








permanent memorials to the sacrifice, devotion to duty and 
courage of the brave American soldiers — from the Revolu-
tionary War to the present — who have given their lives to 
create the strongest, freest and most vibrant democracy in 
the history of the world.

Interpreted battlefields become everlasting outdoor class-
rooms, where future generations will study and 
reflect upon the significance of past events — a 
process further advanced by the judicious ap-
plication and integration of the latest in cutting-
edge technology. Well-managed battlefields be-
come tremendous community assets, improving 
livability as valuable green space and increasing 
economic vitality through heritage tourism.

Moreover, in this era of dwindling resources 
for classroom educators, our curricula and other 
materials can make a profound difference in the 
ability of these teachers to spark a lifelong interest 

in history among their charges. And a robust online pres-
ence, offering the highest quality articles, videos and other 
digital and multimedia materials, ensures that millions of 
people each year are able to access high quality, accurate and 
unbiased content.H

Sincerely, 

T HE 2015 FISCAL YEAR saw a tremendous 
string of successes for the Civil War Trust, as 
we finished our commemoration of the Civil 
War sesquicentennial by completing an ambi-

tious $52.5 million capital campaign timed to coincide with 
the war’s 150th anniversary. During this time we further em-
braced the mantle of America’s premier heritage 
land preservation organization by undertaking 
groundbreaking projects at such iconic places as 
Gettysburg and Antietam, and by transforming 
history education with 21st-century technology.

But even as we pause to mark specific 
achievements from this particular window of 
April 2015–March 2016, I ask you to reflect on 
the broader purpose of this organization and 
our growing understanding of how preserva-
tion can secure the future of history education 
in this country. We are uniquely positioned to 
shape the way the first century of American history is remem-
bered, honored and taught.

Each day, development pressures threaten to destroy 
pieces of American history, notably the battlefields on which 
our country was formed and tested. For nearly 30 years, the 
Civil War Trust has successfully fought to save battlefields 
from America’s defining conflict — the Civil War. Recogniz-
ing that battlefields from the Revolutionary War and the War 
of 1812 are similarly, if not more, vulnerable, in late 2014, 
we responded to the request of the National Park Service by 
launching the national Campaign 1776 initiative.

Unspoiled battlefield landscapes are precious reminders 
of this nation’s struggles to achieve independence and cre-
ate a republic focused on the liberty of its people. They are 

O. JAMES LIGHTHIZER
President, Civil War Trust
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