
Broad Stripes and Bright 
Stars

The Chesapeake Campaign of the War of 1812 That Gave us 

The Star Spangled Banner



Reasons for the War of 1812



Embargo Act of 1807



ÅUS squeezed between England and France during wartime

ÅImpressment of American Sailors by British Navy Press Gangs



War Hawks

Henry Clay John C. Calhoun



President James Madison



Timeline

ÅBritish disembark ships at Benedict, Maryland, June 1, 1814

Å{ƪƛǊƳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ WǳƴŜ у-10

ÅJoshua Barny Scuttles Chesapeake Flotilla August 22

ÅBattle of Bladensburg, August 24

ÅWashington, DC burned, August 24-25

ÅBattle of North Point, Maryland, September 12

ÅBombardment of Fort McHenry, September 13 & 14



Principle British Players

Rear Admiral George Cockburn

Admiral Alexander Cochrane
Overall British Theatre Commander

General Robert Ross



Principle American Players

President James Madison First Lady, Dolly Madison Secretary of War, John Armstrong



Principle American Players

Secretary of State, James Monroe General William H. Winder



Principle American Players

Commodore Joshua Barney Colonel George Armistead



Principle American Players

Dr. William Beanes
Francis Scott Key



30 Sites of Combat

Dozens of Towns Burned 
And Properties Torched 
By the British



The Colonial Marines
Enslaved African-Americans from 
the Chesapeake who served in 
the British ranks in return for 
freedom

ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭǘŜǊ 
the bad opinion I had of their 
whole race and now I really 
believe that we are training, will 
neither shew want of zeal or 
courage when employed by us in 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦέ

-- Admiral George Cockburn



.ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ άaƻǎǉǳƛǘƻέ CƭŜŜǘ

ñForm them into flying squadroné continually watching and annoying the enemy in our waters.ò







British Crossing Site Washington Tavern: Battle Witness



ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊŜŀŘŦǳƭƭȅ ƎŀƭƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƴƻ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƭƻŎƪΥ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ 
instant part of a platoon was cut down it was filled up by the men in the rear without the least noise and 
ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΦέ

Private Henry Fulford, Baltimore Militia



Bladensburg, Maryland Today





.ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ мн-pound cannons Marine Corps Marker

ά²Ŝ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΧ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦ
²ƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƴŜǎΦέ



.ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ²ƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘǳǊŜ



Bladensburg, Maryland
Today



Congreve Rockets & The Bladensburg Races

ñI shaped my course for woods in the rear, where I intended to lay

down and rest, being almost fatigued to death, but the bullets and 

grape shot flew like hailstones around meéò

Private Henry Fulford

ñWe made a fine scamper of it.ò

John P. Kennedy



Undaunted in Battle

Sculptor: Joanne Ross    
Dedicated in 2014

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀ Ǌŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŎƘŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ŘƻƎǎΦέ
Charles Ball



Undaunted in Battle



Images of the Burning of Washington, DC - 1814

Fresco in US Capitol



Dolly Madison and enslaved house servant, Paul Jennings, save Gilbert 
{ǘǳŀǊǘΩǎ [ŀƴǎŘƻǿƴŜ tƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ

Paul Jennings, c. 1850



Burning and Sacking of the White House





Battle of North Point, Maryland


