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N EARLY MARCH, a bi-
partisan group of 56 U.S. 
senators introduced the 
Great American Outdoors 
Act, which would provide 
an unprecedented invest-

ment in America’s public lands.
“The American Battlefield Trust whole-

heartedly and enthusiastically supports this 
legislation,” said Trust President Jim Light-
hizer. “We are incredibly grateful to the Unit-
ed States Congress and to President Trump 
for their leadership and support for this im-
portant legislation. We join them in calling for 
swift passage of this bill to ensure the sites 
where America was created are preserved 
forever.

This vital, long-awaited legislation 
combines two priorities related to battlefield 
preservation.  First, it fully and permanently 
funds the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF), which in turn funds the Battlefield 
Land Acquisition Grant Program, a matching 
grant program that has successfully saved 
more than 32,000 acres of America’s hal-
lowed Revolutionary War, War of 1812 and 
Civil War battlefields. Second, it tackles the 
critical maintenance backlog within our Na-
tional Park System, including at dozens of 
battlefield parks — famous sites like Get-
tysburg, Antietam, Vicksburg and Yorktown 
— which will enhance these outdoor class-
rooms and ensure they are accessible to the 
public for generations to come.

The Great American Outdoors Act would 
authorize mandatory and full funding ($900 
million) for LWCF in perpetuity by direct-
ing revenues from on-shore and off-shore 
energy development — both fossil and re-
newable energy operations — that are not 
already allocated by law to other programs. 
Further, the bill would allocate $9 billion over 
five years to address the deferred mainte-
nance backlog experienced by federal agen-
cies, including the National Park Service, the 
National Forest Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.H
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TRIERE, GERMANY, 1944 
Americans advance through 

the Hurtgen Forest before the start  
of the Battle of the Bulge.
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