AMERICAN Help Save 820 Acres at Five At-risk
BATTLEFIELD

TRUST * * Virginia Battlefields Today — And have
your generosity multiplied $30-to-$1!

Dear Patriotic Friend,

As a student of our nation’s history,y ou
probablyk now that nearly3 3 ercent of the major
battles of the AmericarC ivil War were fought in
the Commonwealtlo f Virginia.

But youn ayn ot know that,t d ay,w e are
fighting— harder thanwv e have ever had d ight
before -a- new series of relentless,m ulti-
front battles throughout Virginia for the state’s
remainingl nprotected attlefield and.
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From Peteerurg R ichmond o Th Breakh 8 ed ¢ b fall6 Petersh @ d h captme
Manassas,f rom the Tidewater td he Shenandoah 6 Richn d

Valley,t housands of acres of hallowed round re
threatened y ampant,w idespread,u nrestrained,a n& xtremelyw ell-fundedl evelopment from utility-scale
solar farms,d ata centers,w arehouse distributiorc enters,a nd esidential and ther commercial development.

That’s whyl am writing ¢/ ot d ay witla battle plart d ight back— our chance ts ave fully8 20
acres of this hallowedr rounda- t five different battlefields -w itla nticipated matching unds that would
multiplyt he value of anyz ift youn ake bya m stoundingd 30-to-$1!

I apologize i dvance for all the numb rs,b ut I want yoit dh ave a full understanding f the
op ortunityw e have b fore us td ay:

At Mine Run,w e cars ave 7024 cres; at Reams Statior{ where we are gettingy ery lose to
substantiallyxc ompleting hat battlefield),w e cars ave another crucial 9@ cres; at BoydtorP lanlR oad,w e
can save the veryf irst 12 cres ever saved t that battlefield; same thing t Dinwiddie Court House,w here
we carp reserve the first & cres ever saved here; and’ inally,a Ithough t is small,w e cars ave another
crucial 2-acre tract at The Breakthrougla t Petersburg,w here we have alreadys avedd % cres!

Add it all up ... that’s fully 820 acres of threatened Virginia hallowed ground. This is remarkable
because in all of 2022 — a very successful year — you and I saved 1,281 acres across America. If we can
successfully close these five transactions, we will have already saved fully 64 percent of what we did last year!

Everb tter,w itk he various matching-grant sources,g enerous landowner donations (where a
landowner heroically turnedl owm m ffer from a solar farm developer in favor of preservation!), I calculate
that we cars ave this land at $3.3Gmn illion n transactiov alue) ...

... for $111,856! That’s a $30-to-$Im atclo fyour donationd ollar, certainly the largest match ratio we
have seers d ar this year,a nd ne of the top-tetb st matches we’ve ever had.
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If yow ould uy new $30,00@ ar for just $1,000,y ow ouldn’t think wice,r ight? If you heard
that your local grocery tore was sellind 150~ ortlo f groceries for $5,1 'm sure youl- ike me -w ould
alreadyp  irt he car driving d he store!

Well,t hat’s the op ortunityw e have td ay,o nlyw e’re not buying ars or chicken: We’re saving
America’s history anch eritage,a ndv e’re doing tim place where it has never b_en more threatened.

LoudourC ounty,V irginia,n ot far from where I am writing his letter toy ou W ashington,D C,i s
the home of the Battle of Balls Bluff,a ndn uclo f what was called ohiS inf etoM osby’s Confederacy.

Td ay,h owever,it proudlyb asts 62 massive,m onolithic,p ower-hungryd ata centers,w ithm ore
likelyo 1t he way. We are feeling & reme development pressure ort he battlefields at Manassas,B ristow
Station,B randyS tation,a ndn anyo thers.

The well-funded ig-tecle ompanies and andl evelopers b hind hem are pursuingd andowners —
includingn anyw how ant ts ee their lang reservedw  itth uge,o ften rresistible offers,m aking t
difficult for us t& ompete.

I’'ve said tb fore,and ’ll say t again here: The AmericaB attlefieldl' rust is not anti-development.
We know that people need laces td ive,w ork,r aise families,s hop,a n& njoyt he AmericarD ream.

However, we are absolutely opposed to development on hallowed ground. Developers can
move their projects to other sites; we cannot move where America’s history happened, and once ground,
hallowed by the blood of those who fought there, is paved over and built upon, it is gone forever, denied to
all future generations.

Quickly,h ere is the situatiom 1t he ground teaclo fthe five tracts we are working & ave td ay:

% THE 702 ACRES AT MINE RUN %

Less than two years ago, a company offered the owners
of this property a whopping $6.8 million to put a huge solar
farm here. I don’t know if you’ve seen one of these, but imagine
hillsides and farmlands completely blanketed in large solar panels.

The companyd idn’t care that this tract b re witness
tds eneral George G.M eade’s last and™ ailedh ttempts to
destroyG eneral Robert E.L ee’s Army f NortherrV irginia.
Fortunately,t he owners of the land did know, and they did care.
They turnedl owrt he solar farm offer andl ecided ow orkw ith
us to preserve the land nstead.( Myf riend,t his is a rare form By b carly iner6 M in Rov asth war's
of unselfisth eroism,s eldom seert hese days.T his landowner fih fo th med Mead 'sArmy 6 th Pom acad
walkedr wayf rom literallyn illions of dollars te ee their land Lee’s Armyb  No th rn Virg n a.
preserved,a ndv e are s rateful ta hem. Please joirm e in
thanking hem for their commitment td attlefield reservatiorb y igning our name and dding a personal
message ort he enclosed heet.)

% AN ADDITIONAL 96A CRES AT REAMS STATION %

Eight Federal Army units from five states fought ort his tract during he battle,a major setback’ or
the Union.I mpressive earthworks from the battle remaim 1t his landv hich,a s yow ars ee from your battle
map,i s adjacent th undreds of acres yow ndy our fellow Trust memb rs have alreadyp reserved.
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But there have been dangerous development pressures in recent years — including yet another solar
farm — which have threatened the integrity of this battlefield. Thank goodness another responsible landowner
wants to see this key parcel preserved, and has offered a significant donation, leaving us a much more
manageable amount left to raise to secure this part of the battlefield forever. (Your gift can make it happen!)

% THE FIRST 12A CRES AT BOYDTON PLANK ROAD %

Last year, a “FOR SALE” sigrp op edi1 ® 1t his property.U pon nvestigation,w e discovered plan
te ubdivide it intol @ ots for new homes! We couldn’t let that hap en,b cause this land aw significant
battle actiom 10 ctob r2%A nd® 8,1 864.E arlyi 1t he afterno m fthe 27th,t he Uniowv anguarch rrivedh t
the intersectiom fthe White Oala nd oydtorP lankR oads and stablishedr curved ine extending cross
the operf ield b tls ides of the road. Confederate tro ps mountech ra ttack’ rom the nortlt a isplace the
Federals from the vital BoydtorP lankR oad.

While you and have savedn anyi mportant acres at nearbyW hite OalR oad,t his will b the first
time anyt ancd as ever b e aved tthe BoydtorP? lankR oad attlefield.T his is our one chance t® ecure it
and revent it from beingl estroyed yn ew construction.

% ALSO, THE FIRST 8A CRES EVER SAVED AT DINWIDDIE COURTHOUSE %

It he closingr ours of the Civil War.t his obscure site b came the focus of intense fighting
b tweert 5,00(F ederals under General Phil Sheridara nd® 0,000C onfederates under George Pickett.
While technicallya Confederate victory, it set the stage for further fighting,a nd more thanl ,10® f those
combatants b came casualties (including myg reat-great grandfather,w how as captured here).

I know eight acres may not seem like much, but we are able to purchase this land at a very reasonable
price (b fore the developers start sniffing round),a nd he preservatiom feveryp attlefielh as ts tart
somewhere.T his is are xcellent “first” transactiort here.

% FINALLY, ANOTHER 2A CRES AT THE BREAKTHROUGH %

Small irs ize,e normous i mportance,
this tract actually saw three battles £~ irstirt he
fall of 1864 1t he Battle of Peebles’ Farm and
twice itM arcla ndA pril of 1865 t the Battles of
Jones Farm,a nd gaird uringl' he Breakthrough,
whicH edl irectly td he fall of Petersbur@ nd
Richmond.

These twa cres are contiguous to
preservedl’ rust lands whicla re themselves
adjacent to other lands managed 3yt he National
ParlS ervice and® amplirH istorical Park.T he
op ortunityp foreustd ay snotonly @ reserve gy o byt ed ratelin sso W estd Petersh
them,b ut als¢ & girt he process of removing W msTh Breakhf
md erss tructures,i ncluding 19724 welling nd
several outbuildings,r estoring he land ¢ he way tlo kedv hert he soldiers were there.

I hacdh recent conversationw itla veterarb attlefield-tromper wha oldn e he recently ust visited
The Breakthrought or the first time ever,s aying,” It to km b reatla way” te ee the preservation and
restoration workw e have done ort hat hallowedz round.Td ay,w e cars ave this landa nd eave everm ore
visitors,e ncountering his amazingh istory,b reathless.




Whery ow nd lo lo utat hallowed
ground ike this,w e see our nation’s history td
cherishedh nd earned rom.W e close our eyes,a nd
we hear the cries of youngn e alled o duty,f eel
the ribcage-rattlind o m of cannons,a nd mell
the powder smoke irt he air.

But when developers lo la t these very
same lands,t heys ee something ntirely different.
They see money... thew ee “unused” land m
taxm apt. hey eeraw,0 ped and hatisb ing
“wasted.” Theyl o la tpeople like us — and
landowners who want to see their family property
preserved — as dinosaurs, relics from a different age wha re op osing heir way f “progress.”
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Reams Station was the site of fighting in June and August 1864.

Well,l 'mhap st & consideredh relic, a thorn 1t he side of anyd eveloper who wants tal estroya
battlefield,a nd 'm guessing hat yow re standing ight there b side me.

If we carb  at the developers and lose these five transactions oV irginia battlefields totalind8 20
acres -&= ndv itla m stonishind 30-to-Im atchi— twill b a clear demonstratiort ¢° those people” not
only four shared ommitment,b ut of our will tdk eeff ighting,n an atter what, and ur determinatiort o
wimm gainst all d ds.

Please know how grateful I am to you, for all you have done, and for all you are doing to save our
nation’s hallowed ground, at these five sites, as well as all across America. Future generations who will never
know our names will still think well of us for the legacy of battlefield preservation we are leaving to them.

And fyou askm e,i nspiring urrent and uture generations t@ p reciate our country,i ts history,a nd
the sacrifices that were made by revious generations ort hese hallowed ields is one of the most important
things we will ever do.I don’t neech data center td ell me that.

Thanky ow gain,a nd lease let me hear from yow s so m s possible.

Withv armest personal regards,

Vi N v

David N.D uncan
President

P.S.R ememb r,] ast year,t he AmericarB attlefield rust protected ,28k cres b cause of your
generosity and ommitment! The 82@ cres it hese transactions woul@ et us t 4% of last year’s total
acres saveda- nd t’s onlyA pril! Please keepp ur marclg oing orwardv ithy our most generous gift now
te eize the op ortunity fa $30-to-$Im atch! Ang lease write a short note of thanks td¢ he landowners of
the propertya t Mine Run,w h& hose to save Civil War historya nd allowed round nstead fselling o
a solar farm.S aying hanky ou s the right thing al o.I’ll forward; our note of thanks alongy itlo urs to
these wonderful, patriotic owners.
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