whose  formation
was broken from the
close fighting and heat.

Nearly 30 minutes after the ini-
tial advance, Banks’s last brigade, Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon’s,
came forward at Crawford’s right. Advancing through a valley, the
men were exposed to flank fire from the Stonewall Brigade, po-
sitioned on the ridgeline. Then, in front of Gordon, stepped up
Branch’s North Carolinians. In their brief fight, the brigade lost
466 men; in retreat, they were nearly flanked by two more fresh
brigades.

Seeing the withdrawal of Crawford’s men, Geary’s and then
Prince’s soldiers withdrew. Neither commander was with his
troops, Geary having been twice wounded and Prince captured.
Augur was also wounded, and division command had devolved
to Brig. Gen. George Greene, whose two-regiment brigade de-
fended the Federal left.

Banks, seeing the collapse of his entire line and the surg-
ing Confederates, sent his only reserve into the fray, Crawford’s
10th Maine Infantry. As the sun set in their faces, the Maine men
fought portions of seven Confederate brigades. By the end of the
night, 51 percent of Crawford’s brigade were casualties.

A late charge by a battalion of the 1st Pennsylvania
Cavalry, costing nearly 100 men, bought critical time for Banks’s
withdrawal.

Stonewall hoped to profit from the fleeing Federals. He gave

Gen. Thomas Jackson’s sword
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
Richmond, Va.

chase with two of Hill’s brigades and artillery
under Capt. William Pegram. At 10:00 p.m., Pegram’s four guns
opened on the Yankees. Four batteries responded, and Pegram
lost two officers, three enlisted men and 11 horses. Two days later,
photographer Timothy O’Sullivan took the first photograph of
dead on the battlefield — Pegram’s dead horses.

The fight had lasted nine hours, with the most intense in-
fantry clash lasting 90 minutes, nearly matching the temperature.
Cedar Mountain cost the Federals 2,381 casualties, 20 percent of
those engaged, including Banks, injured late in the fight. Jack-
son’s command suffered 1,276 casualties.

Jackson, in his last action as an independent commander,
accomplished Lee’s directives. Stonewall kept Gordonsville free
of Yankees and found the opportunity to successfully strike a
blow. Richmond was safe, and Lee gained his launching point for
the Second Manassas Campaign.

A 20-year veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Michael E. Block has
been on the board of directors of the Friends of Cedar Mountain
Battlefield since 2012 and is currently serving as its vice-
president. He has also served on the Board of the Brandy Station
Foundation and on both the Culpeper and Fauquier Sesquicen-
tennial Committees.

John Geary’s Ohio brigade fought along this
ridge-line and suffered 465 casualties.
In August 1862, this field was in tall corn.

A——
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CAMP of INSTRUCTION

STUDENTS OF PRESERVATION

TEACHERS

OF THE YEAR

Where are they now?

BY MEGHAN HALL

FOR MANY OF THESE EDUCATORS,
allowing history to remain accessible to
their students involves planning field
trips. BOB RINEHART, an eighth-grade
American history teacher at Southamp-
ton Middle School in Bel Air, Md., takes
his students on a field trip to Gettysburg
National Military Park. He said that he has
planned and executed this trip 20 times at
this point. Rinehart was honored as the
Trust’s Teacher of the Year in 2004.
Rinehart incudes several experiences
in the day-long trip. Students enjoy walk-
ing tours led by Rinehart himself, the use
of the Trust’s Gettysburg Battle App®
guide, a visit to the Cyclorama, scavenger
hunts and licensed battlefield tours. Rine-
hart said, “The support of the American
Battlefield Trust has been tremendous,”
citing the Trust’s Field Trip Fund as a valu-
able resource for him and his colleagues.
The Field Trip Fund, designed to oft-
set the costs of field trips related to the
Civil War, the War of 1812 and the Revo-
lutionary War, enables K—12 educators to
help their students see the effects of crucial
points in American history firsthand.
Lessons taught inside the class-
room, however, are just as crucial as the
ones taught outside of the classroom.
SHIRLEY MAE SNYDER, a second-grade
teacher at Lyon Magnet Elementary School
in Waukegan, Ill., who holds a particu-
lar fervor for Abraham Lincoln, shared a
story about bringing Civil War content to
a bilingual classroom, in which students
learned in Spanish and English.
“The first day we met, I introduced
myself, explained my expectations, and
let them check out my room — Lincoln
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SK EDUCATORS, and they’ll admit that it is not always easy to
engage students in the classroom using traditional methods.
Educating students demands skill, intuition and knowledge to
create formative learning experiences that will impact students.
Interactive, alluring lessons are not always commonplace in the
American education system, but the American Battlefield Trust honors outstand-
ing history educators each year in recognition of their unique talents and ability to
capture students’ attention in the Civil War arena.

The Trust presents the Abroe-Carter Award and the Teacher of the Year Award
to educators who demonstrate a sense of pride and passion for teaching their stu-
dents about historical events. The Abroe-Carter Award is presented to an educator
who focuses on a special project with his or her students or goes far beyond expec-
tations to further students’ educations, and the Teacher of the Year is awarded to

the best history teacher. Spread across the country, the educators who receive the
prestigious awards work countless hours to captivate their students.

hat, Lincoln bobbleheads, Lincoln house
key, lithographs, photographs and replica
Civil War bullets around my room,” Sny-
der recalled. “The next time we met, they
came prepared with all sorts of informa-
tion on Lincoln to see if I knew it. They did
manage to find a new tidbit I didn’t know.
The librarian came to tell me after our first
class [that] those stu-dents checked out
every book they could on Lincoln to see
if they could stump me — and all books
were in English.”

Though Snyder doesn’t know Span-

ish, she found a way to engage the stu-
dents, ultimately fostering a sense of won-
derment within those she worked with.
Snyder received the Teacher of the Year
honor in 2017.

DAVE NIEKUM, who teaches at Avella
Junior/Senior High School in Avella, Pa.,
fondly shared memories of showing stu-
dents his broad collection of Civil War
artifacts. The collection includes an array
of Civil War weapons, which he said the
students find particularly fascinating.

Niekum said that upon receiving the

Abroe-Carter Award in 2018, he was la-
beled a member of the Trust’s family. He
said he was touched by that affirmation
and that he felt strongly about the power
of the Trust as more than just a profes-
sional organization.

“Ilook at the Trust as more than justa
resource,” said Niekum. “The people at the
Trust become family. I've gotten to know
so many wonderful people because of the

Trust.”

JAMES A. PERCOCO, a
middle and high school teacher at Loud-
on School for the Gifted in Ashburn, Va.,
said that teaching students about the his-
tory and formation of the United States is
imperative to their understanding of the
function of the country now. Percoco re-
ceived the Trust’s Teacher of the Year award
in 2012. He left the traditional education
system to work as the Trust’s Teacher in
Residence for several years before return-
ing to the classroom.

“I think kids need to recognize that
democracy and republican forms of gov-
ernment are something that everybody is a
stakeholder in,” Percoco said. “I think kids
need to understand the stakeholder con-
cept and also understand why dialogue
and discussion is really necessary for de-
mocracy to not just survive but to thrive.”

For that reason, Percoco said that
he uses current examples of democratic
dilemmas surrounding history’s effect on
modern times. He also incorporates tech-
nology into his classroom.

Specifically, he said he
enjoys using the Trust’s “In4”
video series, which are short,
four-minute clips that tar-
get certain aspects of wars;
Percoco has even narrated
some of the videos himself.
Though  educators
have and foster love for
history, the task of teach-
ing history does not
come without challenges.
CAROLYN IVANOFF, who is now an as-
sistant principal at Shelton High School in
Shelton, Conn., said she sees how difficult

it can be to teach history.

“In many states, history has been
crowded out by standardized testing es-
pecially in the elementary schools where
math, reading and science take prece-
dence. In many American elementary
schools, history is simply not taught with
any regularity;,” said Ivanoft.

Ivanoff also noted that political is-
sues and time allotted to certain histori-
cal subjects, like the Civil War, the War of

The 2019 TEACHER
orf THE YEAR
will be announced on July I3
during the Annual Teacher Institute
in Raleigh, N.C.

1812 and the Revolutionary War, can taint
educators’ ability to teach and engage their
students.

Though the job can prove difficult,
TYLERMADISON, an eighth-grade teacher
at Walnut Middle School in Grand Island,
Neb., explained why the job is an impera-
tive part of society and gave this advice
to new and future educators: “We get the
opportunity to actually impact lives and
society, every day. Learn to connect with
students and share your excitement about
your subject. If you can do those things,
you will impact your students’ lives long
after they leave your classroom.”

Madison was selected as the Teacher
of the Year in 2018.

PHIL CASKEY, who teaches at Uni-
versity High School in Morgantown,
W.Va., explained that the Trust has helped
him develop personally and professionally.

Caskey was named the Trust’s Teach-
er of the Year in 2016 and said, “It’s been
one of the greatest honors of my life, to
be honest. I try to live up to it daily.” Cas-
key said more students are taking his Civil
War class because of the notoriety that has
come along with the award.

DAVID WEGE, a middle school teach-
er at Waucosta Lutheran Grade School in
Campbellsport, Wisc., praised the Trust for
its commitment to educators’ success, as
well as students’ success. Wege was chosen
as the winner of the Abroe-Carter Award
in 2017.

“The annual Teacher Institute is a
highlight of my summer. We learn great
content, experience museums and battle-
fields with enthusiastic fellow participants
and create a network of friends and col-
leagues that is unsurpassed in anything I
have ever done,” Wege said. “The Trust
brings together strangers who have be-
come not only friends, but also profes-
sional resources for one another.” %
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CHARGE AND COUNTERCHARGE

at Cedar Mountain

HE 70-PLUS people who gathered at
the battlefield on March 31, 2019, for
the Generations: Charge and Counter-
charge at Cedar Mountain event en-
joyed much more temperate weather than their Civil
War counterparts. But even the youngest participants
walked away with a new appreciation for what period
soldiers experienced when they marched into battle.

Wearing wool jackets and hats provided by the
Trust, young people re-enacted the flow of the battle,
with Union troops attacking, only to be repulsed and
charged in return. But instead of live ammunition,
children were armed with lightweight plastic balls that
were hurled to simulate the confusion and chaos of a
battlefield.

Living historians representing the Valley Guards,
a company of the 10th Virginia Infantry, were on hand
to interpret what daily life was like for soldiers during
the war. Children were even able to sample hardtack, a
staple of the 19th-century military diet, before moving
on to a more appetizing modern snack.

The Generations program is designed to help his-
tory lovers pass their passion on to the next genera-
tion by offering family-friendly events that can spark
an interest in the past. Accompanied by their parents
or grandparents, children from as far afield as Long Is-
land, N.Y., were in attendance at Cedar Mountain.

Diane Logan, president of the Friends of Cedar
Mountain Battlefield, summed up the importance
of the Generations program when she welcomed the
crowd to the event, saying, “All of you are the future for
keeping the history of these battlefields alive.” %

PHOTOS BY BUDDY SECOR
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PICKETT'S CHARGE

at Gettysburg

N APRIL 27, 115 people participated in the Trust’s “Pickett’s
Charge” Generations event at Gettysburg. Despite the windy
weather, young people enjoyed learning about soldier life dur-
ing the Civil War, retracing the steps of the Confederate assault
against Cemetery Ridge and even engaging in an age-appropriate simulation.
Look for future family-friendly events at www.battlefields.org/generations.k

PHOTOS BY NOEL KLINE
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PAIGE READ

Town of Culpeper’s tourism and
economic development director knows
what sets the region apart

N A WAY, Paige Read is the Town of Culpeper’s
biggest cheerleader. As the director of economic
development and tourism, her job is to promote the
things that make the community one of a kind —
the places that can be found nowhere else.

“If | were to personify Culpeper, the top traits that come to
mind are humble, surprising and delicately refined,” Read says.
“Culpeper is quintessential southern charm.”

She advises that Culpeper is well known as a foodie town,
with award-winning chefs, but simultaneously has tremendous
natural scenery and is a Mecca for equestrian sports. Not to
mention its major Civil War battlefields. In total, it’s “a blend of
life’s simplest pleasures encompassed in nature’s greatest gifts.
The perfect escape for those seeking to create historic life expe-
riences during an era filled with generic instant gratification.”

A native of Baltimore County, Md., Read moved to Virginia
as an undergraduate studying strategic advertising at Virginia
Commonwealth University (VCU). While there, she gained prac-
tical knowledge that she parlayed into a job with a Richmond
ad agency upon graduation. It’s also where she met her future
husband Brandon, with whom she now raises two daughters.
Several of her initial clients were residential developers, and
Read’s job was to market the aspects of their planned communi-
ties that would attract buyers. She later moved on to the Virginia
Tourism Corporation, promoting the state’s assets.

“In the beginning, that’s what | thought tour-
ism was — selling the best parts of a locality,” Read
says. “It took a couple of years for me to truly learn
the value of the tourism industry. At its core, tour-
ism is economic development. As destination mar-
keters, we inform, inspire and educate consumers
with the goals of driving economic stability, job cre-
ation, community sustainability and quality of life
through travel.”

Eight years and an MBA from VCU later, Read
moved on from that position with the state, having
found a personal niche at the intersection of tradi-
tional economic development and tourism, where
product development and placemaking are tools
used to secure large-scale investment and job cre-
ation, thereby expanding the tax base and increas-
ing the standard of living within a community.

That is why Read became such an early and
vocal supporter of the proposal to create a new
Virginia state park from the already preserved

landscapes of the
Brandy Station and
Cedar Mountain
Battlefields.

‘A new state
park in Culpeper will
deliver  economic
stimulation to the
entire region. The
combined direct
and indirect spend-
ing by visitors will
provide stabilization
for our small busi-
ness community and our local tax base — both of which set a
foundation for community investment and job creation, resulting
in a higher quality of life.”

Read believes that heritage tourism is particularly potent,
appealing to a large cross-section of today’s travelers.

“Across all generations, there is swell in demand for authen-
ticity and self-discovery. People are seeking more and more
opportunities to disconnect [from technology], so they can con-
nect with friends, families and loved ones,” she says. “When you
stop to think about it, all travelers are heritage travelers, seeking
to experience the places and activities that represent the stories
and people of the past and present.”

So what else should a traveler who has come to Culpeper
for its battlefields be sure to do while in the region? Read rec-
ommends the boutiques and restaurants on Davis Street or
catching a movie screening at the Library of Congress Packard
Campus. She also notes there are 30 breweries, wineries and
distilleries that dot the nearby countryside, including Belmont
Farms, the first craft distiller in America.

“There is nothing better than sharing the stories of our local
entrepreneurs, chefs, creators and doers, and then watching
those stories inspire people to visit, connect and experience all
that Culpeper has to offer firsthand.” %

Cedar Mountain Battlefield
Culpeper County, V.
MATTHEW MINION

wiw.batlefields.org AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD TRUST 411



JUST ANNOUNCED!

Manassas National Battlefield Park
Manassas, Va,
BUDDY SECOR

JUNE 4-7, 2020

IN CHANTILLY, VIRGINIA

“The Wars that Forged America”

Visit sites such as MANASSAS » ANTIETAM » HARPERS FERRY  FREDERICKSBURG *
FORT McHENRY * ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY * MOUNT VERNON

pesgpr| AMERICAN
BATTLEFIELD

f TRUST * * *

PRESERVE. EDUCATE. IMSPIRE.

Full event details, lodging information
and registration forms will be
available online this summer.

www.battlefields.org/annualconference
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LEADING zhe CHARGE

SALUTING OUR MEMBERS

THEIR WAR CONCLUDED, VETERANS SOUGHT OUT

“Scenes of thatr Memorable Contest”

[ BY JAck DEMPSEY |

ISITS TO CIVIL WAR battlefields by
veterans of the conflict were not solely
a post-war event. Two of the earliest
tours came on consecutive days in mid-
May 1865.

As William Tecumseh Sherman’s
consolidated army marched from North Carolina to the
nation’s capital to participate in the Grand Review, his four
army corps followed separate routes after reaching Richmond.
The XIV Corps took the way farthest to the west, whereas the
XV Corps and XVI Corps used the two easternmost lines of
march. The XXth Corps, in the middle, crossed the North
Anna, Mat, Ta, and Po Rivers on Sunday, May 14, on a designed
hike toward a stop south of Spotsylvania Court House. The
day’s march of 16 miles, commencing near dawn, left a few
hours of daylight once the men went into camp.

Brevet Maj. Gen. Alpheus Starkey Williams commanded
the First Division of the XX Corps. He had just completed four
years in uniform; his troops were hardy veterans. The divi-
sion had been part of John Pope’s Army of Virginia in 1862
and, both before and after, one of the stalwarts of the Army of
the Potomac. Its combat record included Antietam, Chancel-
lorsville and Gettysburg. Sent west in September 1863 to help
save the besieged Union forces at Chattanooga, it had served
capably under Sherman in the Atlanta Campaign, the March to
the Sea and through the Carolinas.

Late that Sunday, many soldiers felt drawn not so much to
the warmth of a campfire as to a different type of illumination.
Though not present for the Overland Campaign of 1864, they
undoubtedly knew of the bloody battles of that prior May. In
the poignant words of Williams’s post-Grand Review report,
“many officers and men embraced the opportunity to visit the
famous battlefields in this vicinity” Not having fought on this
ground, but knowing vividly what Civil War combat entailed,
“Pap” Williams and his soldiers could not help being drawn to
what had happened here.

The next day’s march began at 5:00 a.m. The First Division
traversed 15 miles through “the Wilderness” before reaching its
evening destination on the Rappahannock River. Rest stops
were common, but a three-hour interlude entailed much more
than sitting by the side of the road.

Williams halted his men at Chancellorsville, a battlefield
visit possessed of a special character. His men had been there
before — fought there, been wounded there, knew comrades

who were captured or died there. These three afternoon hours
called to mind the time spent staving off the final push of
Jackson’s flank attack on May 2 and holding the line under fire
from Confederate batteries at Hazel Grove on May 3, as well as
how the confident march down the Orange Turnpike on May 1
contrasted with the bitter retreat across the ford of May 6.

Despite the passage of two years, the battleground was
recognizable. A foundation remained of the log house known
as Fairview, a slave overseer’s home, where Williams had estab-
lished his headquarters. Nearby rifle pits, lunettes and barricades
remained, though the passage of changing seasons had begun
to alter their contours. So, too, did the surrounding woods, no
longer marred by recent fire still bear signs of the carnage.

“Scenes of that memorable contest” is how Williams
described impressions of the visit in his report. As the men
of the Red Star Division walked the hallowed ground, theirs
were among the first footfalls of those who would value the
inestimable price paid here.

Williams was not alone in making official record of the
experience. A subordinate officer wrote that “many of the bod-
ies of our war comrades still lay upon the field of battle” Anoth-
er went further: “Many of our dead still remain unburied, which
is a burning stigma and disgrace” Those who “looked with
indifference” upon such fields “should forever be deprived of
the privileges and blessings of our Government, and be branded
as desecraters of the dead, unfit to associate with the living.”

Other officers took similar opportunities during their
march. Sherman himself wrote, “I feel anxious to see the ground
about Spotsylvania CourtHouse and Chancellorsville.” He then
“endeavored to see as much of the battlefields of the Army of the
Potomac as I could, and therefore shifted from one column to
the other, visiting en route” to the nation’s capital.

“Anxious to see the ground” “Embrace the opportunity”
These are contemporary messages that echo down through the
decades to us today. If you wonder whether the soldiers who
fought the Civil War would appreciate today’s efforts to preserve
the ground they hallowed with their service and sacrifice their
own words provide an authentic answer. %

Jack Dempsey is author of the just-released Michigan’s Civil
War Citizen-General: Alpheus S. Williams, published by The
History Press, and a long-time supporter of the Trust.
Proceeds from sales of the book support a monument to
Michigan’s soldiers at Antietam National Battlefield.
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APARTING SHOT

Walk along Lake Ontario

Sackets Harhor Battlefield
“Sackefs Harbor, N.Y. -

CHRIS MURRAY -

Culpeper, “Ca. =
THE ROLLING HILLS of Virginia’s Piedmont are home to the vibrant
community of Culpeper. Renowned as a destination for dining and
history alike, the town makes a great base of operations for exploring
all that the Old Dominion has to offer. If “Virginia Is for Lovers,” then
Culpeper is especially good for history lovers.
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HELP US CAPTURE
THE BATTLEFIELDS!

FEW READERS of Hallowed Ground realize that all submissions to
the magazine by photographers and artists are made as donations.
If you're interested in donating your time and talent for the American
Battlefield Trust by taking high-resolution photography for Hallowed
Ground, please send an email with a wehb link or samples of your work
to Creative Director Jeff Griffith at HallowedGroundPhotography@
gmail.com. (Please note thatimages taken at web resolution settings
on your camera or mohile phones are not of suitably high resolution
to reproduce in print media.)
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Monmouth Battlefield RONALD CLAIBORNE

«= ‘Freehold, N\(.J. =+
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THE SEAT of Monmouth County, Freehold features a quaint downtown
with plenty to explore. Not only is the region rich in Revolutionary War
history, it is also within easy access of some of the Jersey Shore’s
most beautiful beaches and character-filled boardwalks. Add in the
delicious produce from local orchards that gave the Garden State its
nickname, and you have a recipe for fun of all stripes.

«= Sackets Harbor, <N\ Y.
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LOCATED on the shores of Lake Ontario, Sackets Harbor is a picturesque
community with plenty of outdoor recreation opportunities. From ice-cream
parlors to boutique shops and nearby wineries, there are options to please
every member of the family. This North Country treasure is sure to appeal

to history lovers of all ages and those simply looking for a quiet getaway.

HETHER for a day trip or long weekend,
battlefield communities offer more than just
access to a single historic site. There’s often also
wonderful food and shopping, other family-
friendly activities and ample opportunity for outdoor recreation.
Beginning with this issue, the feature articles you read in
Hallowed Ground, penned by leading historians in the field, will be
accompanied online with resources designed to help you plan a trip to
that battlefield. So if you're now inspired to visit Monmouth, Sackets

Harbor or Cedar Mountain, you have expert suggestions at your
disposal!

These itineraries offers everything from lodging ideas to food
recommendations. Whether youre looking for parks to wear out
the kids or local vineyards and breweries, we have ideas that will
satisfy every member of the family. Browse by category — Historic
Happenings, Family Fun, Retail Therapy and Romantic Retreat —
download detailed descriptions and consult maps to plan a customized
adventure. x

Explore all of the Trust’s travel guides for historic communities at
www.battlefields.org/itineraries
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