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HE FUTURE of America’s hallowed ground, 
the battlefields on which its formative con-
flicts were decided, grew secure this summer, 
after the Great American Outdoors Act was 
signed into law. This legislation to preserve 
and restore America’s public lands received 
significant bipartisan support in both houses 

of Congress and from a vast coalition of conservation and steward-
ship organizations, including the American Battlefield Trust, the na-
tion’s leading battlefield preservation organization, en route to its  
presidential signature. 

The measure benefits battlefield preservation in two parallel 
ways. First, it fully and permanently funds the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF) at the $900-million level annually, via revenues 
from on-shore and off-shore energy development — both fossil and 
renewable energy operations — not already allocated by law to other 
programs. This large pool in turn funds the Battlefield Land Acquisi-
tion Grant Program, a matching grant program that has successfully 
saved more than 32,000 acres of America’s hallowed Revolutionary 
War, War of 1812 and Civil War battlefields. The Trust and its partner 
organizations leverage these targeted federal grants against indi-
vidual donations to create public-private partnerships to protect key  
portions of battlefields outside National Park Service boundaries.

Further, the bill allocates $9 billion over five years to address 
the deferred maintenance backlog experienced by federal agencies, 
including the National Park Service, the National Forest Service, the 
Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Battlefield parks are included in this criti-
cal maintenance backlog, with millions of dollars’ worth of projects 
at dozens of battlefield parks, such as Antietam, Gettysburg, Shiloh, 
Vicksburg and Yorktown. Completion of these projects will materially 
enhance these outdoor classrooms and ensure they are accessible to 
the public.

The conservation community was quick to offer thanks to the 
many champions who made passage of the measure possible, from the 
Department of the Interior and the presidential administration to the 
halls of Congress. In particular, the following senators and represen-
tatives deserve recognition for their leading roles: Sens. Cory Gardner 
(R-CO), Joe Manchin (D-WV), Steve Daines (R-MT), Mark Warner 
(D-VA), Rob Portman (R-OH), Angus King (I-ME), Lamar Alexander 
(R-TN) and Lisa Murkowski (R-AK); Speaker of the House Nancy  
Pelosi (D-CA) and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), 
plus Reps. Joe Cunningham (D-SC) and Mike Simpson (R-ID).H















H E  S U F F E R E D  A  C O M P O U N D 
F R A C T U R E  I N  T H E  R I G H T 

L E G ,  A N D  T H E  W O U N D 
S W I F T LY  P R O V E D  M O R TA L .
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